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and to ay, it before the Preſbytery as ſoon as poſſible. 


The Reformed Preſbytery met, and, conſtituted, _———— 


tion, ananimouſly approved of it, and ordered it to be 


zt, with all convenient co ra 


Mt Aan March be ing. 


The e Preſbytery met, and conſtituted, — 
ſederunt, &c. 


A W was made and agreed to, that the 1 
ſhould publiſh a Teſtimony and Warning againſt Socinian 
and Vnaitarian Errors. After ſome cop vet ſation on this ſub. 
ject, an appointment was laid upon a member to prepare 
draught of a Teſtimony and Warning againſt thoſe errors 
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| ARCHIBALD ALON, Cls.. | 
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At HAMILTON, September 26, 1792. 


ſederunt, &c. 
THE draughtfof a Teſtimony and W Soci- 


nian and Unitarian errors was, by the member appointed to 
repare it, laid upon the table. The Preſbytery having! 
hexrd. it read, and\confidered it attentively ſection by ſec- 


printed, under the inſpection of the member who W 
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ARCHIBALD MASON," Cl. 
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noo REFORMED PRESBYTERY, 
lub. en | | | 8 
| door: 7 
SOCINIAN and UNITARIAN ERROR S. 


. 5 N N | CRE | * £4 
To all profeſſors of the Proteſtant Refoxmed Reli 
gion, particularly thoſe under our WO” and 
. preſbyterial inſpeRion, 


— oeloved friends" brethren, aud countrymen, grace EY 
| peace be multiplied unto you, through the 1 
oci- of God and of Jeſus Chriſt our Lard. + + 


d 

Ie UR lot is fallen in a day of trouble, of ED <A 
ſec- and of blaſphemy. In it the words of Paul are 
be mournfully accompliſhed, Now the ſpirit ſpeaketh ex- 


Aled ¶ preſcly, that in the latter times ſome ſhall depart from " 
| the faith, giving heed to ſeducing ſpirits, and dotfrines ] 
of devils. (a) The predictions of. Peter likewiſe are 
therein verified, But there were falſe prophets alſo d 
among the people, even as there ſhall be falſe teachers 
among-yous who privily ſhall bring in damnable bereſies, 7 
even denying the Lord that bought thee, and bring 6 > 4 | 
2 5 r fwift destruction. And * Ho! 3 
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low their pernicious ways, by reaſon of whom. the: u 
- of truth ſhall be evil ſpoken of- (U) As a certain evi. 
dence of this melancholy truth, the doctrines f the 
Holy Trinity, of the divinity, ſonſhip and ſatisfaction 
of Chriſt, and of the perſonality, divinity and work 
f thi Holy Spirit, are in our times corrupted, re- 
| jetted and oppoſed. In ſuch a perilous time, it is of 


the utmoſt importance to the profeflors of Chriltiani- 
ty, to know the truth as it is in Jeſus, to have their 
minds fortified againſt the ſeductions of error, and to 

be eſtabliſhed in the faith of the doctrines of the goſ- 
pel. That we may contribute our mite towards the 
accompliſhment of theſe great and valuable ends, we 
ape, beloved friends and brethren, judged it our 
Adaty to addreſs you, in à teſtimony and warning 
5 | againſt ſome of the blaſphemous and damnablehereſies, 
= which are prevailiogia the preſent times. Conſidering 
ourſelves as watchmen ſet for the defence of the gol- 
pel, upon the walls of our New Teſtament Jeruſalem, 
whoſe duty it is to give faithful warning unto all, con- 
| _ cerning fin and duty, truth and error; we did not ſec 
5 how we could be accountable unto our Lord, if we 
1 bad remained ſilent at this time, when the flobds of er. 
* ror. all around us are liſting up their voice. Con. 


= trained therefore as we are by a deſire to promot 
1 the glory of God, the intereſt of his truth, and th 

| .- falvation of immortal ſouls, we earneſtly ſolicit : 

+ \; what is now ſubmitted unto you, a careful atrention, 


And a favourable hearing. | 
The principal branches of the Socinion and Unita- 
 _, rian berefy appear to have had, in the Chriſtian 
_ church, a very early riſe. Before the apoſtle John had 
9 finiſhedhiscourſe, a ſect of corruptChriltians appeared, 
who denied the divinity of Chl,” held” many anti- 
_ © ſcriptural opinions concerning bis perſon, and thereby 
e 3 r of the Hoh TR In opp 
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in his goſpel, epiſtles and revelations, did earneſtly 


8 3 and in the cleareſt manner aſſerted the doc- 


trine of /Chriſt's divinity. After the Roman Empe- 


rors had embraced Chriſtiapity, and it had been eſta- 

©" bliſhed in the empire, thoſe hereſies were revived by 

the miniſtry of Arius; and ſo much did they 1 : 
That, in the days of Athenaſius, they almoſt totally 

overſpread the Chriſtian world. No ſooner did the 


fun of righteouſneſs ariſe upon ſome of the nations 


of the earth, with healing under his wings, in the re- 
formation from Popery, than Satan, ever diligent to 


promote thEintereſts of his kingdom, employed agents 


to darken the light of the goſpel, by preaching and 
publiſhing damnable errors, relative to the Lord Jeſus 


and the Holy Spirit. Thoſe opinions have ſtill conti- 


nued in the Chriſtian church, and of late years have 
greatly increaſed, The religious ſocieties y law 
eſtabliſhed in Scotland, England and Ireland, t 


ough 
in their conſtitutional articles theſe errors are rejected; 


have nevertheleſs many members who teach chem 


unto their people every day. A late publication by 


a member of the church of Scotland, crouded with 
Socinian tenets, and the unfaithfulneſs of eccleſiaſtical 


judicatures in dealing with him are in our view, in 
this teſtimony and warning. Beſides, in ſome eccle- 


- flaſtical ſocieties among the diſſenters, eſpecially in 
England and Ireland, are to be found corrupters of 
the doctrine of ſeripture, in theſe moſt eſſential arti- 

cles. But above all, theſe religious ſocieties called 
 Vnitarians, which have long exiſted in England, and 


are now gaining ground in Scotland, having ſettled 


_ themſelves upon the impious foundation of denying 


and blaſphemiui the doctrine of the Trinity, the di- 


vinity of Chriſt and of the Holy Spirit, are particularly i 
in our eye in this publication. | 
It is not propoſed to conſider all the branches of « 


vine nuth, which Socinians. and Unitarians N 3 


Ba . 
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RK bee 1 eri er. = | 5 
| Luke * cheſe errors, this eminent ſervant of Tales 


5 6 3 Teſtimony and Warning againſt Szcr.1, 
and deny; a few of the moſt capital parts of that ſy- 


ſtem only, are to be taken into conſideration. A vin- 


dication of the doctrines of the goſpel, on the ſeven 
following heads, in oppoſition unto the corruptions or 
denial of them, is what we have in view. The doc- 
triues of the Holy Trinity —of the proper divinity of 
our bleſſed Redeemer of the peculiar Sonſhip of 
Chriſt —of the real ſatisſaction of Jeſus for the — of 
his people —of the perſonality of the divine Spirit. 
of the proper divinity of the Holy Ghoſt—and of the 
Spirit's efficacious and invineible operation upon the 
fouls of men. In handling theſe important articles, 
it may be proper to ſtate the ſentiments of Socinians - 
and Unitarians, to repreſent the received doctrine of 
the church of Chriſt; and then exhibit the ſcripture 
evidence of the church's faith upon each of them. 
After theſe particulars have been conſidered in this 
manner, a” concluſion of the whole may be ſul 
joined. 9 
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SECTION I. 
or "THE DOCTRINE OF THE HOLY TRINITY. . 


2 Socinian and ain aber poltively 
8 deny and ridicule this important doctrine. They 


believe and maintain that as the Godhead or divine 
nature is one, ſo there is but one divine perſon; whom 
they generally call God Almighty. Pompous as the 
titles are which they ſometimes beſtow upon the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, yet they believe him to be inferior in na- 


ture and perſonality to God almighty, They all agree 


in deny ing the divinity, and moſt of them the perſona- 
Iny of the Lord the Spirit. By entertaining ſuch opi- 


throw the erin of the T rinity. 


nions of the Son and Holy Ghoſt, Mey 3 over: 


* | | 4 ? » SS. 
Sari "FR . off, 
SroT. I. Soeinian and Unitarian Error. 


One of theſe expreſſes himſelf in 3 
words, 1 hold that there is but one God, who is 
one perſon, one ſelf-exiſtent, infinite, eternal;almighry 
and ſupreme being, to whom none is equal, or to be 
compared, and from whom all beings, whether in 
heaven or in earth, derive their exiſtence, and all 
they poſſeſs. To me it appears that three divine per- 
ſons make three Gods, as certainly as three human 
perſons make three men, and that thoſe who aſſert 
ſuch doctrines expoſe Chriſtianity to the deriſion of 
infidels, deſtroy the unity of the Godhead, diſtribute 
the perfections of Jehovah amongſt other, and inferior 
beings, and rob him of his peculiar glory, which he 
has declared he will not give to another. 

The church of Chriſt in every age has believed, 
and defended the doctrine which is ſo. plainly denied 
by the Unirarians. Convinced as they have been 
that the divine nature or eſſence is one, they have alſo 
believed and maintained that this divine nature fub- 
ſits in three divine equal and diſtin& perſons. We 
ſhall repreſent their belief unto you in their own. 
words. I believe and confeſs my. Lord God eter- 

4 nal, infinite, unmeaſurable, incomprehenſible, and 

< inviſible, one in ſubſtance, and three in perſons, 

“ Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt:” (a) We con- 

tc feſs and acknowledge one only God ;—one in ſub- 

e ſtance, and yet in three perſons, the Father, the 
„„ Son, and the Holy. Ghoſt.” (5) „ In the unity 

cc of this Godhead there be three perſons of one fab- _ > 

ce ſtance, power and eternity, the Father, the Son, 
- « and the Holy Ghoſt.” (c) In the unity of the 7 

* GodheaSkhere be three perſons, of one ſubſtance, _ 
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12 . See Mr. Chriſtie's book, entitled, the Holy Scriptures eh 
the only rule of faith, page 4, . 


: 55 (a) Geneva con. article IJ. (5) Scots con article * "FA N 
(.) Articles of the church of England, article I. 


* 1 ; | « 
5 . Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt.“ (4) 
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4 Teftimony and Warning againſt Sxcr, I. 
power, and eternity; God the Father, God the 


Before we proceed to prove this truth, it may be 


. of uſe to make the following obſervations, for clear. 


ing the ſcripture doctrine of the Holy Trinity. 
The divine nature is one. The notion of a hat 
rality of Gods is repugnant both to right reaſon, and 
to ſeripture revelation. The unity of the divine na- 
ture can be demonſtrated caſily from the light of rea- 
ſon in man, and alſo from the word of Cod. The 


light of reaſon teaches that the divine being is omni- 


potent, which proves the unity of his nature. The 
moment you ſuppoſe two or more beings poſſeſſed of 
omnipotence, you altogether deſtroy this — 
You make a number of beings poſſeſs an equality 


bf power, and however much may be afcribed unto 
+, _ then, none of them can be almighty. The infinity 
.___ of God, as well as his omuipotence, eſtabliſhes the 


truth of the divine unity. Seeing the divine nature 
is infinite without all bounds and limits, it is impoſſi- 


dle that there can be any more Gods than one. TO 


8 two diltin& beings to enjoy this perfection is 
a plain contradiction. The infinity of the one, and 
the 8 of the other, muſt deſtroy the infinity of 


neither of them can be infinite. The ab- 


| ſolute ſupremacy of God, which is a dictate of right 
reaſon concerning him, confirms the fame truth: 


Were we to ſuppoſe two beings, having in their hands 
the abſolute government of all things, doth of them 


ate — I diveſted of this attribute. Seeing the 
divine nature has an abſolute ſupremacy over every 


| oy being; g, in his nature he muſt be one; for in two or 
© - more diſtin& beings, this dominion over all cannot 


reſide. With the dictates of right reaſon, concerning 
the unity of God, ſcripture revelation perfect agrees. 


1 i 3 word of God being full of this truth, it wil Me 


(d) Weſtminſter con. . chop. li. ſe. 4 
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Sxcr. IL. Socinian and Unitarian Errors. 9 
unneceſſary to multiply texts for the confirmation of it. 
The words of Moſes to the Iſraelitiſn tribes clearly - 
declare it to us; Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord our G 
is one Lord. (a) The royal David is equally clear: 
with the prophet Moſes upon this truth, when he 
ſings, For 20ho is God ſave the Lord? or 10ho is a rock 8 
ſave our God. (6) The words of Chriſt to the young 
man alſo confirm this truth; There is none good but 
one, that is God. (c) In the words of Paul this arti- 
ele of faith is likewiſe repreſented; For there its one 
God, and one mediator between God and man, the man 
Chriſt Feſus. (d) As chis text obliges us to believe, 
in oppoſition unto all who would multiply mediators, 
the unity of his perſon and office; ſo it conſtrains us 
0 maintain, againſt all who plead for a plurality of 
Gods, the unity of the divine nature 
There are three perſons in the one Godhead.” 
Scripture revelation. warrants us to ſay, chat the one 
divine nature ſubſiſts in three perſons. As there is 
a ſenſe in which God is one; ſo there is a ſenſe in | 
which he is three; one in nature, and three in perr 
ſonality. It is a common and very juſt obſervation, 
Chriſtian brethren, which deſerves your attention and 
rememberance, that the unity of the eſſence or being 
of God, does not deſtroy the difference of the per? 
ſons; nor does the diſtinguiſhing of the perſons infer 
any diviſion of the eſſence. Inſtead of confirming this 
truth here, which is reſerved for the latter part of 
is ſection, it may be neceſſary to explain ſome: 
| terms 3-* Which, in ſpeaking on the doctrine of the 


(a) Deut. vi. 4. (3) Pſalm r 31. (c) Matth. * 1. 
| (41 Tim. ii. 5. WE TP 


In the whole of this teſtimony and warning, the ordi- 
nary terms, on the different ſubjects treated bei are 
| made uſe of in the ſtrick theological ſenſe, in which they 
have always been uſed. by Calviniſts. The moſt of them in- 
Herd are ſeriptural terms, and thoſe which are not fo are 
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Trinity, we are obliged to employ. The being of 
God, the divine nature, the Godhead, and the eſ- 
| fence of God, ſignify the fame thing. "They all ex- 
preſs what Jehovah is in himfelf eſſentially conſidered, 
and that infinite exiſtence or thing, of which each of 
the divine perſons is poſſeſſed. The word perſon 
muſt be frequently uſed on theſe ſubjects, and that 
with ſcripture authority; for there we read of the 
perſon of the Father, and rhe perfon of Chriſt. Va- 
rious definitions have been given of a perſon in the 
Godhead, which, though differently expreſſed, a- 
mount to the ſame thing; three of them may be men- 
toned. © A divine perſon is the divine eſſence ſub- 
« ſifting in a ſpecial manner, on account of a ſpecial 
and incommunicable property:“ or, Ja mode of 
e ſubſiſtenee in the divine eſſence diſtin from others 
in the ſame individual effence, by a peculiar and 
„ incommunicable property: or, © the Godhead 
itſelf as ſubſiſting with ſome diſtinct and natural re- 
* lation unto. another perſon poſſeſſed of the fame 
c nature.“ From theſe definitions, which are men- 
tioned in humility, we may form fome idea, as far as 
we ge of underſtanding it, of what is meant 


* 
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* 


by a jerſon in the Trinity; it is juſt the divine nature 
fubfiſting with a perſonal property. The perſon of 
the Father is the divine nature as it ſubſiſts, with the 
perſonal property of begetting the Son: the perſon 
of the Son is the divine nature as it ſubſiſts, with the 


perſonal property of being begotten of the Father: 
and the perſon of the Holy Ghoſt is the divine nature 


as it ſubſiſts, with the perſonal property of proceed- 


warranted by the word of God; becauſe words of the fame 
import are found in the ſcripture, and becauſe the Yoctrines 
repreſented by them are moſt certainlyfounded therein. We 
do not intend either to mention or explain them here, as 


their meaning will be cafily underſtood when * occur in 
the Aberent ſections. | 


are 


ame 
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ing from the Father and Son. For there are three 
who. bear record in heaven, the Father, and the 
Word, and the Holy Ghoſt ; and theſe three are one. 
Ihe three perſons, in which the divine nature ſub- 
liſts, are equal. There is not any inferiority of one 
of - theſe perſons to another. It is a confirmation of 
their perfect equality, that. the order in which they 
are mentioned is varied, in different places of {cripture. 
The Father is firſt mentioned, in the inſtitation of 
baptiſm. The Son is named firſt, in the apoſtolic be- 
nediction. And in Paul's account of the gifts and 
privileges of the church, the Spirit is mentioned be- 
fore the other two. Were there a natural inferiority 
of one of theſe perſons to another, the order of their 
ſubſiſtence would never be changed; but to prove 
their equality it -is more frequently varied than it is 
kept. The perſons of the Godhead are equal in na- 
ture. Each of them poſſeſſes the entire divine nature. 
They are all in ſcripture called God, in the higheſt 
ſenſe of the term, which could not be, did the divine 
nature not belong to each of them. — They are equal 
in all perfections. Infinite ſovereignty, unerring wiſ- 
dom, almighty power, untainted holineſs, inviolable 
veracity, and all other divine perfections, equally be- 
Jong unto the three who bear record in heaven. They . 
are equal in intelligence. The underſtanding of cach 


of them is infinite, and therefore muſt be one and the 


ſame, They are not poſſeſſed of three diſtinct and 
different underſtandings, but one infinite underſtand- 
ing, which cannot be multiplied, is common to them 

all. This is the foundation of that cternal and neceſ- 
ſary harmony in their judgment, concerning all per- 
ſons. and things, which ſubſiſts among them. —They 
are equal in will. Poſſeſſed as they are of one un- 


derſtanding, the ſame will is common to them all. This 
infinite Will, which was exerciſed from eternity, in 
forming the ſovereign and unchangeable decrees of 
God, is equally the will of che Father, Son, and Holy 
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12 A Teftimony and Warning againſt Sgor. I. 
Ghoſt. This will, as it is manifeſted to men in the 
divine law, for the rule of their obedience, or diſco- 
vered to them as à rule of faith, in the glorious goſ- 
pel, belongs equally to each of the divine perſons. 
This will which is fulfilled in the divine conduct to- 
wards angels and men, whereby he does what he will 
in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of 
the earth, pertains to the three who bear record in 
heaven. This renders them perfectly, eternally and 


©.» neceſſarily harmonious, in all. the objects of their 


choice and averſion. —They are equal in operation. 
The divine works of creation, _providence and re- 
demption are aſcribed both to God eſſentially conſider- 
ed, and to each of the adorable three. 5 
The perſons in the Godhead are to be diſtinguiſhed 
from one another. They may be diſtinguiſhed by 
their peculiar names, their 'natural relations, -their 
perſonal properties, their order” of ſubſiſtence, and 
their order of operation. The divine perſons are to 
be diſtinguiſhed by their peculiar or perſonal names. 
The divine names mentioned in ſcripture are of two 
kinds, thoſe that are eſſential and common, and thoſe 


Which are perſonal or peculiar, Jehovah, God, Lord 


and the like belong to the former; the Father, the 
Son or Word, and the Holy Spirit or Ghoſt, pertain 
unto the latter claſs. The former are called eſſential, 
becauſe they 'are names of the divine nature; and 
they are called common, becauſe they are given to 
each of the divine perſons. The latter claſs of names 
are called perſonal, becauſe they belong unto the di- 
vine perſons; and they are peculiar, becauſe the 
name that is given to one is never beſtowed upon the 
other two divine perſons as ſuch. Not by the eſſen- 
tial and common names, but by thoſe which are per- 
ſonal and peculiar, are the divine perſons to be dif- 
tinguiſned.— By their natural relations. There is a 
difference between their natural and ceconomical re- 
lations; of the former but not of the latter are we 
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Wow ſpeaking. In the œconomy of man's redemp- 
Stion; the Son ſtands in the relation of a ſervant to the 


their perſonal properties this may. be done. It is the 


ing. - By their order of ſubſiſtence. The Father is the 


Father, and the Holy Spirit is the miſſionary of them 
both; but it is not by theſe relations that they are 
properly diſtinguiſhed as perſons in the Godhead. By 


their natural relations however the divine perſons are 


diſtinguiſhed. The firſt perſon ſtands in the relation 
of a Father to the ſecond, the ſecond bears the rela- 


tion of a Son to the firſt, and the Holy Ghoſt ſtands 
Jin the relation-of a Spirit to the other two; and by 
theſe we diſcern them as diſtinct.—By their perſonal 


properties. It may be of uſe to obſerve that the di- 
vine perſons cannot be diſtinguiſhed by their natural 
properties. All the perfections of the Godhead are 
the natural properties of each of the divine perſons, 
and thereby we are never to diſtinguiſh them. By 


perſonal property of the Father to beget the 8on; of 
the Son to be begotten. of the Father; and of the 
Holy Ghoſt to proceed from the Father and Son; by 
which properties they may be diſtinguiſhed from one 
another, Theſe properties are called perſonal, becauſe 
they do not belong to the divine nature, otherwiſe 
they would all pertain to each of the divine perſons, 
which is not the caſez but they belong unto the di- 
vine perſons, each having his own perſonal property. 
Theſe natural relations and perſonal properties of Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt are neceſſary. They do not 
originate in the divine will, but they are founded in 
the divine nature, and are eſſential unto its very be- 


firſt, the Son the ſecond, and the Holy Spirit the 
third in this order. In the inſtitution of baptiſm they 
are mentioned according to the natural order of their 
ſubſiſtence; Go ye therefore and teach all nations, bap- 
tifing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of he. Holy Ghgft. (a) This order of their per- 


(a) Matth. xxviii. 19. 
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ſonal ſubſiſtence is clearly proved by their names, Fa- 


ther, Son and Holy Spirit. Paternity being aſcribed 
unto the firſt, filiation to the ſecond, and proceeding 
to the third perſon, their order of ſubſiſtence cannot 
be otherwiſe, Their perſonal properties ratify the 
ſame truth. Since it belongs to the firſt perſon to 
beget, to the ſecond to be begotten, and to the third 
to proceed from both the firſt and ſecond, this muſt be 
the order of ſubſiſting among them. —By their order 
of operation. The order obſerved by them, in their 
operations, is the ſame with their order of ſubſiſtence. 
The Father is the firſt in the order of divine working, 
and is the beginner of them all; the Son is the ſecond 
in that order, and carries on theſe operations; and 
the Holy Ghoſt is the third in this order, and is the 
finiſher of all the works of God. This truth may be 
confirmed from the work of redemption only, with- 
out taking a view of thoſe of creation and providence 
at all. The contrivance of the whole ſcheme is aſ- 
cribed unto God the Father; the purchaſe of all its 
3 is attributed unto God the Son ; and the ap- 
8 thereof belongs unto God the Holy Ghoſt: 
For ſinners are ſaved by the love or grace of the Fa- 
ther, through the redemption or righteouſneſs of 


Chriſt the Son, and the renewing or ſanctification of 


the Holy Ghoſt. This order of operation among the 
adorable three, and not any natural inferiority of one 
of theſe perſons to another, is the reaſon why the 


Father is ſaid to work by the Son, and the Father and 


Son by the Holy Ghoſt, which we ſee expreſſed in 


te three following texts of ſcripture. Who created 
all things by Jeſus Cbriſt. (a-; That he would grant 
you--to be ſtrengthened with all might by his Spirit in 
, the inner man. (b) Until the day in which he was 
 #aken up, after that he through the Holy Ghoſt had 


0% Eph. ili, 9. (i) Eph. it, 1. 
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given commandments unto the apoſtles whom he bad 


choſen. ((c) | | Faint 
The ſubſiſtence of the divine nature in three divine 
and equal perſons is a myſtery; and hence it is called 
the myſtery God, (d,) This is a neceſſary myſtery. 
It is not a myſtery of the divine will, but it is a. my- 


ſtery of the divine, nature. It is not like the myſtery, 


of the union of the two natures in the perſon of 
Chriſt, which has its foundation in the ſovereign will 
of God; but it is a myſtery that is founded in, and is 


eſſential unto the very being of God. White all the 


myſteries of grace depend upon the good pleafure of 
Jehovah, it is the excellency of this myſtery, not to 


depend upon his will at all, but, like all his neceffary 


and eſſential perfections, to ſpring from his nature. 
It is an incomprehenfible myſtery. The higheſt in- 
telligences among angels and men cannot ſearch into 
the unfathomable deeps of this myſtery. They may 
by divine revelation know that it is, but as to the 


mode of ir, they can have no conception. While the 


divine nature is infinite, and the creature finite, which 


ſhall for ever be, this muſt be the caſe. To impreſs 
our minds with a conviction of this, that humbling 


queſtion is. propoſed to the children of men; Cant 


thou by ſearching find out God? Canſt thou find out the 
Almighty unto perfection? (e )—l1t is a glorious my- 
ſtery ; a myſtery which diſplays the peculiar glory of 
the divine nature and perfons. Of no created nature 
is this a perfection, that it ſubſiſts in three perſons; 


nor of any three created perſons can it be affirmed, 


that one individual eſſence is common to them all; 
but this is true both of the divine nature and perſons, 
which is a peculiar glory of both.—It is an eternal 
myſtery. The divine nature will forever ſubſiſt in 


three divine and equal perſons; and therefore this 


myſtery will never end. As God is unchangeable in 


(0) Acts k 4 00 Col. ii. 2. (e) Job xi. 7. 
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his nature and perfections, ſo he is immutable in this 
moſt glorious property of his eſſence. This myſtery 


will continue through all eternity to be an object of 


wonder and praiſe to angels and redeemed men. It 


is a myſtery to the creatures only. There is not any 
thing in the nature or works of God that is a myſtery 
to himſelf; for he perfectly knows himſelf, and all 
the effects of his power and goodneſs. When any 
thing therefore about the nature or works of God is 
ſaid to be myſterious, it applies to the creature only. 
When we aflert that the doctrine of the Holy Trinity 
is a wonderful myſtery, it is not ſo with reſpect to 
God ; but it is ſo with regard to the limited capacities 
of the creature, which are neceſſarily unfit for com- 
prehending this glorious nature, and its properties. 
The gorge of the Holy Trinity is known to the 


children of men by divine revelation only. It is a 
doctrine which is peculiar to the ſcriptures, and ſin- 


ners could never have found it out by the light of na- 
ture. It is true, there are a few ſayings in the Writ- 
ings of one or two of the heathen philoſophers, which 
have ſome analogy to the ſeripture doctrine of the 
Trinity; but theſe ſentences in their works, if they 


were at all in the originals, which ſome veſtion, be- 


hoveq either to be borrowed from the Old Teſtament 
ſcriptures, or learned from converſation with the Jews. 
Nothing in all the works of God can teach fallen men 
the knowledge of this myſtery. To divine revelation 
alone are we indebted for this information. The 
ſcriptures are a light that ſhineth into our hearts, to 
give us the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 


of Jeſus Chriſt. T he knowledge of the doctrine of 
the Holy Trinity, which is one ſpecial; part of the 


glory of God, is given in divine revelation to us, by 


. the miniſtry of Chriſt the great prophet of the church. 


The harbinger of Jefus declares, No man bath ſeen 
Cad at any line, the wo 28 Son, which is in the 
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boſom of the Father, he hath declared him. (a) Theſe 
words clearly prove, that the Lord Jeſus, by his per- 


ſonal miniſtry, by the miniſtry of his prophets before 


his incarnation, and by that of his apoſtles after his 
death, hath given to the church, in the word of God, 
a diſcovery of the nature, perſons, perfections, counſels 
and works of the great Jehovah. But for this miniſ- 


try, impoſſible it had been for the children of men to 


have obtained the knowledge of this myſtery. All 
our knowledge of it is to be learned from the ſacred 
ſcriptures. - All the - conſiderations, which tend to 
ſtrengthen our faith in this divine doctrine, are to be 
drawn from this ſource. The ſacred records furniſh 
us with all thoſe arguments that are neceſſary, or can'be 
uſed, for the information of thoſe who are ignorant, 
the conviction of them who are unbelievers, and the 
filencing of ſuch as are oppoſers of this article of faith. 
This therefore teſtifies to us the doctrine of the Holy 


Trinity; for therein, and by no other mean, are we 


informed, that there are three that bear record in hea-. 

ven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Gheft ; and 

theſe three are one. () | 
The doctrine of the Trinity is a fundamental article 


of the Chriſtian faith, the belief of which is abſolutely 


neceſſary to ſalvation. The rejected Jews, the follow- 
ers of Mahomet, the antient Arians, the latter Soci- 


nians and modern Unitarians agree, in denying the docs 
' trine of the Trinity; whereby they both reje& the 


ſalvation of God, and ſeal their own condemnation. 
To the ſalvation of every ſoul of man, the belief of this 
doctrine is eſſential. For the confirmation of this, it 
will be neceſſary to make and illuſtrate the following 
obſervation ; there are many truths of the goſpel, the 
faith of which is neceſſary to our ſalvation, whereof we 
can have no proper idea at all, without believing the 
doctrine of the Trinity. That we may obtain ſalvation, 


(a) John i. 18. 8 (3) 1, Jobn v. 7. 
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it is needful to believe the eternal council of peace a- 
mong the adored three, wherein the whole plan of ſav- 
ing ſinners was adjuſted, the eternal reſolves of infinite 

- wiſdom and Jovewere formed, and the everlaſting cove- 
nant of peace was eſtabliſned. What idta can we 
have of this, if the doctrine of the Trinity is denied? 
Of the incarnation of the Son of God, declared unto 

- us in theſe words, «when the fulneſs of the time was 
come, God ſent forth his Son, made of a woman, made un- 
ſk. der the law,(a) we can have no proper knowledge, 
unleſs we believe the doctrine of the Trinity; and ſurely 
a ſcriptural belief of this is neceſſary to our ſalvation. 
In vain do men dream of falvation, if they do not be- 
lieve upon the infinitely meritorious obedience of the 
Son of God, and his infianely ſatis factory ſufferings 
in our nature and place; and how can we do this if 
we reject this glorious doctrine? Salvation is impoſhble 
to that man, who does not know, believe and experi- 
ence the ſpecial and invincible operations of the Spirit 
by means of the word upon his ſoul ; But how can 
thele be the objects of our knowledge, belief or ex- 
perience, if the doctrme of the Trinity is not an arti- 
cle of our faith? If we believe not this myſtery of the 
divine nature, we can have no ſaving knowledge of 
the love of the Father, in giving his Son, and ſending 
his Spirit, for accompliſhing our ſalvation. If this 
doctrine is denied, how can we know the grace of 
Chriſt in becoming poor, that he might inrich us by 
his poverty? Or how can we be acquainted with the 
fellowſhip of the Holy Spirit, in a courſe of oppoſition 
to this facred truth? Rejecting this doctrine as many 
do, we can never be ſharers of ſaving grace, and ſpi- 
ritual peace; for theſe bleſſings come from him which 
is, and *ohich was, and which is to come, and from the 
ſeven Spirits of God which are before his throne, and 


from Jeſus Chriſt. (b) Theſe few hints ſufficiently 


1%) Gu. iv, 4. (5) Rev. i. 4, 5. 
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19 
ſhew that the faith of this truth is neceſſary unto the 
ſinner's ſalvation. 

For the conſirmation of the doctrine of he Trinity, 
and the confutation of all Socinian and Unitarian er- 
rors on this head, we are now to bring forward the 
ſcripture evidence thereof, which may be collected in 
the following arguments. | 

The account we have, in the facred ſcripture, of 
the work of creation, affords an inconteſtible proof of 
the doctrine of the Trinity. If we find it evident, 
that ſcripture aſcribes the work of creating all things 
to three different. perſons, as creation is competent to 
God only, each of theſe perſons muſt be divine. As 


there is no diſpute concerning God the Father, we 


{hall only repreſent to you what the ſcripture declares, 
relative to the Son and the Holy Ghoſt. Of the for- 
mer we are told, all things were made by him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was made. (a) 
Chriſt is here declared to be the creator of all things, 
and without his divine and perſonal agency, no crea- 
ture received its exiſtence. This work is alſo aſcribed 
unto Chriſt in that remarkable deſcription given of 
him by the apoſtle, of which the following words are 


a part; for by him were all things created that are in 


heaven, and that are in earth, viſible and inviſible, 
whether. they be thrones, or dominions, or principali- 
ties, or powers, all things were made by him and for 
him. (b Here we have an enumeration of the works 
of creation, and the different places where they exiſt ; 

of them all Jeſus is the glorious maker, the firſt cauſe, 5 


and the laſt end. Concerning the Holy Spirit the ſcrip- 


ture informs us, that the work of creation belongs 


unto him. In che hiſtory of creation given by Moſes, 


we have theſe remarkable words, and the Spirit of 
God moved upon the face of the waters. (c) This tex 
warrants us to believe, that the Holy Ghoſt we his infi- 


(a) John i. 3 JE (b col i. 16. (e) Gen. i i. 3. 
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nite, divine and all producing influence formed the crea- 
tures that were made. As a farther confirmation of this, 
the words of Job and Elihu may be mentioned: The 
former declares by hir Spirit he hath garniſhed the hea- 


, vens. (d) The latter affirms, The Hiri of God hath 
made me, and the breath of the _— hath given me 
life. (e) In theſe words the work of creation is plainly 


aſcribed unto the Holy Ghoſt. Since ſcripture infor- 


mation concerning this work of God, plainly repre- 
ſents three different agents to be concerned therein; 


we are ſurely warranted to conclude, that the infinite 
2 of God ſũbſiſts in three divine and equal per- 
ons 

The K "RK of che ſacred Trinity ſtands confirmed 
from the ſcriptural account of the work of providence. 
The conſervation and government of the creatures is 
a divine work, equally with their creation. If the 


ſcripture repreſents three diſtinct perſons employed 


in this work, there muſt be three perſons poſſeſſed of 
the divine nature. . 'The equal concern of the Father 
and the Son, in the work of providence, is affirmed b 


Chriſt, when he, on a particular occaſion, ſaid to the 


Jews, my Father worketh hitherto and Twork.(f) The 
concern of our Mediator in the work of providence 1s 


aſſerted in as ſtrong terms, as the Father's concern in 


that work can poſſibly be expreſſed. By him all things 

conſiſt, (S) and upholding all things by * word of his 
power, (b) are the expreſſions which ſcripture uſes 
to repreſent! Jeſus as the God of providence ; and 
what phraſes can be more clear or ſignificant ? That 
almighty word, by which all the creatures of God 
are upheld in their being, and directed in their opera- 
tions, is not the word of the Father only; but it is the 
word of him alſo, Who by himſelf purged our fins. 
The concern of the eternal Spirit in the work of Pro- 


(ﬆ) Job . 3. (0 Job arri. 4. (/) John v. 17. 
| (g) Col. i. 27. þ) Heb. i. 3. 
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vidence is equally clear fromthe ſacred record. po 
this point hear the holy Pſalmiſt, Zhou ſendeſt forth thy 
Spirit, they are created; and thou reneweſt the face 


of the earth. (c) Theſe words repreſent a glorious ef- 


fe, the continued creation or conſervation of all 
things, and the renovation of the face of the earth. 
They inform us alſo of the powerful cauſe, the Spirit of 
God who is ſent forth for this end. Added to this evi- 
dence, you may alſoconfider the teſtimony of the Lord's 
prophet ; /eek ye out of the book of the Lord and read; 
no one of theſe [hall fail, none ſhall. want her mate : for 
my mouth it hath commanded, and his Spirit it hath La- 
thered them. (d) As the Holy Spirit moved upon the 
face of the waters, and by his all creating energy form- 


ed the creatures at firſt; ſo by his almighty perſonal 


agency he daily renews, ' gathers and preſerves all the 
creatures of God. - 

I he general plan of our redemption, laid down in 
the ſacred ſcriptures, clearly eſtabliſhes the doctrine of 
the Trinity. Many texts might be introduced, which 
repreſent the method of God's grace to men, as con- 


firmations of this fundamental article of the Chriſtian 


faith; we ſhall however confine ourſelves to the four 
following. The apoſtle Paul, when he is repreſenting 
Jeſus as a prieſt recomciling us to God, and as a pro- 
phet preaching peace to them who were afar of, and to 
them who were nigh, has theſe remarkable words ; 


for through him we both have an acceſs by one Spirit to 


the Father. (e) He again declares, but we are bound 
to give thanks T to God for you, brethren beloved 
of the Lord, becauſe God hath Fm the beginning choſen 
you 10 ſalvation, through ſanctification of the Spirit, and 
belief of the truth, whereunto he called you by our goſpel, 
to' the obtaining of the gloryof our Lord Feſus Chriſt. () 
T he apoſtle Peter alſo ſtates the general plan of our 


| ( ec) Pfal. ci. 30. d) Va. xxxiv. 16. 
e Eph. ii. 18. Vn Theſ. ii. 13, 14. 
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redemption in ſuch a way as confirms this doctrine; 
elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
through ſanctification of the Spirit, and ſprinkling of the 
blood of Jeſus Chriſt. (a) Vo theſe may be added the 


words of the apoſtle John, grace be unto you and 


peace from him which is, and which was, and which 
is 10 come; and from the ſeven ſpirits which are 
before his throne; and from Jeſus Chriſt. (b) In 
theſe ſcriptures we have one divine perſon repreſen- 


ted, as the glorious object to whom ſinners have ac- 


ceſs, as chuſing them from the beginning to falvation 


by his eternal foreknowledge, and as the author of 


grace and peace to the church. In them we have 


another divine perſon mentioned, as the glorious chan- 
nel of the finner's acceſs unto God, as the author of 
that glory, to the enjoyment of which"they are advan- 


ced, as having ſhed meritorious blood for their re- 
demptron, and as the ſource from which grace and 
peace flow to believers. Therein we have, a third di- 
vine perſon: preſented to our view, as being by his 
divine influence the cauſe of the ſinners accefs to the 
Father, as the bleſſed author of their ſanctification, and 
as being equally with the Father and Chriſt, the foun- 
tain of the ſpiritual and eternal bleſſings of grace and 
peace. Who, that conſiders theſe things aright, can 


refuſe his aſſent to the ſcripture doctrine of the 


Trinity. | | 

The incarnation of the Son of God affords an un- 
deniable proof of this doctrine. This glorious event 
was foretold in antient prophecy, it was the matter of 
the divine promiſe, the object of the churches faith, 
and the ſum of their joyful expectation. Behold à vir- 
gin ſhall conceive, ſays Iſaiah, and bear a San, and ſhall 
call his name Immanuel. (c) In exa& agreement with 
this Micah proclaims, but thou Bethlehem Ephratah 


though thou be little among, the thouſands of Fudah, yet 


0 i Peter i. 8. (b) Rev. i. 4, 5 (c) Iſaiah vii. 14. 
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out of thee ſhall he come forth unto me, that is to be ru- 
ler in Iſrael ; whoſe goings forth have been from of old, 


rom everlaſting. (c) Let us ſee what the New Teſtament 


records concerning the accompliſhment of all this. Of 
theSon of God it is ſaid, that he took on him the form of @ 


ervant, and was made in the likeneſs of men(d), and that 


he took on him the ſeed of Abraham. (e) The agency of 


God the Father in this work is expreſſed to us in theſe 


words, but when the fulneſs of the time was come God 


ent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the 


law ; (J) and again a body haſt thou prepared me. (g 


The concern of the Holy Spirit in Chriſt's incarna- 
tion is very particularly ſtated in the words of the an- 
gel to the virgin, the Holy Gheſt ſhall come upon thee, 
and the power of the higheſt ? ſhall overſhadow thee, there- 


fore alſo that holy thing that ſhall be born of thee ſhall be 


called the Son of God. 8 This collected view of the in- 
carnation of Chriſt repreſents it to be the work of the 
three one God. God the Father ſends his Son, and, 

by authoritative appointment, prepares for him an hu- 
man nature. God the Holy Ghoſt, by his perſonal 
agency, exerts that omniporence, which is common to 
each of the divine perſons, and eſſential to the divine 
eflence in the actual formation of Chriſt's human na- 


ture. And God the Son takes on him the human na- 


ture, and aſſumes it into an union with the Godhead 
in his perſon. From this ſcriptural account of the ma- 
nifeſtation of God in the fleſh, the trinity of perſons 
in the divine eſſence clearly appears. 

The doctrine of the Trinity may likewiſe be de- 


monſtrated from the baptiſm of Chriſt. An account 


of this ſolemn tranſaction is given by all the evan- 
geliſts: that of Matthew need only be mentioned, 
which he conveys to us in the following words : and 
Jeſus when he was baptized, went up ſtraightway 


(c) Mie. v. 2. (d, Phil. iy, (e) Heb. 1 16. 
(J) Gal. iv. 4, (g) Heb. x. 5. (5) Luke i. 35. 
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out of the water; and lo, the heavens were opened unto 


him, and he ſaw the Spirit of God deſcending like a dove 


and lighting upon him ; and lo, a voice from heaven, ſay- 
ing, This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleaſed, 
(a) to every unprejudiced mind the doctrine of the 
Trinity, from theſe words, muſt be evident. Here we 
have the bleſſed Mediator receiving an immeaſurable 
unction of the Spirit, and divinely declared to be 
God's beloved Son in whom he is well pleaſed. Here 
we have the Holy Spirit deſcending from heaven, light- 
ing upon the Son of God, abiding upon him, and 
filling his human nature with an immeaſurable de- 
gree of ſpiritual gifts and grace; which could not be 
were he not a divine perſon. And here we have the 


_ - eternal Father proclaiming with an audible voice from 


heaven, this is my beloved Son in whom I am well 
pleaſed! In this tranſaction the divine perſons are re- 
preſented in ſuch a way as proves the divinity of each 
of them, and at the ſame time confirms this article of 
the Chriſtian faith. 

The baptiſm of Chriſtians is a proof of the doctrine 
under our conſideration. The baptiſm of Chriſt is 
not a more convincing. proof of this point, than is 
the baptiſm of all his followers. The divine direction 


for the adminiſtration of this ordinance to the children 


of men, 1s expreſſed to the church by Chriſt himſelf 


Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them. 


in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoft. (b) The three divine perſons are bike 
mentioned by their peculiar and perſonal names, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. The unity of 
their nature is not obſcurely hinted in that expreſſion, 
baptizing them in the name, not in their names. If 
- one of theſe perſons is divine, they muſt all be ſo; 
for none of them is placed below another, or deſcribed 


with any mark of inferiority. It is truly unaccountable ' 


* 


(a) Matth. iii. 16. (5) Matth. xxvili. 19. 


. 


* 


CY 


* of "TR 7 * 
xXx 3 . d 1 * 
R 


drcr 155 | * $octuian and Unitarian Eyre 20 
how any profeſſing the Chriſtian name, and believing 


the divine inſtitution of this ordinance, can baniſh 


from their minds the belief of the doctrine of the Holy 
Trinity. 
The promiſe of the Spirit unto the church is ano- 


ther confirmation of this truth. In that remarkable + 


diſcourſe delivered by Chriſt unto his diſciples, im- 


mediately before his laſt ſufferings and death, this 


promiſe is recorded in the following words: I will 
pray the Father and he ſhall give you another Comforttr 
that he may abide with you for ever. (a) Put the 
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghoft, whom the Father 
will ſend in my name, he 2 teach you all things. (l 
But when the Comforter is come whom I will ſend unto 
you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which 
proceedeth from the Father, he ſhall teſtify of me. (c) It 
is expedient for you that I go away, for if I go not away 
the Comforter will not come unto you ; but if I depart 1 
will ſend him unto you. And when be is come he will 


" convince the world of fin, of righteouſneſs, and of judg- 


ment. (d) In theſewords, the Lord Chriſt ſpeaks of one 
perſon called the Father, giving the Spirit, ſending the 
Spirit, having the Spirit both ſent and proceeding from 
him; and muſtoot he be a divneperſon? The Lord Jeſus | 
ſpeaks of himſelf, in whoſe name the Father ſends the 
Spirit, who himſelf ſends rhe Spirit, and of whom the 
Spirit teſtifies to the children of men; and muſt not he 
alſo be a divine perſon? Willthe eternal Father ſend the 
Spirit in thename of a creature? Can acreatureſend the 
Holy Ghoſt? Will the eternalSpirit teſtifyof a creature 
to the church of God? The Redeemer in theſe words 
ſpeaks of a third perſon called the Comforter, the 
Holy Ghoſt, and Spirit of truth, ſent by the Father 
and proceeding from him, ſent by Chriſt, teſtifying of 
him, reaching the church all things, abiding with them 

(a) John xiv. 16. - (b; John xiv. 26. 

(e) Jobn xv. 26. D (d) John xvi, 7, 8. 
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for ever, and convincing the world of fin, of righte- 
ouſneſs, and of judgment; and muſt not he likewiſe 
poſſeſs the divine nature? | Theſe titles and works 
furely are not competent to a creature. 

1he way in which the members of the church re- 
ceive gifts and privileges, and true believers obtain the 
bleſſings of ſalvation, confirms the doctrine of the 
Holy 1 rinity. An illuſtration of the former branch of 
this proof we have ia the words of Paul; Now there are 
diverſities of gifts, but the ſame Spirit. And there are 
differences of adminiſtrations, but the ſame Lord. And 
there are diverſitics'of operations, but the ſame God, 
«hich worketh all in all. (a) Can human language 
more «clearly convey any idea to the rational mind, 
than thoſe words repreſent to us three divine perſons 
equally concerned, in beſtowing upon the church all 
the different gifts, adminiſtrations, and operations 
which ſhe enjoys. Ihe latter branch of this proof 
may be illuſtrated in a few inſtances. Regeneration is 
one of the bleſſings of ſalvation of which all believers 
partake, It confilts in the renovation of the faculties 
ofthe ſoul, and planting in the man the divine image. 
"This bleſhag comes from the Father, for believers are 
born of God. ( It cor ves from the Son, for they are 
created again in Chriſt Jeſus. (c) It proceeds alſo from 
the Holy Ghoſt, for Mey are born of the Spirit. (d 
Adoption is another bleſſing of the covenant of grace, 
whereby. the children of men, who were among the 
world lying in wickedneſs, become the ſons and 
daugliters of the Lord Almighty. "This bleſſing comes 
ſrom the Father; for he prts them among the children. 
(e) Beſtowed allo it is by the Son; becauſe he gives 
them power to become the ſons of God. (F) By the Holy 
Ghoſt is this bleſſing granted to finners ; as he is the 
Spirit of adoption whereby they cry Abba, Father. (g) 


e Cor. xil. 4, 5, 6. ib) 1 John ili. 9. (c, Eph. ii. 10. 
(4%) Jobn ii. 5. (Jer. iii. 19. ( John i. 12. 'g)Rom, viii. 15. 
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— Juſtification and ſanctiſication are two precicus bleſſ- 
ings of ſalvation; by the former ſinners are delivered 
from condemnation, and entitled to the bleſſings of 
grace aud glory; and by the latter they are conformed - 
in heart and life, to the nature, image, and law cf 
God. As theſe bleſſings are given by God the Fa- 
ther, ſo alſo they come to us by Chriſt and the Spirit, 
according to thatgjvely oracle of inſpiration, and ſuch 
were ſome of you ; Mt ye are waſhed, but ye are ſancti- 
fied, but ye are juſtified in the name of the Lord Jeſus, 
and by the Spirit of our God. (a) It all the outward 
privileges and common gifts enjoyed by the church 
come from Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; and if each 
of theſe divine perſons has a peculiar operation 1n be- 
ſtowing ſaving bleſſings on true believers, the divine 
eſſence mult ſubſiſt in three diſtinct and equal perſons. 

The benediction of the church clearly unfolds the 
doctrine of the Trinity. By the commandment of 
the everlaſting God, the church is bleſſed in the fol- 


lowing manner; the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Ghoſt, be with you all, Amen. (b) When theſe words, 
are pronounced over the congregations of Chriſtians by 
the ſervants of Jeſus, the blefling of a three one God 
is Exhibited in a miniſterial and authoritative manner 
to the church, upon which their faich ſhould be exer- 
ciſed. This is a giving the bleſſing unto, and putting ir 
upon the people of God, which, being heard and re- 

ceived by faith, makes 'perſons, poſſeſſors of the bleſſ- 

ing. In whoſe name are they bleſſed? In the name of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in the name of God, and in the 


name of the Holy Choſt. With what are they bleſſed? 


with the grace A Chriſt, the love of God, and the 
communion. of the Holy Ghoſt. Impoſlible i it is that 
this could be ſaid, or that all this could be true, if 
there are not three perſons in the Godhead. Having 


(a) 1. Cor. vi. ii. - (5) 2 Cor. xiii. 14. 
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viewed the benediction of the church in her New Teſta- 
ment ſtate, it may be proper to conſider that alſo 
which obtained during the former diſpenſation; and 
there we will find no obſcure intimation of the doctrine 
of the Trinity. By divine appointment the church in 
that period was bleſſed in the following words; The 
Lord bleſs thee, and keep thee. The Lord make his Jace 
ſhine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee. The Lord lift 


ip his countenance,upon thee, and give thee peace, (a) 


Bya threefold repetition of the name Jehovah, and with 
a threefold claſs of ſpiritual bleſſings, the church of old 


had the divine benediction pronounced on them. This 


bears ſuch analogy tothe New Teſtament form, as makes 
this doctrine evident from the one as well as the other. 
Guided as we are by the clearer hght, riſing out of the 
churches benediction under the new diſpenſation ; we 
are warranted, with certainty and affurance, to infer 
the doctrine of the Trinity, from that which obtained 
under the old. 

The heavenly atteſtation of he goſpel record is an- 
other proof of this article of the church's faith. For 
there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, 


*ithe Word, and the Holy Ghojt; and theſe three are 


one. (b) the truth ae to the faith of mankind by 
theſe witneſſes is, that Jeſus is the Son of God, and 


the Saviour of the world; that he is come by water 


and blocd, for rhe ſalvation of ſinners ; and that God 
hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 

They are deſcribed from their number, they are three; 
from their work, they bear record ; from the place of 
their glorious reſidence: in heayen ; from their names, 
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt; and 


from the unity of their nature, theſe three are one, 
Perſons ſurely they muſt be, for each of them bears 
' a perſonal office, appears as a witneſs; and performs 
a F PO work, emitting a teſtimony. As they are 


(s) Numb. vi. 24, 2% 36. (% 1 John v, 3. 
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three in their perſonality, ſo they are one in eſſence: 
for theſe three are one, one nature, one eſſence, 
one thing. U , | | 

From what has been offered above, dear Chriſtian 
friends and brethren, we are conſtrained to believe, 


that in the unity of the divine nature there are three 


perſons, of one ſubſtance, power and eternity, God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy - Ghoſt: 


Each of theſe articles of proof repreſents three poſſeſſed 
of all the glory of the Deity. Io believe they are three 


Gods we cannot, without contradicting reaſon and re- 
velation; for both contur in eſtabliſhing the unity of 
the divine nature. Three therefore they mult be in 
their perſonality, while they are one in their eſſence. 
Deeply impreſſed as your minds ſhould be with abhor- 


ance of all Antitrinitarian errors; let it be your con- 


ſtant ſtudy to know, believe, contemplate, adore, pro- 


feſs, and defend the infinitely important doctrine of 


the ſacred Trinity. 


. 
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OF THE PROPER DIVINITY OF OUR BLESSED 
" REDEEMER. © 725 


iul to confider it by itſelf. 
All Socinians and Unitarians are unanimous, in 


deny ing the proper divinity of the Son of God. They 


indeed beſtow upon our Redeemer a variety ol very e- 


LTHOUGH che different arguments already 
mentioned, which eſtabliſn the doctrine of the 
Trinity, confirm at the ſame time the divinity. of 
Chriſt's perſon; yet the oppoſition to this article of truth 
being fo great, the belief of it ſo important, and the 
ſcripture evidence of it ſo full, we have judged it need- 


* 
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minent titles; ſuch as our great Lord and Maſter, our 
bleſſed Lord, our divine Saviour, our divine Maſter and 
Lord, and ſometimes mention the divinity and divine 
nature in him; but all this is perfectly conſiſtent with 
their poſitive denial of the real and proper divinity of 
of his perſon. Whither theſe heretics give thoſe 
names to Jeſus, with a view to make ſome ſatisfac- 
tion for their ſacrilegious robbery. committed upon 
the Son of God, or to deceive the hearts of the ſim- 
ple we cannot tell; but ſurely they are of no uſe to 
repreſent the glory of Chriſt to the children of men, 
as connected with their other ſentiments concerning 
him. It would be exceedingly tedious to quote the va- 
rious expreſſions uſed by authors of this perſaufion, 
whereby their denial of:Jeſus's divini:y clearly appears; 
and therefore a few of them only ſhall be mentioned, 
Dr. WGill in his practical eſſay has the following ex- 


preſſions, . Jeſus Chriſt did not arrogantly ſeize and 


e retain to himſelf, theſe God-like powers and ho 
* nours which he poſleſſed, or was entitled to; he re- 
* garded them not as his prey or booty; as acquiſiti- 
* ons of his own, and for his own uſe, - but as the 
6 gifts of God, to be employed only for his glory.“ 
(a) ©* Jeſus aſſumed: no honour to himſelf, but in 
„ conſequence ot the divine vocation. (bY) * Al- 
mighty God,” that is according to this-author 
God the Father “ deigned to tabernacle with men, 
e in a perſon of their own order, and to manifeſt his 
power, wiſdom, goodneſs and holineſs, in a man 
<« like themſelves. (c) Dr. Price, a famed Unitarian 
in England, has the following words, lt is the con- 
viction that the true object of religious worſhip is 
God the Father only, that in a great meaſure makes 


us Proteſtant Difſenters.—There are other ſavi- 
e ours, but they are his gifts; and of theſe the 


7 1 J Practical eſſay on the death of Jeſus Chriſt, page 414. | 
(b) Page'247. - (e) Page 487, 488. 
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r firſt and beſt is that Saviour who left heaven to de- 
4 „ liver us from fin and. death, and to lift us to an 
e | happy immortality. To this Saviour we owe an 
h = © ardent gratitude ; but the gratitude, we owe to 
f | him is nothing compared with that which we owe 
e to the God who gave him, and whom alone we 
M „% know to be ever near us to hear and notice our 
n | © prayers andpraiſes.” (a) Dr. Prieſtly bas the follow- 
ing aſſertion, I am fully perſuaded that Chriſt was a 
o || © man like ourſelves; and conſequently, that his 
1, | © pre-exiltence, as well as that of other men, bas 
g © no foundation in reaſon, or in ſcripture.” (5). _ 
„la order to repreſent to you, Chriltian friends, 
, the received doctrine of the church upon this head, in 
oppoſition to theſe blaſphennes, we need only lay be- 
1. fore your view the following quotation from the 
- | Weltminiter confeſſion of faith.“ The Son of God, 
d © the ſecond perſon in the Trinity, being-very and 
). | © eternal God, of one ſubſtance and equal wich the 
Father; did, when the fullneſs of time was come, 
i- © take upon him man's nature with all the eſſential 
e || © properties, and common infirmities thereof, yet 
'” | © without fin; being conceived by the power of the 
na | © Holy Ghoſt, in tne womb of the virgin Mary of 
. | her ſubſtance. So that two whole, perfect, and 
rand diſtin& natures, the Godhead and the man- 
1, | © hood, were inſeparably joined in one perſon, with- 
is „ out converſion, compoſition or confuſion. ' Which 
n | -< perſon is very God, and very man, yet one Chriſt, 
n | the only mediator between God and man,” () The 
1 following part of this Section ſhall be employed in 
is | bringing forth the ſcripture evidence of the true, real 
s and proper divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. _ 

i- Ihe applying to Chriſt, in the writings of the New 


| (a) Holy ſcriptures the only rule of faith, page 254. 
(+) Preface to letters to Dr. Horſlely. 
{c ) Weſtminſter confeſſion, chap viii fect. 2. 
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Teſtament, ſeveral texts of ſctipture contained in the 
Old, which belong unto the true God only, proves 


his proper divinity. If it can be ſhown that many 


things, ſaid of the true God in the Old Teſtament, are 
applied to Chriſt in the New, it will be undeniably prov- 
ed that he, equally with his eternal Father, poſſeſſes 
the divine nature. Of the grea: Jehovah it is ſaid of o/d 
thou haſt laid the foundation of the earth ; and the 
heavens are the work of thy hands. They ſhall periſh, but 


thou ſhalt endure ; yea all of them ſhail wax old like a 


* 


* 


garment ; as a veſture ſhall thou change them, and they 
Gall be changed. But thou art the ſame, and thy years 
hall have no end. (a) All theſe great and glorious, 


things God the Father ſays of the Son; and thou Lord 


in the beginning haſt laid the foundations of the earth; 


and the heavens are the works of thine hands. They 


ſhall periſh but thou remaineſt ; and they all ſhall wax 
eld as doth a garment; and as a veſture ſhall thou fold 
them up, and they ſhall be changed; but thou art the 
ſame, and thy years ſhall not fail. (b)—Ifaiah thus de- 
ſeribes a glorious viſion which he had of the great Je- 
hovah; In the year that ling Uzziah died, I jaw alſo 
the Lord fitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and 


his train filled the temple. Above it ſtood the ſera- 


phims : each one had fix wings, with twain he co- 
vered his face, with twain he covered his feet, and 
with twain he did fly. And one ctied unto another 


and ſaid, Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hoſts, the whole 


earth is full of his glory. (c That Jetus Chriſt was 
this Jehovah, whoſe glory on this occaſion was mani- 
teſted to the prophet, is clear from the evangeliſt's 


anfallible interpretation of it, when, after quoting the 


words of this chapter, he ſays, theje things jaid Eſaias, 
when he ſaw his glory, and ſpate of him. (d )—Various 
inſtances we have, in the writings of Ifaiab, of the 


* 


(e) Iſa. vi. 1, 2, 3. 9 John xil. 41. 
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great Jehovah deſcribing himſelf by this peculiar cha- 
i I am the firſt and I am the laſt (a). Jeſus 
Chriſt more frequently, in the revelations of John, 
exhibits his own glory to the church, by uſing the 
ſame expreſſions, I am alpha and omega, the beginning 
and the ending ear not; for I am the firſt and 
the laſt (). Another glorious character, which je- 
hovah applies to himſelt may be added; I the Lord 


ſearch the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man 


according to bis: ways, and accordin * to the fruit 
of his doings (c). By theſe very words Jeſus plainly 
els that knowledge, which all the churches 
{hall have of him; And 1 will ki!l her children with 
death; and all the churches hall know that I am he 
which ſearchbeth the reins and hearts, and I will gire 
unto every one of you according to your wotks (d). It any 
ſhould aſk who is the ſpeaker ot theſe words? the an- 
ſwer will be found in the firſt words of the epiſtle, 
Unto the angel of the church of Thyatira, write theſe 


things ſaith _ Son of God, who hath eyes like unto 


a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine braſs. (e) How 
is it then that theſe great things, ſpoken of Jehovah, 
are applied unto Chriit ? Upon no other ground can 
ce done, but becauſe Jeſus is truly and propenty 

0 

Theſe texts of holy ſcripture, which declare the e- 
quality and oneneſs of Jeſus Chriſt with his eternal 
Father, eſtabliſſi the truth of his proper divinity; of 
them we ſhall mention three. Ihe firſt of them is 
the words of the Prophet: Aroate, O ſword, againſt 

my ſhepherd, and againſt the man that 1s my fellow, 


faith 2 Lird of buſts. (fy The ſpeaker of theſe words 


is Jehovah Sabaoth ; and the perſon ſpoken of is the 
Lord Jeſus, as appears from his application of them 


(a) Ila. xli. 4 —Xliv. 6.—xlviii, 12. 

(b) Rev. i. 8, 11, 17.—ii. 8.—Xxii. 13. (c) Jer. xvii. 10. 

%) Rev. il. 3. , Rev. ii. 18. (J) Zech, xiii, 7. 
E | 
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unto himſelf; Then ſaith Jeſus unto them, all ye Hal 


be offended becauſe of me this night ; for it is written 


1 will ſnite the ſhepherd, and the ſheep of the flock ſhall 


be ſcattered, abroad (a). In this oracle of tru:h, the 
Lord of hoſts repreſents Jeſus Chriſt, in a threefold 
view; in his mediatorial character, my ſhepherd ; in 
his human nature; the man, and in his divine God- 
head, that is my fellow. The fellow of any perſon 
fignifies, both in common and in ſacred language, 
his companion and equal. When Jeſus 1s called the 
fellow ot the Lord of hoſts, it points him out to us 
as his companion and equal. In all eternity he was 
his companion ; for he was by him as one brought 
up with him, he was daily his delight, rejoicing al- 
ways before him. His equal he. alſo is, being the 
fame with him in nature, perfections, underſtanding, 
will, counſels and operation.—The ſecond ſcripture, 
on this branch of evidence, is the. words of Jeſus him- 
felf; I and my Father are one (b). Theſe words plainly 
declare the equality and oneneſs of Jeſus Chriſt with 
God the Father; and were it not for the wicked 
perverſion of the plaineſt dictates of ſcripture, we 
needed not add a word for explanation. Two conſi- 
derations, taken from the context, prove it to be a di- 
vine and eſſential oneneſs betwixt Chriſt and his Fa- 
ther, that is here intended. In the two foregoing verſes, 
the giving eternal life to believers, and their preſerva- 
tion from periſhing, or being plucked out of their 
bleſſed ſtate, is, in the ſame glorious and majeſtic 
manner, aſcribed unto Chriſt, as it is unto the Fa- 
ther. Beſides, it is evident 88 the following ver- 
ſes, tbat the Jews underſtood him to ſpeak of ſuch an 
oneneſs with the Father, as warranted them to charge 
him with blaſphemy; bu: he, inſtead of contradicting 
their opinion, by what he adds rather confirms it, 
«which he could not have done had they miſtaken his 


70 ) Matth xxvi. 31. £4) John x. 3o. 
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meaning. That expreſſion in the preceding verſe, my 
Fut ber is greater than all, is no contradiction to our 
ſenſe of the text. Our Lord Jeſus is not included a- 
mong the all, than whom the Father is greater. 
Ihey only comprehend all wicked men and devils, 
who are both diſpoſed to wiſh the deſttuction of belie- 
vers, and actually endeavour to pluck themgrom their 
bleſſed ſtate. 'Che ſenſe of this expreſſion is the ſame 
with that of the apoſtle ; Greater is he that is in yous 
than he that is in the world (a). Nor are thggyords ot 
the Lord Chriſt, My Father is greater than F(b), any 
objection to what bas been aſſerted. jeſus has both 
a twofold nature, of God and of man; and a twotold 
character, divine and mediatorial. In the verſe where 
this expreſſion is contained, Jeſus ſpeaks once and 
again of his going to his Father. We alk, as to 
which of his natures, and in which of his charaQers 
did Jeſus go unto the Father? The anſwer muſt be, 
as to his human nature, and in his mediatorial cha- 
rater. The obvious concluſion is this, Jeſus is ſpeak- 
ing of himſelf in his aſſumed nature, and office capa- 


city, in which the Father is greater than he; brt no 


ſuch thing is faid of him, in his divine nature and 
character. The laſt text we mention, on this point of 
proof, is the words of Paul, Who being in the form of 
God thought it not robbery to be equal with God. (c) All 
that is needful to be obſerved on theſe words, may be 
comprehended in one ſentence. Since Chrilt's being 


in the form of a ſervant, and made in the likeneſs of 


man, mentioned in the following verſe, ſignity that he 
was really a ſervant, and actually poſſeſſed an human 
nature; ſo his being in the form of God, and think- 


ing it not rohbery to be equal with God, muſt figuity 


that he is truly God, and eſſentially one with him in 
nature and perfections. If the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is 
the fellow of the Lord of hoſts, one w'th his eternal 


«*#g 
— 
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(a) Jer. xi 6. (6) Ilaiah xv. 24, 25. Ce, Phil, ü. 30, 
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Father, in the form of God, and thought it not f. 
robbery to be equal with God, muſt he not be a di- b 


vine perſon? | 8 tl 
The glorious names, which in ſcripture are beſtowed tl 


- on Chriſt, confirm the truth of his proper divinity. If c; 


divine names are given to Chriſt, of the divine nature le 
he muſt he poſſeſſed; for as his name is ſo is he, The a 
names Jehovah, God, and Lord, are, in their moſt a 
proper meaning, applied unto him. T brs is the name a 
wherebyglageſhall be called, Jehouah eur righteouſneſs (d). * 
That theſe words, are applicable to Chriſt alone will ſ: 


appear, if we conſider the context, and the import of U 


the words themſclves. The perſon called by this name 


is deſcribed in the foregoing words, as a righteous 


8 
b 
branch raiſed unto David, as a king reigning and pro- u 
ſpering, as the ſaviour of Judah, and as the preparer v 
of a fate dwelling for Iſracl; all which are applicable 1s 
to the Redeemer only. The words themſelves con- if 
firm this. Who has a right to be called the Lord Il ſt 
our righteouſneſs but the glorious Meſliah-who I a 
brought in everlaſting righteouſneſs, and who is made a 
of God to al his people, righteouſneſs. Our Re- t. 
deemer is called Jehovah in thefe words of the pro-. 
phet, ſurely ſhall one ſay in the Lord bave I righteou/- G 
neſs and ſtrength ;In. the Lord or Jehovah ſhall all Ni C 
the ſeed. of Iſrael be juſtified (a). That our mediator o 
is Jehovah, mentioned in thete verſes, is put beyond is 
a doubt by the apoſtle's application of the foregoing a 
verſe to bim in the following manner: That at the tt 
name of Feſus every knee [vould bow, of things in bea- Ip 
ven, and things en earth, and things under the earth; | a 
and that every tongue ſhould confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt is I. 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father (b). Beſides || h 
the ſcope of the words themſclves point us to Jeſus 1 
only, as the glorious perſon whom they deſcribe. | 9 
From whom is it that believers receive righteouſneſs 4 
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for juſtification? In whole grace are they called too 
be Les? And to whole perſon are they united 
that they may obtain all thoſe things ? Is it not Chriſt 
the Lord? He therefore is this Jehovah.—He is alſo 
called God. The word was God, lo the Son he 
faith, thy throne, O God. If it ſhould be ſaid, angels 
and magiſtrates are called gods; it is anſwgged they 
are ſo called in an improper ſenſe; and ſomething is 
added to convince mankind that this is Abe caſe. 
When angels are called by chis name, i xt the 
ſame time, are repreſented as worſhipers ; And wor- 
ſhipers of Chriſt, 0 hi him all ye gods, When ma- 
iltrates receive this name, it is immediately added, 
but ye ſhall die lite men. No degrading expreſſion is 
uſed, wben this hame is applied io Chriſt; but the 
very oppoſite. In the former of theſe inſtances Chriſt 
is ſaid to be in the beginning with God, and is repre- 
ſented as tbe creator of all things. In the latter in- 
| ſtance, he is ſaid to have an everlaſting throne, and 
| a righteous ſceptre. But to ſettle the matter beyond 
all poſſibility of diſpute, that the name of God is given 
to Chriſt in its moſt proper and higheſt ſenſe, we ob- 
- | f{erve to you, that he is in ſcripture called the great 
- | Gid,—the mighty God,—the true God,—tbe only wiſe 
1 | 64, and God over all bleſſed for ever, Amen, ——To 
© | our glorious Redeemer allo, the divine title of Lord 
is aſcribed. As he is not among the gods many, who 
e 


are found among the creatures; neither is he among 

the lords many, who are taken from the naturally de- 

| pendent race, Peter calling him Lord, immediately 

] afcribes omniſcience unto him; Lord, thou kneweſt all 
s | things. Thomas obtaining a diſcovery of Jeſus, after 
s || having been overwhelmed in unbelief, cries out, 
S | My Lord and my God, He is called Lord of all, Ring 
> | of kings and Lard of lords, and the Lord God of the 
s 0h Rn Seeing Jeſus Chriſt is expreſsly called 
Jehovah, God and Lord, in the natural and proper 


5 Fro 2 7: Rimany and Warning ! srer. Is 
meaning of theſe names, he muſt be poſſeſſed of the 


divine Godhead. 


The aſcribing to Chriſt gerfo@ions; which are pe- 


= evliar to the divine eſſence, proves his real divinity. 


If the eſſential and incommunicable attributes of the 
great Jehovalypertain unto him, he muſt Be a divine 
petſon. In ſearching the ſcriptures we will find that 
they teſtiſy of the Lord Chriſt, as a perſon to whom 
the natural attributes of the Deity belong, * Omni- 
- preſenggyis one of thoſe perfections. 1 he words of 
David confi m this; whether /hall I fly from thy pre- 
fence (a). This perfection belongs unto Chriſt, His 
own promiſe to the church makes this evident ; where 
gor three are gathered together in my name, therk am 
in themidſt of them (b); and again, Lo I am with you 
way, even unto the end of the world(c)—Omnitct- 
ence is an eſſential attribute of the Deity ; tor the eyes 
of the Lord are in every place, beholding the evil and 
the good (d). The church confeſſes this to be a per- 
leclon of her Lord; all net God ſearch this out, for 
he kneweth the ſecrets of the heart (e). The following 
texts prove that Jeſus is ®mniſcient : Jeſus did not 
commit himſelf unto them, becauſe he knew all men. And 
needed not that any ſhould teſtify of man, for he knew 
hat was in nan (J). And he ſaid unto him, Lord, 
thou knewweſt all things; thou knoxweſt that I love thee (g). 
Ard all the churches ſhall know that I am he which 
fearcheth the reins and hearts (h)-—Omnipotence is 
an eſſential property of God; for he ſays of himſelf, 
Tamthe aimighty God (i). Your Redeemer, O Chriſti- 
ans, is alſo omnipotent. Of himſelf he ſays, I am 
the alpha and omega,—the almigbty (). Of him the 


(a) Pfalm cxxxix. 7. (5) Matth. xviii. 20. 
(e Matth. xxviii. 20. (d, Prov. xv. 3. 

(e) Pſalm xliv. 21, 9) John ii. 24, 25. 
(c) John xxi. 1). () Rev. ii. 23. 
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apoſtle teſtifies, de pal. change our vile body, that FI 
may be Faſhioned unto his r glorgous bedy, according of 3 3 
4% the workin ef cr, be i able even to: ſubdue ni! 

things to himſelf (I). Omnipotent he certainly muſt be, 
r be uphgldeth gil things by the word of, his power (. 
Abet terthty belongs to "the nature of, God. 
From a ki e - of her Lad — -£4 
church ſings, from everlaſtifhy fo. everlaſting theu <1 
God (n). That this perfection belongs to brit, the” ** 4 
following ſcripture evidences clearly atteſt : The ſame 45 6 
was in the beginning with Cod (e). And be is before 8 1 
all things, an by him all things conſiſt. (p) The Lord 2 
7707 me in dhe beginning of his way, before his nt Eh 
of old. I was ſet up from everlaſting, from the be * 
ning, or ever the earth wgs. (q) Whoſe goings forth haue 
been from of old, from everlaſiing (r).—Ablolute ſupre- 1 
macy over albis a natural property of the divine eſſence; "44 I 
For he is the bleſſed and only potentate(s). This alſo is 
d | aſcribed to the Lord jeſus. In the baptiſt's teſtimony, Y 
concerning him gis aſſerted ; He that cometh from above X 
i above all, — he that cometh from heaven is above all. 
g (ln addition to this, the declaration ot Paul deſerves _ 
ot our attention; *Whoſe are the fathers, and of whom as 
d concerning the feeſb Chriſt came, who is over all, Gus 1 
w i bleſſed for ever, Amen (u. Unchangeableneſs alſo de. Wy 
d, | longs to the nature of God; for he claims it to hin- 3 
). ſelf; I am the Lord, 1 change not; taerefore ye, ſons of + * *M 
h Jacob, are not conſumed (x). To Chriſt this perfection " 
is is expreſsly attributed; Jeſus Chriſt the ſame yeſterday, 
f, and to day, and * 0) Sceing theretore the blefled 
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Redeemer poſſeſſes thoſe divine perfections, he muſt 
alſo partake of that infinite nature to which they are 
eſſential, and be very and eternal God. 

The proper divinity of our Redeemer will appear, 


if we conſider tlie divine works which are performed 


by him. If works peculiar to the great Goc are done 
by Jeſus, we'muſtzenher acknowledge him to be truly 
God, -or admit the abſurdity, that the works of God 
may be accompliſhed by the creature's power. The 
divine works of creation, of providence, and of re- 
demption are aſcribed to him who is our Mediator, 
from which we may have our faith, in his real and 
proper divinity, confirmed. — The work of creating all 
things is peculiar to God, and by theſe he diſtinguiſhes 
himſelf from the idols of the heathen. T he gods that 
hath not made, the heavens, and the earth, even they 
ſhall periſh from theearth, and from under theſe heavens. 


Hie hath made the earth by his pozver, he hath e/tabliſh- 


ed the world by his wiſdom, and hath ſtretched out the 
heavens by his diſcretion (a). This is one of the works 
of Chriſt the Lord. All things were made by him ; 
and without him was not any thing made that was made 
(). For by him were all things created that are in 
heaven, and that are in earth, vi ihble and inviſible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, 


or powers ; all things were made by*him and for him. 


But unto the Son he ſaith, —and thou Lord in the be- 


ginning haſt laid the foundations of the earth (c). The 


blaſphemous fiction, that God almighty employed 
Chriſt, as an inferior agent or-inſtrument in the work 
of creation, is both irrational and antiſcriptural. It 
is irrational; for what agency of an inferior could there 
poſhiblybe, when the Lord ſpake and it was done, 
when he commanded.and all things were eſtabliſhed. 
It is antiſcriptural, for the word of God aſeribes, in 
as ſtrong and poſitive terms, the work of creation to 


64) Jer. x. 11, 12. (6b) John i. 3. (c) Col. i. 16. 
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Chriſt, as it does unto the Father. Providence is alſo 


a peculiar work of God; O Lord thou preſerugſi man 


and beaſt, This is another divine work of our Re- 
deemer. The ſacred oracles teſtify of him, that by 
him all things conſiſt, and that he upholdeth all things, 
by the word of his power (a).—The redemption of ſin- 
ners, as the ſcripture teſtifieth, is a work peculiar to 
God; None of them can byany means redeem his brother, 
or give to God à ranſom for him (b). This is the work 
of Jeſus. Chriſt bath redeemed us from the curſe of 
the law (c). In whem we have redemption through his 
blood (d). By his own blood he entered in once into the 
holy place, having obtained eternahredemption for us(e). 
Behold, O Chriſtians, your Lord Jeſus creating all 
things, upholding all things, and redeeming elect ſin- 
ners; and in each of theſe works diſcern a proof of 
his divine Godhead. 33 

The aſcribing divine worſhip to the Lord Chriſt de- 
monſtrates his proper divinity. That divine worſhip 
is due to him only, who is poſſeſſed of the divine na- 
ture, is a dictate of reaſon, and confirmed by divine 
revelation. Theſe words of Ghrift contain an eternal 
truth, thou ſbalt worſhip the Lord thy Gad, and him 
only ſhalt thou ſerve (F). If it can be made evident, that 
this worſhip which is peculiar to God, is required 
from rational creatures, and paid by them unto our 
Mediator; the truth of his ſupreme divinity will cer- 
tainly be confirmed. Let us now ſee what light the 
lacred oracles afford upon this head. Jeſus is therein 
repreſented as the object of the churches obedience. 
When ſinners are converted they are brought unto his 
obedience, and the law which they obey, is the law 
ff Chriſt. The miniſters and profeſſors of his religion 
n every age, complying with his authority, have diſ- 
denſed and received the ordinances of a preached goſ- 


(% Heb. f. 3. (8) Pal. ix 3. (e) Gal. Hi 13. 
(d) Eph. i. 7. (e) Heb. ix. 12. (J) Matth. iv. 10. 
| : F 
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pel, baptiſm, and the Lord's ſupper. With refer. 
ence unto. theſe inſtitutions his royal orders are, Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the goſpel unto every 
creature ( 9). Go ye therefore and teach all nations, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy G heſt (h). This do, in remembrance of 
me (i). In Chriſt's in{lituting theſe ordinances, the 
expreſſions uſed to the typical Mediator are not found. 
The Lord ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, ſpeak unto the 
children of Iſrael; but they are appointed by him in 
ſuch a manner, as plainly diſcovers, that he was not 
poſſeſſed merely of ſubordinate, but of ſupreme au- 
thority. —He is the object of his peoples religious 
contemplation in the ordinances of his grace. This 
Was an act of worthip given by the church unto the 
Lord; wwe have thought of thy loving kindneſs, O God, 
in the midſt of thy temple (k). That this part of ſacred 
homage is due from us to the Lord Jeſus, will be evi. 
dent from the following texts of ſcripture. This do 
in remembrance of me (I). That ye may be able to con- 
prehend with all ſaints, what is the breadth, and length, 
and gepth, and height, and to know the love of Chriſt 
which paſſeth knowledge (m). Wherefore holy brethren, 
partaters of the heavenly calling, confider the apo/ilt 
and high prieft of your profeſſion, Chriſt Feſus (n).— 
Ile is the object of the church's faith. Let not your 
heart be troubled, ye believe in God, believe alſo in ne. 
(o) Believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt bi 


ſaved (p). This faith is fixed on Chriſt as its divine 


object, becauſe it is for the enjoyment of eternal fa 


vation. If the man is curſed that truſteth in man, and 


maketh fleſh his arm; ſurely Jeſus muſt be infinite! 


amore than man, more than a creature; 8 it is the 
(2 Mark xvi. 15. (ee Matth. xxviii. 19. 
(i Luke xxii. 19. (7 Pſal. xlviii g. 
(/) Luke xxii. 19. (m) Eph iii. 18, 19. 
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romiſe of God concerning him, in his name ſhall the 
Gentiles truſt (d).— He is the object of believers 
prayers. When Jacob by faith bleſſed the ſons of 
Joſeph, he prayed unto Chriſt; the angel which re- 
deemed me from all evil, bleſs the lads (e). How many 
of the church's prayers are directed to Chriſt her be- 
loved, in that moſt ſpiritual portion of ſacred writing, 
the ſong of Solomon? To him the penitent thief upon 
the croſs addreſſed himſelf, in the prayer of faith, when 
he had eternity immediately in his view; Lord remem- 
ber me gohen thou comeſt into thy kingdom (F). Another 
inſtance of praying to Chriſt we have in the behaviour 
of Stephen at his death; of whom the ſcripture teſti- 
fieth, that he was 4 man full of faith and of the Holy 
Ghoft (g). And they ſtoned Stephen. What was Ste- 
phen's exerciſe when they were employed in this un- 
hallowed action? Calling upon God. How did he call 
on God? Saying, Lord Jeſus receive my ſpirit. () 


With a prayer to Chriſt the ſcripture is concluded; 


Amen, even ſo come Lord Jeſus. The grace of our 
Lord Yeſus Chriſt be with you all, Amen (i),—He is 
the bleſſed object of the adoration and praiſe of angels 
and redeemed men: This will appear if we attend to 
their joyful ſong. Unto him that loved us, and waſh- 
ed us from our fins in his blood; and hath made us 
kings and prieſts unte God and his Father; io him be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever, Amen (k). And 
1 beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round 
about the throne, and the beaſts, and the elders ; and 
the number of them was ten thouſand times ten thouſand, 
and thouſands of thouſands ; ſaying, with a loud voice, 
worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain to receive power, and 
riches, and wiſdom, and ftrength, and honour,” and 


glory, and bleſſing. And every creature which is in 


. (4) Matth. Xii, 21. {e) Gen. xlviii. 16. 
Luke xx:11. 42. (g) Ads vi. 5. 
(h) Adgts wi. 59, (i) Rev, xxii. 20, 21. (, Rev. i. 5,6" 
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heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and 


. ſuch as are in the ſea, and all that are in-them, heard 


J. ſaying, bleſſing, and honour, and glory, and power 
be unto him that fitteth upon the throne, and unto the 


Lamb for ever and ever (a).—He is alſo worſhiped by 


the church in the ordinances of baptiſm and miniſterial 


benediction; for Chriſtians are both baptized, and 


bleſſed in his name. If in theſe ordinances, divine 
worſhip is paid unto the Father, it is alſo given to 
Chriſt; for there is no difference. Now, Chriſtians, 
whither i it be right in the ſight of God to join with holy 
angels and redeemed ſinhers, in believing Chriſt's di- 


vinity, and giving him the glory due unto his name; 
or to ſay a confederacy with his enemies, who deny 
his Godhead, and defame his perſon, judge ye. 


The ſcriptural account of the divine and media- 
torial fulneſs of the Redeemer, preſents a moſt co- 


gent proof of his divinity. Of his divine fulneſs the 
ſcriptural repreſentation is, For in him dwelleth all 


the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily (H. Every word 
in this text deſerves a particular conſideration. The 
connection betwixt the truth contained in it, and 
the apoſtle's exhortation, in the three foregoing verſes, 


is plainly marked, in the firſt word of the verſe. He 


had been exhorting believers, who had received Chriſt 


jeſus the Lord, to walk in him; to be rooted: and 


built up in him; to be eſtabliſned in the faith; and to 
beware of ſüffering themſelves, by any means, to be 


drawn away from him, The truth declared in the 


verſe under our view, contain the reaſon of theſe ex- 


hortations, which is taken from the excellency of his 


perſon. It is as if the apoſtle had ſaid, Jeſus, whom 


you have received, is no ordinary propher, or meſſen- 


ger from heaven, but is God as well as man; all theſe 
duties you are called to perform, for in him dwelleth 


all the fulneſs of the Godhead — Nl perſon 


4 640 Rey. V. 11, 12, 13. . 0 ca i. 9 · 
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of whom Paul here ſpeaks is the ſame that is mention- 
ed in the eight and fixth verſes, and may be thus ſup- 
plied from the latter; for in Jeſus Chriſt the Lord 
dwelleth all the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. 
That which is declared to dwell in Chriſt is all the 
fulneſs of the Godhead. The Godhead ſigni- 
ies, the divine being, nature or eſſence; that which 
God neceflarily is in himſelf. The fulnefs of 
the Godhead muſt denote the divine nature, and all 
the perfections and glory which belong unto it. The 
fulneſs of the Godhead is perfe&ly different from the 


fulneſs of God, and is of an infinitely higher ſignifica- 


tion. The fulneſs of God can ſignify no more, than that 
fulneſs of grace and glory whereof God is the author; 
and which he beſtows upon his people, in this and in 
the future world. But the fulneſs of the Godhead or 
divine eflence, is that underived, incommunicable, 
and neceſſary fulneſs, which eſſentially belongs unto 
the infinite nature of Jehovah. All the fulneſs of 
the Godhead is carrying the expreſſion to its utmoſt 
conceivable extent. It is not a part, but the whole 
of this fulneſs, of which the apoſtle is ſpeaking. This 
fulneſs dwells in Chriſt, It does nor tabernacle for a 
time, but ir abides and continues with him for ever and 
ever. It is alſo added, that it dwells bodily in him, 
This fulneſs dwells in him really, not in a figurative 
manner; and ſubſtantially, in oppoſition to that which is 
typical. Theſe words warrant the following aſſertion; 
all the fulnefs of Jehovah's eternity, infinity, unchange- 
ableneſs, glory, bleſſedneſs, ſovereignity, wiſdom, power, 
juſtice, faithfulneſs, love, grace and mercy, eſſentially 
belongs unto, and forever abides in Jeſus Chriſt the 
Lord. If theſe words do not teach us this glorious. 
truth, it will be impoſlible to find out any other thing, 
conſiſtent with the text, which is taught us therein. 

Stronger or clearer expreſſions of the ſupreme divinity 
of the eternal Father cannot be conceived; than that 
which is here uſed and applied unto the Redeemer. 

Our concluſion from theſe words cannot be denied, 
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that ſince all the fulneſs of the Godhead, dwelleth 
bodily in Chriſt, he muſt neceſſarily be poſſeſſod of the 
divine nature. — The ſcriptural account of the media- 
torial fulneſs of Chriſt leads our minds to the belief 
of the ſame truth. Of our Mediator it is teſtified, that 
he is full of grace and truth, and of his fulneſs have all 
De received and grace for grace( a ). For it hath pleaſed. 
the Father that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell (b). He 
is the head over all things unto the church, which is 
his body, the fulneſs of him that filleth all in alli c). Three 
things are, in theſe expreſſions, preſented to our view. 
The mediatorial fulneſs of Chriſt itſelf. By this we 
underſtand, that immeaſurable and inconceivable ſtore 


of new covenant — which is, for the glory of 
n 


God, and for the benefit of men, depoſited in Jeſus 
Chriſt, as he is the mediator of the better teſta- 
ment. In him is lodged a fulneſs of ſpiritual light 
and life, of juſtifying merit and righteouſneſs, of ſanc- 
tifying ſpirit and influence, of grace and glory.— The 
manner in which this fulneſs is in him, it hath pleaſed 
the Father that it ſhould be ſo. Nothing of this kind 
is faid of his divine fulneſs, which we have already 
conſidered; becauſe it is equally neceſſary and eſſential, 
as is the fulneſs of the Father; but it is ſurely true of 
that fulneſs of Chriſt whieh is mediatorial. The eſta- 
bliſhing of Chriſt in his mediatory character, and all the 
blefſed eſſects of this conſtitution to the children of 
men, originate from the ſovereign will and good plea- 


ſure of Jehovah. The treaſuring up of this fulneſs . 


in Jeſus Chriſt, belonging as it does to the ſcheme of 
grace, mult proceed from the ſame ſource. It is there. 


fore by a ſovereign, wiſe and unchangeable appoint- 


ment of the Father, that all this fulneſs is in him. We 
have alſo the glorious deſign of this marvellous diſ- 
penſation of God, with reference unto his people; that 
they out of his fulneſs might receive grace for grace; 
and that by His fulneſs, they might be filled all in all. 


- 


* 


* 
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The people of God receive out of his ſulneſs, by the 
Saviour's communicating it unto them; and they art 
filled with it by the Redeemer's act of beftowing it upon 
them. Having purchaſetl for his people all the bleſſ- 


ings contained in this fulneſs, they are all lodged with 


him, that he, by communicating them to believers in 


every age, may make his grace ſufficient for them, and 
perfect ſtrength in their weakneſs. From this account 
of the mediatorial fulneſs of Chriſt, we may argue in 
the following manner, that it is not poſſible for us to 
conceive the Lord Jeſus to be capable of receiving, 
containing, managing and diſpenſing all this infinite 
ſtore of ſpiritual and eternal bleſſings, which the 
ſaints in every age have enjoyed, and which they ſhall 
eternally poſſeſs, if he is a created, a human perſon, 
or naturally inferior to God. Certainly a work of this 
kind is competent to him only who is God over all and 
bleſſed, for ever, Amen. Where would be the diſ- 
play of the wiſdom of God in a myſtery, the manifold 
wiſdom of God, in committing all the bleſſings, which 
he deſigned for his people in time and through eternity, 
into the hands of a creature? Where would be the ſe- 
curity of the believing ſeed, for enjoying all this fulneſs, 
were it entruſted with oe who is an inferior to God? 
From the conſideration of all this infinite charge which 
is in the hand of Jeſus, his divinity clearly appears. 
The mediatorial actions of Jeſus Chriſt prove the 
divinity of his perſon ; of theſe we ſhall mention only 
a few. Chriſt's ſending the Spirit unto the church, is 
a clear proof of his divinity. Our Mediator being aſ- 
ſcended into heaven, ſends, equally with the Father, 
the Spirit of God to perform his work in the ſalva- 
tion of ſinners. But when the Comforter is come whom 


I will ſend unte you from the Father (a). But if I depart. 


=- 


Iwill fend him unto you (b). From what has been al- 
ready hinted in the firſt Se from what is 
(a) John xv. 26. , hn vi. 7, 
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afterwards ſaid in ſection ſixth, it is clearly proved that 
the Spirit of God is a divine perſon. Nowit our glorious 
Mediator ſends him unto his people, he muſt alſo be a 
divine perſon. It is not competent unto one who is 
a creature. to ſend the divine Spirit, to give him a 
commiſſion, and appoint unto him his work. Since Jeſus 
our Redeemer does all this with reſpect to the Spirit, 
his divinity muſt be indiſputably evident. He alſo 
works by the Spirit. As the Father's working by the 
Son and-the Holy Ghoſt is a proof of his divinity ; ſo 
the Son's working by the Holy Spirit is an equally clear a 
confirmation of the divinity of his perſon. . That this ec 
is true of the Son of God is aſſerted in the following in 
words; ' Until the day in which he was taken up, after te 
he had through the Holy Ghoft given commandments unto al 
the apoſtles whom he had choſen (a). The miraculous th 


works recorded in the New Teſtament prove his divi- m 

nity. Theſe are of two kinds; the miracles wrought Nc 

by himſelf, and thoſe which were done by his apoſtles. ſo 

Jeſus performed his miraculous works in ſuch a way, ſe 
© as is competent to none inferior to God. They were 1 
. wrought by his own power, done in his own name, Ie 
andaccompliſhed i in the moſt ſolemn and majeſtic man- th 

ner. To the leper he ſaid, I will be thou clean; to 707 
Lazarus he cried, Lazarus come forth; to Jarius' 8 to 


daughter he ſaid, Maid ariſe; and to chaſe who were di 
poſſeſſed with the devil he en his divine command, an 
I charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more th 

mto him. The miracles done by the apoſtles of Chriſt ed 
may be adduced as a proof of his divinity; for they cn 

were allwrought in his name. When Peter and John Io 
_ cured the lame man, the words they uſed are re- alt 
markable; In the name of Jeſus Chriſt of Nazareth, riſe I 
up and walk (b). Is it t poſſible that miracles can be ſul 
wrought in the pame, and by the power of a creature? Ina 
Beycud all N the divinity of Chriſt is moſt * 
. * a 


, * it, '6. 


natural impofſibility, and incl 
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certainly confirmed; by his own miracles, and thoſe 


of his apoſtles. Our Redeemer's bearing the ſins of 
his people, which are infinite both in their number and 
intrinſic evil; his enduring at once and entirelyexhauſt- 
ing the infinite, wrath of God; and his giving an in- 
finite ſatisfaction for his peoples ſin, cleXMy confirm the 
divinity of his perſon. That he has done this, is evi- 
dent from. Daniel's deſcription of his work, which is 


to finiſh the transgreſſiom, and to make an ende fins, 
and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in 


ever afting righteouſneſ5\(b). None of thoſe things are 


in the power of the creature. They are competent 
to him only, who is truly a divine perſon. To this 
argument it is objected, that Jeſus in this work had 
the almighty ſupport of his Father, and therefore he 


might go through with it, tho', in his perſonality and 


nature, he h inferior to God. To this objection 
ſome have anſwered, that Jeſus was left entirely to him- 


ſelf in this work, and ſhared not of his Father's ſupport. - 


This method of replying, to ſay no worſe of it, is the 
effect of a very culpable inattention, It is contrary to 
the words of Gagl concerning him, My /exwant whom I 
uphold, Iwill hold thy hand and will keep thee ; contrary 


to Chriſt's own account of his ſituation when bearing 


0 


divine wrath, Jam ndt alone for the Father is with me 7 
and contrary to the neceſſary connection that is among 
the divine perſons, ſo that none of them can be employ- 
ed in any work about the creatures, without the con- 
carrence of the other two. The proper anſwer to the 


objection is as follows: It is not competent even to 


ar the infi- 
for it, and 
ge This is a 
plain cootradicti- 
. 


almighty power to make a finite perſon 
nite weight of ſi give jufinite ſatisfagi 
ſuſtain, at onse d remove inſige wa 
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ports of the almighty power and grace of God can 
never make the obedience of a creature infinitely me- 
ritorious, or his ſufferings infinitely ſatisfadory; j this! 
can proceed from the infniig Kigaitnof the perſon 


obeying and ſufferings and ches lone —His quicken- 
ing finners Tontirms this truth.” Of this we have an 


account in his own words, for as the Father raiſeth 


up th dead and quickene'h them; even fo the Son 


quickeneth zohom Vie toill. Veril ”, verily, T ſay unto 
vont, ths baer is coming, end now is, when the dead 


all hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that 
* bear ſhall live (c). Theſe words: preſent ro our view 


che allowing” properties of his quickening work. It 


is of the ſame nature with the Father's quickening; 


the power of Chriſt is the cauſe; the ſovereign wil 
of Chriſt is the rule; it is by hearing his divine voice 
that they live; and this work is perpetually going on 


in the World below; all of Which, abundantly confirm 


his Fivinicy; Quit Mediator is the foundation and 
head of zhe church, from which his divinity is evi. 


dent. N ber foundations can no man lay, than that 
1s laid ug de, Jen (0. nd ſays the ſame 
apoſtle, „ bend of the body, the church; wwhz 
is the beg the frft born from the dend; that in 


havathe pre-Ininenag (e). How 19! 
poſſibſe to*concerve; chat the weight of the eternal ſal- 
vation vf millions of the fallen family of Adam, ſhould 
be rated upon a creature as its foundation? And how 
cane if he3maginedgthat a creature can be the quicken- 

g. diregting, governing, and beautifying head of the 


- myriad 5 believers, of whom the church off 
ſupp s are impoſſible, 
5 church muſt 
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the name of the Father and Son. He has the ſame con- 


[| ne&ion with the ordidance of baptiſm, and relation to 
the perſons baptized as the other rwagKyment it is from 


| the ſecond text that the bl bo co es'to the church 
from the Holy Spirit, as welle f FA the Father and 
Chbriſt.« And imthe laſt che witnelihp of theSpirit in 
1 heaven is mentiqned,” in the aß way with that of the 
| | Father and the Words Beſides, öbrce <9 to 
be one, one in nature a eng en 
3 theoSP! rit, being thu 


to ig WF Uo; vy bis, chat 
tion with Eperlons, i; 
big 


elf a diving perſon, is pollele e of the fine na. 
4 tut, andy 6d equal with the Father and Son. 

| . os which are ſaid of the true God in the 
| ** applied to the Spirit inthe New, 


i » dpes gl this wayrant.n 


Ta thetriÞh of his proper divinity. For the con- 
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= be taken Fomwhat is ſaid of rhe behaviour of 

| raclatthe waters of ſtrife; And hecalled 
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5 ; "or Jebovah. This matter is ampli- 
fied by. 55 


ſpeaking of him whom he calls 
Tchgrak our bo. Je ſays, To day if ye will hear bis 
voice bat 


E yorr hearts, a; in the provocation, 
and -*1 4 81 temptation in the wilderneſs ; 
"ben 101006 5 
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ted ue, and proved me, and 
k; 6 x is this Jehovah whom Ifrael 
es, and was the fpeaker of rheſe 
reed apoſtle anſwer the queſtion, 


pere the hoſt ſaith, to day ye will hear 
his voie PUR. your hearts, as in the provocation, 
in the 400 of or in the wilderneſs ;. when your 
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| ſaw my works (c).—Our ſecond inſtance is the follow- 
ing. And till Moſes had done ſpeaking with them, he 
put a vail upon his face. But when Moſes went in be- 
fore the Lord, or Jebouab, to ſpeak with him, be tuo? 
the vail off until he came qu (d.. Let us now ſee what 
uſe the fame infalliblezgterpreter of ſcripture makes of 
this portion of ſacred Writing. But even unto this day, 
when Moſes is read, th vail is upon their hearts. Ne— 
verth when it ſhall turn to the Lord, the vail ſhall 
be taken gu No the” Lord is that Spirit (c). The 
great JehovatF®*bctore whoſe preſence Moſes unvailed 
himfelf, and to whom Iſrael muſt turn before the vail 


can be taken from their hearts, is here expreſsly detla - 


red to be the Spirit, and the Spirit of the Lord. The 


third inſtance we mention is taken from the ſcriptural 


account of the faſt of general expiation, which was ob- 
ſerved by the antient church on the tenth day of the 
ſeventh month. And the Lord, 1 ſaid unto 
Moſes ſpeak unto Aaron thy brgther, that he come not 
at all times into the holy place within the vail before the 
mercy ſeat which is upon the ark ; that he die not (. 
After he had given, through the whole of the chapter, 
a particular account of the ſolemn rites, which were 
to be performed on the great day of atonement, he 
concludes in the following words; And this ſhall be 
an everlaſting ſtatute unto you, to make gn atenement 
vr the children of Ifracl, for all Vein fins, once à year. 
And he did as the Lord, or Jebqhab, comn)anded 


who ſpake to Moſes on this occaſion ? The apoſtle de- 
clares it was the Holy Ghoſt. But into the ſecond went 
J%e high prieft alone once every year, nat without blood, 
which he effered for himſelf and the ert of the: people; 
tbe Holy Ghoſt this fignifying, that 2 way unto the holi- 
— m | * "Wy ; 
(c) Heb. iii 7, 8, 9. {d ) Exod xxxiv. 33, 34. 
(e 2 Cor. iii. 154, 16, 17. Le, xv i. 2. ; 
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Moſes (g). Who was the author ofthis inſtitution ? 
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% of all was not yet made manifeſt, while as the firſt ta- 
bernacle was yet ſtanding (b).—The next inſtance may 
be taken from the ſcriptural account of the inſpiration 
of the prophets. This is the work of God. And he 


aid. Hear now my wordt? if there be a ppophet 


* 


among you, Ithe Lord, or Jehovah, will made myſelf 


known unto him in a viſion, ang vill ſpeak unto him in a 
dream(c). That this Jehovah ho inſpired the prophets 
is the Holy Ghoſt, the words of Peter cggtainlyRffirm, 
For the prophecy came not in old time by Mill of man ; 
but holy men of God ſpake as they were moved by the Holy 
Gho/? (d).— Another inſtance is as follows. "Alſo J 
heard the voice of the Lord, or Fehovah, ſaying, whon 


hall I ſend, and who will go for us? Then ſaid I here 


ann I. ſend me. And be ſaid go and tell this people, Hear 


ye indeed, but underſtand not (e). Who is this Jehovah, 


whoſe voice Iſaiah heard, and from whom he received 


both his commiſſion and meſſage ? The apoſtle's words 


decide the point. Mell ſpale the Holy Ghoj# by Eſaias 
unto our fathers, ſaying, go unto this people, and ſay, 
hearing ye ſhall hear, and ſhall not underſtand (f).— 
The laſt inſtance we mention relates to the new cove. 
rant, which the Lord makes with the houſe of Iſracl. 
Pehold, the days game, ſaith the Lord or Jehovah, that 
I will make a new covenant with the houſe of Iſrael, and 
<ith#he. houſe. of Judah (g). That this Jehovah, the 
covenant God of Hrael, is the Holy Gholt, the words 


Paul conſtraq us to believe. The 57 7 Ghoft is alſi 


a witneſs unto : for after that he the Holy Gho/t bad 
{11d before. This ts the covenant that I will make wit 
them after thoſe days, ſaith the Lord; I will put m 


laws into their hearts, and in their minds will Tori 


| them (5). From all theſe inſtances, it is evident, tha 
(b) Heb. 11 J, J. e Num. xii. 6. 
(4) 2 Peter i. 41% {e) Ia. vi 8, 9. 


Acts xx. 25, 26. (g Jer. xxxi. 31. 


\ 


ww ” * 1 


gtcer. VI. Socinian and Unitarian Errors. lot 


he who is called Jehovah in the ſcriptures quoted from 
the Old Teſtament, is called the Holy Ghoſt, in thoſe 
mentioned from the New; the Holy Ghoſt is, there- 


' fore, God equal with the Father and Son. 


Such divine names are beſtowed upon the Spirit, 
as confirm his proper divinity. The name Jehovah 
is given to the true God, and to him only. From all 
the inſtances mentioned in the foregoing argument, 
we may ſee that this name is given tothe Holy Spirit, 
which proves his divinity.— Ihe names the Spirit of 
God, the Spirit of the Lord, and the Spirit of the 


Lord God alſo confirm this truth. That thoſe names 


eſtabliſh his divinity is clear ſrom this very plain reaſon, 
that he muſt be of the ſame nature with that glorious 
one, whole ſpirit he is. The ſpirit of an angel is an 
angelic ſpirit; the ſpirit of a man is an human ſpirit ; 
and therefore tne Spirit of Jehovah muſt be a div ine 


Spirit. — Tne Holy Ghoſt is called God. Peter's 


words to Ananias and Sapphita, ſettle this point beyond 
all: reaſonable contradiction. Why hath Saten filled 
thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghoſt. Thou haſt not lied 
unto men, but unto G. , How is it that ye have agreed 
fogether, to tempt the Spirit of the Lord (a). Ihe Holy 
Ghoſt is in theſe words expreſsly called God. In 
order to repreſent the aggravation cf their iniquity, 
they are told that in their falfitying unto the Holy Ghoſt, 
they had not lied unto men, but unto God. If the 
Holy Spirit is not the perſon who is here ca'led God, 
the apoſtle ſhould have ſaid, thou haſt not lied unto 
men, nor unto the Holy Ghoſt, but unto God; but 
no ſuch' words having been uttered by him, we are 
obliged to belteve that the Holy Ghoſt is God. In its 
proper and higheit meaning, the name God is given 
to the Spirit; becaule he is both repreſented as the 
object againſt whom the fin was committed, and is 


oppoſed unto and exalted above all creatures, thou 


a Acts v. 3, 4359. 


is God. 
ſubje&, vſez the following expreſſion, Nuct ye not 
that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghoſt (c). He 
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' haſt not lied unto men, but unto God. This name is 
alſo beſtowed. upon the Spirit in the following words 


of Paul; Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and 


that the "Spirit of God dwelleth in you (b). Believers 


have a divine inhabitant in them, which makes them 
a temple. Who is this ? It is the Spirit of God, who 
The apoſtle, ſpeaking again on the ſame 


who is in the foregoing words called God, is in this 
text called the Holy Ghoſt ; the Holy Ghoſt therefore 


is God. As the inhabitation of the Spirit conſtitutes 


the creature, in whom he reſides, a temple, this name 
muſt be applied to him in its molt exalted ſignificati- 

on.— The Spirit is alſo called Lord. Now the Lord 
zs that Spurit ; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 
is liberty. But we all with open face, beholdin 7 in 
a glaſs the glory of the Lord, are changed into the fame 
image from glory to glory, even as by thes Spirit of the Lord, 
(4). Or as by the Lord the Spirit. Since theſe di- 
vine names are given to the Spirit, we may, with an 


_ aſſured faith, believe Am he is poſſeſſed oi the divine 


nature. 

The aTribing to the Spi it of God the incommuni- 
cable perfections of Jehovah, proves his ſupreme di- 
vinity. That perſon to whom theſe attributes of God 


belong, we may acknowl-dge to be God, and worſhip 


and glerify him accorgingly. We are now to mention 
ſome of theſe perſ&Qions, and to prove that they are, in 
the holy ſcriptures, aſcribed unto the Spirit of God. 
Omnipreſence is an eſſential perfection of Jehovab, 
which belongs unto the Spirit. Of the truth of this, 


the adoring words of the Pſalmiſt are a confirmation. 


Whether ſhall I go from thy Spirit (a)? The Spiritis in 
this context a rmed to be every where preſent, in 


{#) 1 Cor. iii. 16 
d) 2 Cor. iii. 17, 18. 


(e) 1 Cor. vi. 19. 
17, . cxxxix. 7. 
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T heaven, on earth, and in hell. Impoſſible it is for the 


creature to go where he is not, What can be a more 
plain deſcription of the immenſity of any object than 


this? The Spirit's omnipreſence is confirmed from his 


being in heaven and on earth at the ſame time. Heis 
repreſented as one of the witneſſes who bear record i 05 
heaven. In every moment of time, the members of 
the church are warranted to conſider and believe him 
to be in heaven, bearing record to the truth of the goſpel 
report. By the ſame authority the children ot men are 
informed, that the Spirit dwells with the church upon 
earth, and abides with them forever. If the holy ſerip- 
tures aſſure us that the Spirit is in heaven and on earth 
through all time, he muſt be the omnipreſent God. 

Of this divine perſon it is ſaid, /e ig ſent forth into al! 
the earth (b). He is not in one place of the world only, 
but is in all the earth at the fame time. That he is 
omnipreſent is obvious from his inhabitation of a'l 
believers. The even ſpirits of God who are before 
the throne, and who are at the ſame time, ſent 
forth into all the earth even the Holy Ghoſt in his 
manifold operations, dwells in the heart of every real 
faint. The ſpirit of him who raiſed up Chriſt from 


the dead dwells in all believers in every age, and in all 


places of the world where they reſide, and he of whom 


this is affirmed muſt be the omniprefent Jehovah. — 


Omniſcience or infinite knowledge is a perfection of 
the Spirit of God. By the prophets he toretold con- 
tingent futuritics, and therebymanifeſted himſelf to be 
that God, who knows the end from the beginning. 
Of the antient prophets we have the following account, 
Searthing what, or what manner of time the Spirit of 


'Ehriſtwhich was in them did ft 4 Je teſtifying before hand 


the ſufferings of Chriſt, and the glory that ſhould follew 
c). The fame work is aſcribed unto the Spitit in the 
writings of the New Teſtament. To old Simeon, it * 


(b) Rev. v. 6. e) 1 Pet. i 11. 
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was revealed by the Holy Ghoſt, that be ſhould not ſee 
death, before he had ſeen the Lord's ChriſtCd). Agabus 
Ani fed by the Spirit that there ſhould be a great dearth 
. all the world (e). The ſame prophet, aſter 
he had bound his hands and feet with Paul's girdle, 
ſaid, Thus ſaith the Holy Ghoſt,- ſo ſhall the Jets at 
Jeruſalem bind the man that caveth this girdle(f ). Paul, 
when ſpeaking of the apoltacy of aftertimes, fays, Now 
the Spirit ſpeaketh expreſsly, that in the latter times ſome 
ſhall depart from the faith, giving heed to” ſeducing ſpi- 
rits and doctrines of devils (g). This work of the 
Spirit clearly demonſtrates that he poſſeſſes omniſcient 
knowledge. This will be further evident if we con- 
ſider the words of Paul, For the Spirit ſearcheth all 
things, yea, the deep things of God. For what man 
knoweth the things of a man ſave the ſpirit of man which 
is in him; even ſo the things of God knoweth no man, 
but the Spirit of God (). The peculiar province ot 
the omnilcient God it is to ſearch all things, but this is 
aſcribed unto the Spirit. He ſearcheth all things be- 
longing unto the creature; their hearts and practice, 
there itate and frame. He ſearcheth all things which 
belong unto God, yea the deep things of God. That 
queltion, Canf? thou by ſearching find out Gad, canſt 
thou find out the Almighty unto perfection (i)? Is inap- 
plicable unto the Spirit; for he ſcarcheth tue deepthings 
of God. By all God's rational offspring, from the 
man who poſſeſſes the loweſt meaſure of intelligence 
in this world, to the moſt enlightened archangel that 
ſtands before the throne, this queſtion muſt be an- 
ſwered in the negative. Jehovait's thoughts are very 


deep (t). A view of this made the apoſtle in raptures * 


exclaim, O the depth of the riches beth of the wijdom and 


(4d) Luke ii. 26. ſe) Acts xi. 28. 
Acts xxi. 11. (g) 1 Tim. iv. 12, 
(50% Cor. ii. 10, 11. (i) Job xi. 7. 

x MF) Pal, xcii. 5 
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knowledge of God { How unſearchable are hit juagments, 
and hit ways paſt finding out (d). With all theſe un- 
ſearchable myſteries, both of the divine noture and 
will, the Spirit has an infinite and moſt perfect ac- 
quaintance, and therefore mult be the omniſcient 
God. This truth is farther eſtabliſhed in the words, 
as they. declare that the Spirit of God kaoweth the 
things of God, as the ſpirit of a man knoweth the 
things of a man, As the ſpirit of a man has a perteck 
human knowledge of the things of a man ; the Spirit 
of God muſt have a perfect divine aquaintance with 
the things of God. Beſides, if we do not underſtand 
the words in this ſenſe, they declare a faiſehood, 
There are others beſides the Spirit of God who ſearch - 
and know thethings of God in a finite degree. The 
angels of God have much knowledge of the things. of 
God, and the apoſtles of Chriſt had high illumination 
concerning them z if therefore the Spirit's ſearching 
into and knowledge of the deep things of God is not 
infinite, there is no truth in the apoſtle's declaration. 
The Spirit has no counſellor, from which his omniſcient 
knowledge is evident. Who bath directed the Spirit of 
the Lord, or being his counſellor hath taught him. With 
whom took he counſel (e\. It the Spirit has no counſel- 
lor, he muſt have in himſclf all the treaſures of in- 
finite wiſdom and knowledge; and therefore he is the 
dmaiſcient God,—Omnipotence is aleribed unto the 
Spirit. The works he performs in creation. provi- | 
lence and grace clearly prove that this perfection be · 
ongs to him. As theſe may be conſidered aſterwards 

e thall not at preſent mention them. Eternity is 
Iſo a perfection of the Spirit. How much more ſhall 
be blood of Chriſt, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
bimſelf without ſpot to God, purge your conſcien ce rom 


(d Rom. xi. 33. (e) Ila. xl. 13. 
| N O N 
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the powerful influence of the Spirit upon Chriſt's hu. 

man nature, that he offered himſelt to God a ſacri. 

ſice for our ſins. This Spirit is in the moſt empha- 

tical - manner called the eternal Spirit; an attribute | 
which, though angels and the ſouls of men are im- 
mortal, is never applied unto them, and muſt ſignify 
the neceſſary eternity of the Spirit of God. The t 
Spirit, as well as the Word, was in the beginning I 
with God, for, in the firſt creation, he moved upon I 
the face of the waters. Beſides, the eternity of the 0 
Spirit is evident from his relation to God, as Jehovah 2 
could never be without his Spirit, —To the Spirit the I tt 
attribute of unchangeableneſs belongs: four times in o 
one paragraph the apoſtle calls him the ſame Spirit; d- 
and gives him this emphatical name, the. one and the ol 
ſelf ſame Spirit (a). Lheſe incommuuicable perfecti- W as 
ons of God being attributed unto the Spirit, we may IM fo; 
warrantably conclude that he is God equal _ the be 
Father and Son. th, 
1 The proper divinity of the Holy Ghoſt may be be 
| 185 proved, from that worſhip which is given unto him Sp; 
| by the church and people of God. He is the object I ſte: 
1 of the church's worſhip in adminiſtring and receiving in 
do ordinance of baptiſm. When this ſolemn and ſig- C/ 
3 nificant ordinance is diſpenſed to the children of men, I G5 
they are baptized by Chriſt's command in the this 
. name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Hoi fam 
. Ghoſt (b). Baptiſm is a ſign reprelenting to the taith 
of Chriſtians, a ſeal for confirming, and a mean of 
applying to the members of the church the covenant 
of grace and all its bleſſings. In this ordinance 
Chriſtians come under ſolemn obligations to their co 
venant God, in fulfilling of which, through all the pe Chri 
nods of their life, they are to be employed. They arc mini 
baptized by the authority, and ſor the advancementſtiang 
of the honour of their covenant God, In baptiſaſthe 


(a) 1 Cor. xii, 4 Sx 13) Matth. Til. 19. 
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they are devoted to the worſhip, engaged to the ſer- 
vice, and obliged to the profeſſion of his holy religi- 
on. But who is the covenant Godof the church ? How 
is he deſcribed ? Not by his eſſential names Jehovah, 
God or Lord ; but inthe words of inſtitution the per- 
ſonal names of the adorable three are diſtinctly marked, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, one in 
nature, and three in perſonality. This is the cove- 
nant God of Chriſtians. The Father, Son and tholy 
Ghoſt are in this ordinance the object of the church's 
adoration. By the authority, and to the. honour of 
the Holy Spirit, Chriſtians are baptized, as well as 
of the Father and don. In this ordinance they are 
devoted ta the worſhip, engaged to the ſervice, and 
obliged to the profeſſion of the Holy Ghoſt, as well 
as the other two. All the worſhip that it is poſſible 
bor Chriſtians to give unto a divine perſon, is here 
: WW beſtowed by them upon the Holy Ghoſt, equally with 
the Father and Son; and how unreaſonable muſt it 
ebe to entertain a doubt of his proper divinity !—The 
Spirit of God is worſhiped by the. church in the mini- 
ſterial benediction, which is pronounced upon them 
in the following words, The grace of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
hoſt, be with you all, Amen (a). The Spirit of God in 
this ordinance is worſh ped by the church in the 
lame manner with the Father and Son. Every perſon 
muſt ſee that the Spirit is here viewed as the ſource ot 
the church's felicity, as well as the other divine per- 
ſons. Tô him, equally with the reſt, the church ap- 
plies for the bleſſing. In him they exerciſe faich for 
the bleſſing, as they exerciſe that grace upon God and 
pe Chriſt. In his name, as well as the other two, the 
arq miniſters of Chriſt pronounce the bleſſing upon Chril- 
entſtians, and wiſh them to be bleſſed. He is therefore 
i[m}ttze object of divine worſhip, and conſequently mult . 


» 


(a) 2 Cor. Xill; 14. 
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be God. What an unequal yoking of perſons would 
there be in this divine ordinance, and in baptiſm, were 
the Spirit an inferior perſon ? ſince they are thus join» 
ed as the one object of worſhip, they muſt be the one 
only living and true God.—The Spirit is the object of 
the church's prayer. An inſtance of this we have in 
the words of the ſpouſe, Awale, O north wind, and 
come thou ſouth, blow upon my garden that the ſpices 
"thereof may flow out (b). This is certainly a prayer of 
the church, which may be uſed by Chriſtians in 
every age. Which of the perſons of the Trinity is 
here addrefled ? Not the Father, he never receives 
this deſignation, Not the Son, he is addreſſed in the 
end of the verſe. 1t is therefore the Holy Spirit who in 
this manner may be prayed unto by behevers till the 
end ot time. In declaring the meſſage of God's grace 
to men, the minilters of the goſpel, after the ex- 
ample and in the words of Ezekiel, may addreſs the 
Spirit,. ſaying, Came from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe upon theſe ſlain that they may live(c). The a- 
poſtle John, in his devote and pious addreſs to the 
throne of grace in behalf of Chriſtians, prays- to 
the opirit as well as to the Father and Chriſt ; Grace be 
' fo you and peace from—ethe ſeven ſpirits which are before 
his throne. (d). As the Spirit ot Cod is the object of 
'the worſhip and adoration of Chriſtians, he certainly 
is pofſ-fſed of the divine nature. | 
From »the concern which the Spirit of God has 
with the fins of the chi:dren of men, his divinity may 
be demonltrated. God is the object againſt whom 
lin is commited; againſt thee, thee only have I ſinned. 
and dans this evil in thy fight (e). The Holy Ghoſt is 
the object who is diſhonoured, offended, and pro 
vocked'by the fins of men; and therefore he is God 
Iuhis is evident from the charge which the Lord bring 


(b) Song iv. 16. (c) Ezek. xxxvii. 9. | 
(4) Rev. i. 4, (e) Pſalm li. 4. 
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againſt his antient people, But they rebelled, and vexed 
his Holy Spirit; therefore be was turned to be their ene- 
my, and be fqaught againſt them (a). Being charged 
with the fin of rebellion in general, the particular in- 
- tance of it which is given, is their vexing bis Holy 
Spirit. The criminality and aggravation of this fin 
againſt the Spirit, appears in the puniſhment thereof, 
he became an enemy to them, and tought againſt them. 
Perfectly agreeabie to this, is the charge brought a- 
.gainſt the Jews in his day, by the martyr Stephen; Te 
ſtiffnecked and uncircumeiſed in heart and ears, ye do 
always reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt : as your fathers did, jo do 
ye (4). They are repreſented as being ſtiff- necked and 
uncircumciſed in heart and cars. Wherein did they 
diſcover this? It was by their finning againſt the Spi- 
rit of God, ye do alway reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt. With 
theſe the words of Paul perfectly correſpond, when he 
is deſcribing the aggravated condemnation of goſpel 
deſpiſers, who ſhall be ſubjected to a much ſorer puniſh- 
ment than thoſe who tranſgreſſed Moſes law. What 
is the reaſon of this ? One part of their criminality is 
ſtated in the following words, and hath done deſpite 
unto the Spirit of grace (c). The heart enmity which 
they have diſcovered againſt God, and the Son of 
God, is deſpite uato the Spirit of grace. The words 
of the prophet, martyr, and apoſtle mentioned a- 
bove, are, by the Redeemer himſelf, greatly corrobo- 
has rated, and the argument taken from them is clearly 
may confirmed, Wherefore, I ſay unto you, all manner «of 
hom fin and” blaſphemy ſball be for given unto men; but the 
med #laſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall not be forgiven 
ot ih unto men. And wheſcever ſpeateth a word againſt the fon 
profil of man it ſhall be forgiven him; but whoſoever ſpeaketh 
od againſt the HolyG hoſt it [hall not be forgiven him, neither in 
ring this world, neither iu the world to come (d). A particular 


(a) Iſa. Ixiil. 10. (5) Ads vii. 51. 
(c) Heb, x. 9. (d) Matth. xii 31, 32. 
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fin, attended with peculiar aggravations, is mentioned 
in theſe words. I he object againſt whom this fin is 
committed is the Spirit of God; for it is called blaſ- 
phemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and ſpeaking againſt 
him. The dreadful nature of this evil 18 alſo marked, 
it is irremiſſible both in this life and in that which is to 
come. If the Holy Spirit of God is the object againſt 


children of n.en, he muſt be God equal with the Fa- 
ther and 8on. A very ſtrange idea muſt be ſuggeſ- 
ted to our minds, by theſe words of Chriſt, if the Spi- 
rit is conſidered either as a power and influence of 
God, or a-perfon interior. to the Father and Son. 
Becauſe he is the glorious perſon who is diſhonoured, 
offended and provoked by the creature's wickedneſs,we 
are warranted to conſider him to be that God whi is 
the author of the law, who has a right to the obedience 
of men, and who will eternally puniſh them for their 
iniquity. 

The Spirit's concern in the works of creation and 
Providence proves his proper divinity. That he is 
the God who made and preſerves all things, will be 
evident from four texts, upon each of the branches 
of this proof. The inſpired account of the creation 
repreſents, that the Spirit of God moved upon the face 


Spirit of God; and his operation is alſo ſtated, he 
moved upon the face of the waters. By his divine 
and perſonal agency, he put all the natural qualities, 
virtue and ſtrength into the animate and inanimate, 
rational and irrational creatures of God, of: which 
theyare poſſeſſed. To the perſonality and divinity of the 
Holy Spirit, the very ſecond ſentence, contained in di- 
vine revelation, bearsa clear and ample teſtimony. The 
facred record further bears, that by his Spirit he gar- 
niſbed the heavens 000). Some have Ren occaſion from 


(a) Gen. i. 2. e 6. Job xxvl. 13. 


whom the unpardonable fin is committed, by the - 


of the waters (a). I he perſon hear mentioned is the 


T by. 


Lat 


Scr. VI. Socinian and Unitarian, Errors. 111 


theſe words to imagine, that the Almighty employed 


the Spirit in the work of creation, only as an inferior 


agent. Scripture and reaſon ccncur in declas ing this 


to be impoſſible. From the former of theſe ſources ot 


information we are told, that Jehovah fretched forth 
the heavens alne, and ſpread abroad the earth by him- 
elf (c), and if ſo the admiſſability of the agency of an 
inferior is flatly contradicted. The Lord's queſtion to 
Job, where waſt thou when I laid the foundation of the 
earth (d)? plainly imports that no perſon inferior to 
himſelf, had any hand in creating all things. Ihe rea- 
fon of man alſo plainly diſcerns the works. of creation 
to be of ſuch a nature, as to exclude entirely all in- 
ferior agency in their production. . Ihe Spirit is that 
Jehovah who garniſhed the heavens, ſtretched them 
forth, and ſpread abroad the earth. Elihu ſpeaks of 
the Spirit's work in his creation, which 1s true alfo of. 
the formation of all others, in rerms of the moſt ab- 
ſolute and proper ſignification; The Spirit of God hath 
made me (e). It it is aſked, who is the perſon that for- 
med and faſhioned Elihu and all the children of men ? 

thoſe words warrant us to reply it is the Spirit of God. 
He is therefore our almighty creator. Another proof 


of this neceſſary truth we have in the following words, 


Who hath meaſured the waters-in th: holl'⁊v of his hand, 
and meted cut heaven with the ſpan, and comprehended 
the duſt of the earth in a meaſure, and weighed the 


mountains in ſcales, and the hills in a balance? Who 


hath directed the Spirit of the Lord, or being his coun- 
fellor hath taught him (: From the former of theſe 
verſes we may be afſured, that the perſon ſpoken of 
therein is the greac.Jchovah, the creator of all things; 

and from the latter verſe we may be; equally certain 
that it is the Spirit of God who is there deſcribed. 
To him, equally with the Fathet and Son, pertains 


(e) Iſa xliv. 24. (d) Job xxxviii. 4. 
(e) Job XXXiii. 3g. () Iſa. xl. 12, 13. 
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the work of creating all things. The Holy Ghoſt is 
alſo the God of providence, This truth is atteſted by 
the following portions of ſcripture. Seek ye out of the 
book of the Lord, and read; no one of theſe all fail, 
none ſhall want her mate; for my mouth” it hath tom« 
nanded, and his Spirit it hath gathered them (a). Some 
of the creatures of God are mentioned in the context, 
and what is ſaid of them may juſtly be ſaid of ull the 
reſt, The truth aſſerted here it that in the holy pro- 
vidence of God all creatures ſhall be brought into and 
kept in their exiſtence, no one of theſe ſhall fail, none 


| ſhall want his mate. How is this to be accompliſhed? f 
it is by the ſovereign and unchangeable appointment h 


of God, my mouth it hath commanded. But how is 75 
this decree or command of God tulfilled ? By the pet- 
_ ſonal agency and almighty influence of the Spirit of . 
God, my Spirit it hath gathered them. That the Spirit vc 
is the God of providence wilt appear from the words er 
of the Pfalmiſt, Thou ſendeſt forth thy Spirit, they are al 
created; and thou reneweſt the face of the earth (o). By WW xe, 
the continual and almighty operation of the Holy Spi- Wyo, 
rit, ſent forth by God the Father, and proceeding beit 
from him, all creatures here below of every kind have ¶be 
their natural qualities, virtue and ſtrength preſerved 1 
and increaſed. The viſtons of the prophet Ezekiel Neont 
repreſent the Spicit to be the God of providence. Wyhjc 
IW en the living creatures went, the wheels went by them ; 
and «when the living creatures were lift up from the 
earth the wheels were lift up. Whither ſoever the Spi- 
rit was to go they went ;—for the Spirit of the living 
creatures Was in the wheels (c). This prophetic viſion, 
it is generally agreed, repreſents the conduct of provi- 
dence towards the children of men in genera], and the 
church ot God in particular. The wheels in this vi- 
ſion ſignify the majeſtic, wile, awful, and incontro- 


| (a) Ifa. XXxiv. 10. (6) Pfalm civ. 30. 
(e) Ezek. i. 19, 20. . 
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lible diſpenſations of God towards men. The living 
creatures are juſtly conſidered to repreſent the holy 
angels, whoſe miniſtry is employed in the work of 
providence. By whoſe powerful and perſonal agency 
are all the motions of theſe wheels, and miniſtry of 
the living creatures influenced, directed and mana- 
ged? It is the Spirit of God, whitberſoever the Spi- 
rit was to go they went. He therefore has a divine 
concern in the work of providence. That the Spirit 
is the God of providence will appe ar, if we conſider, 
that his influence is the cauſe of that decay and death 
where with the creatures are viſited according as their dif- 
ferent natures are capable thereof. The voiceſaid cry; and 
be ſaid, what ſhall I cry? All fleſh is graſs, and all 
the govdlineſs thereof as the flower of the field. The graſs 
withereth, the flower fadeth ; becauſe the Spirit of the 
Lord bloweth upon it; ſurely the people is graſs (a). Theſe 
words contain a clear proof of the Spirit's divine con- 
cern in the work of providence. Being the author of 
all their proſperity, he is alſo the cauſe of their decay. 
Seeing the Lord the Spirit has ſuch a concern in the 
works of creation and providence, as would be the 
beight of blaſphemy to aſcribe to any creature, he muſt 
de poſſeſſed of the divine nature. 
| The Spirit's works upon our glorious Mediator 
| Weonfirm the truth of his proper divinity ; a few of 
which may be very ſhortly mentioned, - By his per- 
ſonal operation, the holy human nature of Cb riſt was 
ſormed, in the womb of the, virgin. The Holy Ghoſt 
ball come upon thee, and the power of the higheſt ſhall 
nerſhadow thee ; therefore alſo that holy. thing that 
ball be born of thee ſhall be called the Son of God (b). 
ow the birth of Jeſus Chriſt was on this wiſe : When 
1 his mother Mary was eſpouſed to Joſeph, before they 
ame together, ſhe was found with child of the Holy 


(e) Ifaiah xl. 6, 7. a (5) Luke i. 35. 
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-- Ghoſt (b\. And ſays the angel to Joſeph, Fear not to 
tale unto thee Mary thy wife ; for that which is con- 
""Ferved in her is the Holy Ghoſt (c). In antientprophecy 
jehovah declared, that he would create @ new thing 
in the earth, a woman ball compaſs a man (d). Since 
the Holy Ghoſt. hath, by forming Chriſt's human na- 
ture in the virgin's womb, created this new- thing in the 
earth, he muſt be a divine perſon.— The Spirit filled 
the human nature of Ic ſus with an immeaſurable ſtore 

ol divine gifts and graces. And the Spirit of the Lord 
Gall reſt upon hm, the Spirit of wiſdom and underſtand. 
ing, the Spirit of council and might. the Spirit bf know- 
ledge and the fear of the Lord (e). Accompliſhed this 
promiſe was to the blefled Jeſus, for at his baptiſm 
John teſtifies, I ſat the Spirit deſcending from heaven 
lite a dove, and it abode upon him ). And afterwards 

he declares to his diſciples that, God giveth not the Spit 

by meaſure unto him (g). The human nature of Chriſt 
being filled with all gifts and graces, through the ope- 
ration of the Spirit, what doubt of his divinity can re- 
main upon our minds ?—The Spirit of God had alſo 8e 

a ſpecial and divine agency upon Chriſt's human na- U 
ture, in his preaching the goſpel, and working mi. 
racles. And Jeſus returned in the power of the Spirit un ſpa 

o Galilee,—and he taught in their ſynagogues, being tha 
«glorified of all (H). Jeſus conducted the grand work of 
preaching the everlaſting goſpel, under the influence 

of the Spirit of God. He alſo wrought miracles b 

the fame influence. But if I caſt out devils by t 
Spirit of: God, then the kingdom of God is come unto 50 

. (i). As the Spirit of God directed and ſupporteſl end 
=. Chriſt, in his aſſumed nature, when preaching th 
" , wolpel of tae kingdom, and performing miracles, h 


(% Matth. i. i. (% Match. i. 20. 
(4% Jer. xxxi. 22. e) Ifa. xi. 2 4 
(F3John i. 32. (g) John iii. 343. =o 


(+) Luke iv, 14, 15. (i) Matth. xii. 28. 
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ſurely muſt be divine.— The Spirit of God performed 
a peculiar work upon our glorious High Prieſt, when 
he offered himſelf a ſactifice to God, for the expiati- 

on of our iniquity. Evident this is from the words of 
the apoſtle, who. by the eternal Spirit offered. bimſelf 
without pot unto God (a). By a divine and ſupernatu- 
ral influence of the Holy Spirit on Chriſt's human na- 
ture, did he as our High Prieſt, give bimſelt a ranſom 
for all; and certainly he muſt be a divine perfon.— 

The Spirit alſo.had a ſpecial agency in Chriſt's reſur- 
region. - Two: expreſhons of Paul will confirm this 
truth, And declared to be the Son of God with power, ' 
icuarding to. the, ſpirit of | holineſs, by the reſurrection 

from the dead (). God was manife 4; in the 2 and 

juſtufied by the Spirit (c). By the almighty operation ot 
the Spirit, was Chriſt's human nature quickened and 
raiſed from the ſtate of the dead. Each of theſe divine 
works, performed by the Spirit, is a be e tel- 
timony unto his divinity. | 

The work of the Spirit, about the church and her 

general concerns, proves the truth of his proper di- 

vinity. He has given the church divine revelation. 

In declaring the will of God to men, holy men of God 

ſpake, as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt (d). All 
that is contained in divine revelation is what the Spi- 

rit ſaith unto the churches (e). That he is the author 

Wand giver of divine revelation is evident from what 

Paul declares, Which in other ages was not made known 

unto. the ſons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy 

apoſtles ayd prophets by the Spirit (f).—The Spirit 
ends the miniſters of the goſpel unto their work. Ac- 
cordingly Iſaiah ſays of himſelf, The Lord and his Spi- 

rit hath ſent me G0. An inſtance of his. 3 N 


(a) Heb. IX. 14. : (6b) Rom, * Fr 
e 1 Tim. iii. 16. (4d) 1 Pet. i. 21. 
(e Rev. ii. ). (f) Eph. iii. 5. 


(8) La. xlviii. 16. 
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ſupreme power we have in that remarkable portion of 
holy writing which follows. . As they miniftered to the 

Lord and faſted, the Holy Ghoſt ſaid, ſeparate me Bar. 
nabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have appointed 
| them. So they being ſent forth of the Holy Ghoſt de- 
' parted unto Selucia (e). From theſe ſcriptures it is a- 
bundantly evident, that the Holy Spirit of God takes 
| ſome of the children of men, qualifies them with gifts 
and grace, appoints for them their work in the 
church, and ſends them to the performance thereof.— 
The Spirit fixes the miniſters of the church, and 
gives them their particular charge. Take heed there. 

ore unto yourſelves, and to all the flock, over the which 
the HolyGhoſt hath made you overſeers(f ).—The Spirit 
alſo bleſſes the ordinances of divine grace unto the 
ſouls of men, and makes the word efficacious for their 
falvation. ' And my ſpeech, and my preaching, . was 
not with enticing wards of mens wiſdom, but in demon- 
tration of the Spirit, and of power (g). For our goſpel 
came not unto you in word only, but alſo in power, and 
in the Holy Ghgſt, and in much aſſurance (h). It is 
the work of the Holy Ghoſt powerfully to oppoſe, and 
effectually to withſtand the church's enemies. When 
the enemy ſhall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord 
ſhall lift up a ſtandard againſt him (i). The church is 
like to be overwhelmed by the power of her enemies, 


they come in like a flood. By whom is this flood dri. 


ven back and turned away ? It is by the Spirit of the 
Lord. Raiſing the church from a low and diſtreſſed 
condition, unto a flouriſhing and proſperous ſtate is 


the work of the Spirit of God. This is the word of 


the Lord unto Zerubabel, ſaying, not by might, nor by 
ower, but by my Spirit ſaith the Lord of hoſts. (H). 
he ſame truth is confirmed from the account which 


| (%) Ads Xill. 2, 4. | (/) chap. xx. 28, 
(g) 1 Cor. 2. 4. (4) 1 Thefl. i. 5. 
(3) Iſa. lix, 19. : | (. Zech. iv. G. Py 
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we have of the reſurrection of the church from her 
ſlain ſtate, to which ſhe is brought by her antichriſtian 
enemies. And after three days and a half, the Spirit of 
life from God entered into them; and they ſtood upon 
their feet, and great fear fell upon them that ſaw them 
(a). Now ſeeing ſuch great and glorious works are 
performed by the Spirit for the church of God, which 
would be abſurd and wicked in the higheſt degree to 
apply unto any other than one who is God, we muſt 
aſſuredly conclude that the Holy Spirit is equal with 

the Father and Son, 

The Spirit's ſaving work upon the ſouls of men de- 
monſtrates the truth of his divinity. He is the effici- 
ent cauſe of all evangelic convictions of fin, of which 
believers are the ſubje&s. - Our Saviour declares con- 
cerning him, And when he is come he will reprove the 
world of fin, and of righteouſneſs, and of judgment 

(5). The apoſtle calls him, the Spirit of bondage unto 
Fear (c). All theſe gracious actings of the believing 
/ WM foul, in ſpiritually diſcerning the evil nature of ſin, 
s MW in godly ſorrow and brokenneſs of heart on account 
4 thiveol, and in turning from the love and practice of 
1 It, unto the love and ſervice of the Lord, are found 
1 in the hearts of men only in conſequence of the Spi- 

rit's working in them, by his almighty power; and 
how can theſe things be if he is a created perſon. —The 
regeneration of the ſouls of men is alſo the work of the 
Spirit. This work conſiſts in that remarkable change 
which is wrought -upon the human mind, whereby 
is | finners are created again in Chrift Jeſus, are quickened 
of together with Chriſt, and become new creatures. 
Our Saviour aſcribes this work unto the Holy Spirit, 
t). Except a man be born of water, and of the Spirit, he 
ch cannot enter into the kingdom of God. The wind blow- 
eth where it liſteth—ſo is every one that is born of the 


(a ) Rev. xi, 11. ) John xvi. 8. 
| e) Rom. viii, 15. | 
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Spirit (e). This great new covenant bleſſing is called 
by an in ſpired apoſtle, The waſhing of regeneration, 
and the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt 4 ).—The precious 
privilege of ſanctification i beſtowed on believers by 
the ſame Spirit. The record of heaven, for the con- 
firmation of this, is expreſſed in the following words ; 
God hath from the beginning choſen you to ſalvation, 
through ſanfification of the Spirit, and belief of the 


truth (e). Elect according to the foreknowledge of God ' 


the Father, through Santtification of the Spirit unto obe- 
dience (J). — Spiritual ſtrength is conveyed to believers 
through the Spirit's powerful operation upon their 
ſouls. Accordingly an apoſtle prays, That he would 

| grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be 
Sy with-all* might by his Spirit in the inner- 
x (g). All that moral and ſpiritual ability, whereby 
haben are enabled to perform all parts of duty, is 
the gift of the Spirit to them.—By the Spirit's a. 
gency, the bodies of the ſaints ſhall be raiſed from the 


dead. But if the Spirit of him, that raiſed up Feſus 


from the dead, dwell in jou; be that raiſed up Chriſt 


his Spirit that, dwelleth © in you (h).—He is alſo the 


are ſaved. By him believers are changed into the ſame 
image from glory to glory (i), and he is called The 
Spirit of glory (H. All theſe divine and ſaving works 
being performed by the Spirit of God, in favours of 
thoſe who are the redeemed of the Lord, he muſt have 


| higheſt ſenſe of the word, God II with rhe Father 
and Son. 
In theſe few particulars we have ſet defore you, 


(e) John iii, g. 8. (d) Tit. iii. 5. 
(e, 2 Theſſ. ii. 13. (F) 1 Pet. i. 3. 

(2) Eph. iii. 16. (5 Rom. viii. 11. 
(5) 2 Cor, iii. 128. 4 1 Pet, iv. 14. 


from the dead, ſhall alſo quicken your mortal bodies, by 


author and giver of glory to the nations of them that 


an arm' that is full of almighty power, and be, in the 
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dear friends and brethren, a ſhort view of ſome of 
the ſcriptural arguments, which confirm the proper 
divinity of the Spirit of the Lord God. While many 
ariſe contradicting and blaſpheming the proper divinity 
of the Holy Spirit, and while we and others“ would de- 
ſire to maintain this article of faith, judge ye 
betwixt us, and determine for yourſelves upon which 
ſide divine truth is to be found. Take heed of the 
common temptation, whereby many ſouls are ruined, 
that this is a matter of ſmall importance, and a point 
of mere ſpeculation. So far is this from being true, 
that the right knowledge of the divine nature, and 
the way of our ſalvation by the grace of God, can 
never be attained, without the belief of this truth. 
While you weigh with Chriſtian candour and impar- 
tiality, the arguments which have been adduced upon 
this head, look to God for the influence of the Spirit 


of truth, to guide you into all truth, and being thus 


exerciſed, you will ſoon comfortably know that there 
is an Holy Ghoſt, and that he is God equal with the: 
Father and Son. to | 


The preſbytery have ſeen with pleaſure, and peruſed 
with profit the publications which have appgared, both from 
religious denominations, and individuals, againſt the Socini- 
an doctrines, that have lately received ſo much countenance 
in the land. When they now appear to ſhew their opinion, it 
is not to be underſtood as if they regarded that which has al- 
ready been ſaid upon the ſubject, to be inſufficient for the de- 
| Fence of truth. But they now appear in order to diſcharge 
their duty alſo to God, and to the generation; to manifeſt 
their hearty concurrence with others in contending for the 
faith; and to teſtify their adherence to the doctrines of the 
ſcriptures, which are laid down in the ſtandards of the church 
of Scotland. - 
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SECTION VI 


OF THE SPIRIT'S EFFICACIOUS AND INVINCIBLE 


OPERATION ON THE souLS OF MEN. 


8 Socinians and Unitarians deny the perſonality 
and divinity ofthe Holy Ghoſt, ſotheyſetthemſelves 
againſt, grievouſly miſrepreſent, and in effect nullify 
his powerful work on the ſouls of men for their ſalva- 
tion. As the doctrines contained in the two foregoing 
ſections are of infinite importance to profeſſed Chriſti- 
ans; ſo that article of truth to which we would now 
turn your attention, Chriſtian brethren, is of an 
equally momentous nature. That you may have a 
clear view of the belief of the erroneous, and of the 
faith of the church upon this artiele, we ſubmit to 
your conſideration the following quotations. 

Dr. M<Gill's opinion on this point is as follows: 

“ God hath already ſaved you, ſo to ſpeak, as far as 
6 jt depends on him; I mean, as far as it can be 
done in a moral way, that is, confitently with your 
* freedom of will, and with the nature of that holineſs 
* and happineſs to which he deſires to bring you (a). 
* Can you reſiſt any longer the Father, of your ſpi- 
e rits, after he hath employed ſuch expenſive means 
* to reclaim you? Will you continue to ſpurn his 
2 goodneſs, and reject all his gracious councils 
in your favour ? Yes, you may do it after all; 
for he will not obtrude his benefits upon you, 
** or any one, againſt your own deliberate con. 
* ſent (b).” „His power is able to raiſe me up, if 
„ I be willing, even from the deplorable weakneſs to 


* 


(a) Practical eſſay, page 404. (6) Practical eſſay, P 405. 
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vhich my own fin and folly, ſtill more than a dege- 
© nerate nature, has reduced me (a).“ < So that if 
the matter do not ſtick at us, our fins are effectu- 
ally carried off by his crucified body (5).” Similar 
ſentiments are entertained and expreſſed by Dr. Dal- 
rymple © to give his life a ranſom for many,“ „not 
« only for the Jews but for all mankind, if they are 
e not a wanting to themſelves (c).“ „Were the 
« means made uſe of by Chriſt to enlighten, reform, 
ce and create mankind to good works ſufficient ? yes; 
«© when they were properly entertained (d).“ By the 
doctrine contained in theſe few ſentences, the glory 
of the finner's ſalvation is taken from the grace of God, 
and is given to his own free will; the honour of apply- 
ing to the children of men ſpiritual bleſſings is denied 
to the Spirit of God, and aſcribed unto the creature; 
and our enjoying of ſalvation is made to depend, not 


upon God, but upon ourſelves. Has this been the 


doctrine of the church of Chriſt? No; in oppoſition. 
unto theſe blaſphemies, let us now hear their unani- 
mous ſentiments. 
Man by his fall into a ſtate of ſin, hath wholly 
« Joſt all ability of will to any ſpiritual good accom- 
« panying ſalvation, fo as a natural man, being altoge- 
ther averſe from that good, and dead in fin, is not 
„able, by his own ſtrength, to convert himſelf, or 
prepare himſelf thereunto. When God con- 
verts a ſinner, and tranſlates him into the ſtate of 
* grace, hefreeth him from his natural bondage under 
* fin, and by his grace alone enables him freely to 
will, and to do that which is ſpiritually good (e).“ 
Their ability ro do good works is not at 


(a) Practical eflay, page 462. 

(5) Do, do. page 505. 

(e) Hiſtory of Chriſt, page 342. 

Id) Do. do. pige 515. 

(e, Confeſ. of faith, chap ix; ſect ili. iv. 
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all of themſclves, bur wholly from the Spirit of 
„ Chriſt; and that they may be enabled thereunto, 
„ beſides the g races they have already. received, 
© there is required an actual influence of the fame: 
Holy Spirit, to work in them to will and to do of 
< his good pleafure (a).“. The Spirit of God maketh 
the reading, but eſpecially the preaching of the 
« word, an effectual means of enlighining and hum. 
« bling. fianers ; ; of driving them out of themſelves, 
and drawing them to Chriſt; of conforming them 
“ to his image, and ſubduing them to his will; of 
© ſtrengthening them againſt temptations and corrupti- 
ons; "of building them up in grace, and eſtabliſhing 
% their hearts in holineſs and comfort through faith 
4 unto ſalvation (5). By theſe quotations, from the 
ſubordinate ſtandards of the church of Scotland, we 
are taught, that there is a ſupernatural and invincible 
work of the Spirit of God, by means of the word, 
accomplithed upon the ſouls of men, in order to their 
converſion to God, and enjoying eternal falvation; W * 
and that this change does not at all depend upon the 
moral ability, or free will of the fallen creature, and far 
7 
1 


lefs can it be wrought thereby. We propoſe now to 
prefent to your view, Chriſtian brethren, the ſcripturd 
arguments whereby this truth is confirmed. t] 
This doctrine is confirmed from poſitive and e e. 
preſs teſtimonies of the holy ſcriptures ; the few fol-W w 


lowing may be mentioned. The words of our Sa ti 
our, and thoſe of his apoſtle, confirm this truth, and] V 
declare the ſame thing; ſays the former, It is vi 
Spirit that quickeneth (c), and ſays the latter, Buff pr 
1he Spirit giveth life (d). Both theſe texts repreſen / 
the gracious and ſaving work of God upon the ſouſ ie 


Of his People, he N them, and giveth then 7. 


(a) Confeflion of faith, chap. xvi. lecton lil, 
(5 Larger catechiſm, queſt. 155. 
(e John vi. 63. (d, 2 Cor. iii. 6. 


1 
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life. They alſo direct our views to the glorious 
perſon, by whoſe agency this quickening is accom- 
pliſhed, and this life is given; this is not the crea- 
ture himſelf, nor any other of this rank, it is the Spi- 
rit of God. The Holy and eternal Spirit of God is 
the author of that life, which is beſtowed upon ſinners 
at the day of regeneration. Another teſtimony which 
confirms the {ame truth is the following: But ſuch 
were ſome of you ; but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſanc- 
tified, but ye are juſtified—by the Spirit of eur God (c). 
Three precious bleſſings of the new covenant are 
mentioned in theſe words, regeneration, ſanctification, 
and juſtification, which all belong unto true believers. 
How are they beſtowed upon them ? Iszit by the pro- 
per exerciſe of their rational powers, or {he right 
management of their own free will? No ſuch thing is 
found in the text, nor in all the book of God. The 
bleſſings of regeneration, ſanctification and juſtifica- 
tion are beſtowed upon ſinners by a powerful, di- 
vine operation of the Spirit of our God. boy 
truth is alſo eſtabliſhed by the words of the apoſtle, 
According to his mercy he ſaved us, by the waſhing of 
regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt (d). 
The moving and efficient cauſes of our ſalvation are, ig 
theſe words, diſtinctly marked; the former is the mer- 
cy of God, and the latter is the Holy Ghoſt, by 
whoſe power fingers obtain the waſhing of regenera- 
tion, and are renewed in the Spirit of their minds. 
We {ball only farther obſerve upon this branch of e- 
vidence, that theſe expreſſions of ſcripture clearly 
prove this truth, where ſinners are ſaid to be, born 
of water, and of the Spirit (e), to be choſen to ſalua- 
tion through ſanfification of the Spirit and belief of the 
truth (fY; and to be elef according to the foreknow- 
ledge of God the Father, through ſanfification of the 


(<) 1 Cor. v. 11. 2 d Titus 1. 8 N 
ſe John Ui. 5. | 7 2 Theſ. ii, 13. 
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Spirit unto obedience (a). Theſe and ſuch like expreſ- 

ſions, contained in the ſacred records, certainly teach 
us, that it is by a powerful work of the Spirit upon 
the ſouls of men, and that alone, whereby the change 

is wrought in their regeneration, which tranſlates them 
from the power of darkneſs, into the kingdom of God's 
dear Son; and if ſo, the doctrine we are now endea- 
vouring to eſtabliſh, muſt be one of the true ſayings 
of God. 

This truth is alſo confirmed, from the ſcriptural de- 
ſcriptions of the ſinner. in his natural ſtate. His ſitu- 
ation before converſion is there repreſented to be ſuch, 
as clearly proves, both his own inability to recover 
himſelf, and that his deliverance muſt be by the power 
of the Spirit of God. Let us take a view of what 
the ſcripture declares to be the ſtate of the human 
underſtanding; and we will find it to be in a very de- 
plorable condition, which is teſtified by the following 
evidence. Having the * darkened, being 
alienated from the life of God, through the ignorance that 
it in them, becauſe of the blindneſs of their hearts (b). 
But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spi. 
Tit of God ; for they are fooliſhneſs unto him; neither 
ean he know them becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned 

(c). Theſe texts plainly aſſert that the human mind is 
by nature under the power of darkneſs, alienation from 
God, ignorance and blindneſs, that it doth not re- 
ceive, but rejects the things of the Spirit; nay, is 
under a mournful inability of knowing and diſcerning 
them; and how can the creature in this ſituation do 
any thing for his recovery? The perſon who is born 
blind, may as ſoon beſtow upon himſelf the faculty of 
natural viſion; as he who is ſpiritually darkened may 
of himſelf diſcern the things of God. That this mourn- 
ful deſcription is applicable to all men in their natural 


(4) 1 Peter i. 2. (5) Eph. iv. 18. 
| e M Cor. ii. 14. 
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ſtate, whether they be Jews or Gentiles, ſaints or 
ſinners, is evident from the confeſſion of the apoſtle 
in his own name, and in the name of believers; But 
we ourſelves alſo were ſometimes fooliſh, diſobedient, de- 
ceived, ſerving divers luſts and pleaſures, living in malice 
and envy, hateful, and hating one another (c).—Turn 
we our views to the human will, we ſhall fee depra- 
vity raging in this faculty alſy. The ſcripture ac- 
count of it is, the carnal mind is enmity againſt God, 
for it is not ſubject to the law of God ; neither indeed, 
canbs(d). This leading faculty of the ſoul, being 


enmity againſt God, the perſon can never of himſelf 


chuſe the things which pleaſe God; but muſt neceſ- 
ſarily ſet himſelf in oppoſ*ion to the will and law of 
God. All the acts of this faculty muſt be of this kind, 
and until ſinners are made willing in the day of power, 
Jeſus will ever have reaſon to complain of them, ye 
will not come to me that ye might have life (e).—If the 
human heart, and the primary motions of the ſoul, 
are the objects of our attention, we may ſoon ſee whar 
abominations are there. Of the former it is teſtified 
that, The heart is deceitful above all things and deſpe- 
rately wicked (). And concerning the latter we are 
told that every imagination of man's heart was only evil 
continually. (g. - As a farther confirmation of this 
we obſerve, that ſinners before converſion are ſpiri- 
tually dead. And you hath he quickned who were dead 
in treſpaſſes and ſins ; even when we were dead in ſins, 
hath quickened us together with Chriſt Ch). As hoſe 
who are corporeally dead are deprived of all princi- 
ples of' animal life, and their bodily organs imme- 
diately ceaſe to perform their natural functions; ſo 
thoſe who are morally and ſpiritually dead are void of 
all the principles of ſpiritual life, and are utterly inca- 


ſe) Tit. iu. 3, {d) Rom. viii. 3. 


{e) John v. 40. (f) Jer. xvii. 9. 
(g) Gen. vi. 5. (6) Eph. ii. 1, 5. 
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pable of performing any one ſpiritual ation.—Added 
unto what is already faid, ſhall only be the relative 
ſituation of the ſinner in the fight of God, which 


we will find is a clear confirmation of this Aen. The 


ſinner is guilty in God's account, he is under a ſen- 
rence of condemnation, and is obnoxious to the wrath 
of God. In this ſituation he can do nothing for his 
own deliverance, but ſtands in need of an almighty 
Saviour. That this is the true account of the ſinners 
ſtate will appear from a few divine teſtimonies. And 
were by nature the children of wrath, even as others 
(a). He that believeth not is condemned already (O. 

Curſed is every onewho continueth not in all — which 
are written in the book of the law to do them (c). Let 
this ſhort deſcription of the ſinner's natural ſtate be 
weighed, and ſay, Chriſtian friends, ſay, even ene- 
mies themſelves being judges, if there is any hope of 
the ſinner from himſelf ; and if he does not need the 
almighty power of the Spirit to reſcue him from the 
bondage of corruption, and bring him to the living 
God. 

The ſeriptural account of the work of regeneration 
ſhews, that it can be performed by the power of the 
Spirit alone. This work is called a quickening from 
the dead. Even when we were dead in fins, he quick- 
ned us together with Chriſt, by grate ye are ſaved (d). 
The hour is coming and now is, when the dead ſhall hear 
the woice of the Son of God ; and they that hear ſhall 
live (e). If it is not in the power of the creature, but 
competent to God only, to raiſe us from corporeal 
death; it muſt be infinitely above created ability, and 
peculiar to him who hath life in himſelf, to bring the 
dead ſinner from a ſtate of ſpiritual death. It it never 
entered into the heart of man to imagine it in his own 


(a Eph. fl. 3. (8) John ii. 18. 
{c} Gal. in. 10. d) Eph. ii. 5. 
John v. 25. 
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power, to raiſe his own body, or the bodies of others 
from the duſt of the earth; how abſurd muſt it be for 
them to ſuppoſe that they are able to quicken a ſoul 
from death in ſin.—By the work of creation is the 
ſinners regeneration repreſented in the word of God. 
For we are his workmanſhip created in Chriſt Jeſus 

unto good works (F). And the converted ſinner is 

ſaid to be a new creature (g). If divine power 
was neceſlary in the firſt creation, it is equally ſo in 
the ſecond. The diſtance from nothing to being is 
not ſo great, as that betwixt univerſal ſpiritual de- 
pravity and true holineſs, or the image of God. 
This work of regenerating a ſinner muſt therefore be 
removed infinitely above the power of the creature, 
and found performable by him only, who calleth the 
things that be not, as tho“ they were.—The regene- 
ration of the finner is a begetting him, and is compared 
to a birth. Of his own will begat he us, with the word 
of truth (b). As it is impoſſible for any man, to be the 
author of his own generation in the womb of his mo- 
ther; ſo it is equally out of the power of the ſinner, 


1 in a ſpiritual ſenſe, to beget himſelf. The text now 
2 quoted, aſcribes it to its proper author, which is God 
U himſelf. The creature in his formation in the womb 
a by divine power, being wholly paſſive, ſo muſt the 


). ſpiritual creature be, when he is begotten again unto 
1 a lively hope, through the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt 
from the dead. The ſpiritual birth of the new crea- 
ture is alſo attributed unto God. Which were born 
f of blood, nor of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, but 
(i). And they are ſaid to be born of the Spirit 
CF). In oppoſition unto theſe plain and poſitive ſayings 
of Jehovah, how wicked and impious mult it be to 
maintain, that this is in the power of the creature to 


(f) Eph. ii. 10. g) 2 Cor. v 17. 
James i. 18. (+) John i. 13. 
(+) John iii 5. 
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accompliſn by his own free will. In the work of con- 
verſion alſo, Satan is overcome, and the dominion of . 
fin is deſtroyed ; neither of which can any ſinner ac- 
- compliſh. 1s it poſſible for the vaſſals of Satan to free 
themſelves from the prince of the power of the air, 
the ſpirit that rules in them, as the children of Aiobe⸗ 
dience? can they who are born in fin, and under its 
tyranny, caſt down this enemy from its throne and do- 
minion in their ſouls? while we are conſtrained from 
{cripture and experience to anfwer theſe queſtions in 
the negative, we are obliged to believe the doctrine 
now under our conſideration to be a part of the faith 
once delivered unto the ſaints. 
The ſcripture expreſsly denies this work to be in 
thi power of the creature, which proves it to be of 
God through the Spirit. For the illuſtration of this F 
proof, we need only mention the following texts. | 
Can the Ethiopian change his tin, or the leopard his 
Spots ? then may ye alſo do good, that are accuſtomed 10 ö 
do evil (a). The man in his natural ſtate is here de- 


ſcribed ; he is one who is accuſtomed to do evil. His | 
utter incapacity to accompliſh a change upon his na- U 
ture and life is ſtrongly aſſerted. It is as little in his a 
3 to do this, as it is in the power of the black f 
thiopian to change his colour, or the leopard to ir- k 
radicate his ſpots, "which all know is impoſſible. The b 
words of Chriſt alſo prove the natural inability of the 

ſinner, No man can come to me, except the-Father, which 10 
hath ſent me, draw him (b). Our Saviour mentions pe 
the exerciſe of a renewed and converted ſinner, he * 
comes unto him. The perſon's inability to do this of TI 
himſelf is here declared by the faithful and true witneſs; Ki 
no man can come unto me except the Father draw him. 8 


The drawing power of the Father, which is put forth _ 
by the perſonal agency of the Spirit, is abſolutely ne- = 
_w to bring a ſinner to Chriſt ; and this exerciſe 


175 Jer. xiii, . (+) John vi. 44. 
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is not by any means competent to the creature without 
it. To theſe we may add the teſtimonies of the apoſtle 
Paul. For he ſaith to Moſes I will have merty upon 
whom I will: have mercy, and I will have compaſſion on 
whom I will have compaſſion, ſo then it is not of him that 
willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that ſhews 
eth mercy (a). This oracle of truth mentions the great 
bleſſedneſs of all believers, they have an intereſt in the 
mercy and compaſſion of Jehovah, and enjoy all their 
effects. How do. they obtain this bleſſedneſs? It is 
not of the ſinner, for it is not of him that willeth, nor 
of him that runneth; but it is beſtowed by the Lord, 
for it is of God that ſheweth mercy. | By the ſame 
inſpired writer, this truth is alſo confirmed, when he 
. ſays, Not by works of -righteouſneſs which we haue 
done, but according to his mercy he ſaved us by the work- 
ing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy GHaſt (b). 
The bleſſing of eternal ſalvation, is here denied to de- 
pend at all upon the creature, or his performances; 
but is ſolely aſcribed unto the Lord. In theſe few por- 
tions of ſcripture we are taught, that man has no moral 
ability before his converſion, to do any thing that is 
ſpiritually good; and therefore thoſe Who aſcribe unto 
him that power, plainly contradict the words of the 
holy one. | x et | 1 

The inſufficiency of all external means of themſelves, 
to convert or fave a ſinner, proves that it is divine 
power alone that can accompliſh it. Profperity and 
adygſity are means intended for the good of*men. 
A, OE of God to us in our proſperity ſhould 
lead us to repentance ; and by the ſadneſs of the coun- 
tenance in our adverſity the heart ſhould be made bet- 
ter. But, alas! how often do we ſee the children of 
men, under all this variety of divine diſpenſations, re- 
maining dead in fin, open tranſgreſſors of the divine 
law, and hardened from the fear of God; a ſure evi- 


(a) Rom. ix. 15, 16. : (% Tit. iti. 5. 


130 A Teftimeny and Warning againſt Sxor. VII. 
dence that, without the bleſfing of the Spirit, theſe 
means are altogether ineffectual.— The word and or- 
dinances of God alſo are incapable of themſelves 
to work. any ſpiritual. change upon the fouls, of men. 
To how mary 1s the word of falvarion ſent, without 
producing upon them any ſaving effect? Multitudes 

oy the preaching of the Kaas and the diſpenfation 
* other ſacred inſtitutions, who notwithſtanding periſh 
in their fins. -Whence is it fo, but to diſcover the 
incflicacy of theſe means, and the need of divine power 
to render them effectual.— The common operations of 
the divine Spirit avail not to the regeneration of the 
finner. In the days of Noah, the inhabitants of the 
earth enjoyed theſe motions of the Spirit, and yet 
none of them were brought to the knowledge of God. 
On this occaſion Jehovah deelares my Spirit fhall not 


the wilderneſs, and in the days of the apoſtles, the fame 
thing is declared by Stephen; Te ftiff-necked, and un- 

circumciſedinheart and ears, ye do always reh/t the Holy 
Gb; 'as your fathers did fo do ye (b).—Miraculous 
works will not produce this change upon the ſinner. 

How many profeſſors of religion and others have been 
wirneſſes of the miracles which were wrought, and 
are recorded in the ſacred page; and yet have never 
veen bronght from a ſtate of fin into a ſtate of holi- 
neſs.— The moſt favourable circumſtances, in which 
perſons can be placed, in the courſe of adorable pro- 
vidence, cannot effect upon the ſtate or nature gf the 
children of men a faving alteration. A religious and 
Chriſtian education, muh careful parental inſtructi- 

on, and a godly example have all been found, in the 
mournful experience of mankind, incapable of making 
thoſe who have enjoyed them new creatures. Whence 
is this lamentable unſucceſsfulneſs of theſe external 
means? And whence is is it that they are, inany inſtances, 


(a) Gen. vi. 3 (5) Acts viii. IN 


—akways ſtrive with man upon earth (a). Of the Jews in 
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- efficacious? Not from the creature's proper uſe of his 


vel wwas not cut, neither was thou waſhed in water to 
* ſupple thee, thou waſt not ſalted at all, nor ſwaddled 


mere, any countenance given to the modern notions 


S ; 


moral power or free will. To affert this, is to affirm, 
contrary to the word of God, that it is of him that 
willeth, and of him that runacth, and not of God 
that ſheweth mercy. But the true reaſon is, becauſe 
in the one caſe the power of the Spirit of God is with- 
held from the means 1 grace, and in the other it is 
air beſtowed. 

From the feripmeal. account of the accompliſhment 
of this work, this doctrine may likewiſe be eſtabliſhed. 
This argument may be illuſtrated by a paſſage in the 
prophecy of Ezekiel, where we have an account both 
of the A condition of the children of men, and 
the method of their deliverance out of it. The for- 
mer is contained in theſe remarkable words, and as 
for thy nativity in the day that thou waſt born, thy na- 


at all. None eye pitied thee, to do anyof theſe unto thee, 
to have compaſſion upon thee ; but thou _ caſt out inte 
the open field, io the loathing of thy penſon, in the day 

that thou waſt born Ca). Whatever reſpect theſe 3 
may have unto the low condition of the people of Iſrael, 
yet they muſt be conſidered as a deſcription of the de- 
area ſtate of the children of wen, who are, accor- 
ding to the writings of the New Teſtament, {aid to be 
in the fleſh. Let us now ſee the Lord's method of 
delivering ſuch a miſerable creature. And. when I 
2d by thee, and ſazo thee poluted in thine own blood, 
A unto'thee when thou wa/lt in thy blood, live ; yea, 
ſaid unto thee when thou waſt in thy bloed, live (b). 
Thus does Jehovah' act towards all converted fin- 
ners, in their reſpective times of love, when he, by 
his Spirit, turns them from darkneſs to light, and from 
the power of Satan unto God. In this deſcription. is 


— 


(a) Rzek. xvi. 4, 5 = back. XVI. 1 


— 
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relative to man's free will? Does it appear from this 
paſſage, that God, in ſending Chriſt a perſon af our 
own order, a ſpecial meſſenger from heaven, and gi- 
ving us the outward means of grace, hath already ſa- 


ved us, as far as the matter depends on him, ſo that 
if the matter do not ſtick at us we are effectually ſaved? 


If this is the ſituation in which we are placed, the mat- 
ter muſt eternally ſtick at us, and we ſhall periſh for- 
ever. But we have not ſo learned Chriſt. Does not 
every circumſtance in this account rather tend to con- 
_ Fate, deſtroy, and annihilate theſe opinions forever ? 
The converſion of the apoſtle Paul is an inſtance of the 

accompliſhment of this work, by which this argument 
may be illuſtrated. ' His own account of it is given in 
the following words ; But when it pleaſed God, who 
ſeparated me from my mother's womb, and called me by 
his. grace, to revenl his Son in me (a). Theſe words, 


which ſhould ſink deeply into our hearts, repreſent the | 


grand cauſe of Paul's converſion, and that of every o- 
ther man, the good pleaſure of the great Jehovah; 


the nature of this work, it is a revelation of Chriſt 


in the ſoul; and the agent by whom it is accompliſhed, 
it is the work of God, which work he performs by the 
Spirit, who, on this account, is called The Spirit of 
wiſdom and revelatiox in the knowledge of Chriſt (H. 


Paul aſcribes to himſelf no part of the work, nor claims 
any ſhare in the glory of his converſion to Chriſt ; 


nay, but he attributes it all to the Lord; and may we 
not ſay that all regenerate ſouls do fo likewiſe. —The 
converſion of Lydia is an inſtancè of the ſame thing. 
Concerning her it is ſaid, whoſe heart the Lord opened, 
that ſhe attended unto the things that awere ſpoken of Paul 
(c). Lydia, of her own: Wee will, did not open her 


heart to receive the goſpel. No ſuch thing is hinted; 


but the very oppoſite of this is aſſerted. She was the 


(s) Gal. i. 15, 16. (b) Eph. i. 17. 
= (le) Adu w. 14 
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happy ſubject of an invincible operation of the Spirit, 
whereby /her heart was opened to receive Chriſt, as 
he was freely offered to her in the goſpel: Theſe in- 
ſtances,” unalterably fixing as they do the mode of pra- 

' ducing a ſaving change upon the heart of a ſinger, for- 
ever exclude human ability from having a ſhare ip this 
bufineſs ; and aſcribe it unto the Spirit of God only, 
which is an unanſwerable confirmation of the doctrine 
under our view. 

The promiſes of God relative to chis work put the 
matter beyond a doubt; a few of them follow: And 
the Lord thy God will W thine heart, and the 
heart of the feed, to love the Lord thy God with all 
thine heart, and with all thy ſoul, that thou mayeſt 
live (c). A new heart alſo will IT give you, and a neu 
ſpirit will J put within you, and I will take away the 
| fer heart out of your fleſh, and I will give you an heart 

eb. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cauſe 

* to walk in my ſtatutes, and ye ſhall keep my judg- 

ments, and do them (d). The Lord ſhall ſend the rod 

of thy ftrength out of Z ion. — Thy people ſhall be willing 
in the day of thy,.power (e). For this tis the covenant 
that I will make with the houſe of Iſrael after thoſe 
days, ſaith the Lord; I will put my laws into their 
mind, and write them in their hearts ; and I will be to 
them a God, and the y ſhall be to me a people (. See- 
ing the great che in theſe abſolute promiſes of 
I his grace, has claimed to himſelf the whole work of 
> [renewing and converting ſinners, and has made this 
the ſubje& matter of his promiſe to his people; muſt. 
it not be daring-and impious in the higheſt degree to 
take it from him, and cauſę it depend upon the crea- 
ture's free will? If God catt only fave the children 
of men, in a moral way, that is, by giving us ha. ; 


WT” TS -- Van WO - 7 


(c) Deut. XXX. 6. © Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27. 
le) Plalm cx. 23, / Heb. vii. 4. 
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overtures of his grace, and preſenting motives to in- 
duce. our compliance with them; but cannot, in a 
conſiſtency with our free will, put forth an act of his 
power and grace in circumfuſing our hearts, giving 
us new hearts and right ſpirits, taking the ſtony heart 
our of our feſh, putting his Spirit within us, making 
us willing in the day of the Redeemer's power, put- 
ting his law in our minds, and writing them in our 
hearts; then allftheſe' promiſes can have no other ten- 
eceive the children of men, to miſre. 
preſent the work of grace in their ſouls, and to en- 
courage mankind to traſt in God ſor enjoying that 

which he never will beſtow upon them. 1 he enemies 
of this doctrine have been ſo inconſiderate as to argue 
from the commands of God, which require the religi. 
ons exerciſes attained unto by the ſaints, and which are 
the duty of all, in dogmatically aſſerting, that were 
it not in the power of man to do theſe things, God 
would never have required them from him, By this 
opinion the precepts and the promiſes of God are 
made to contradict one another; and the former muſt 
nullify and ſupercede the latter. Of what uſe can the 
promiſe. of God be, wherein he undertakes and en. 
gages to work theſe things in men, if it is in their 
power to work them in themſelves ? Many valuable 
ends are anſwered by the commands of God, though 
man's ability to fulfil them be denied; but upon the 
ſuppoſition of his having this power, not one reaſon 
can be given for the revelation of the promiſe ; it 
muſt be an unmeaning parade of words. By this opi- 
nion it is maintained that the commands of God are 
the meafure of the creature's ſtrength, as well as they 
are the rule of his duty. That they are the rule of 
duty is evident from the nature of the thing; but that 
they are the meaſure of his ſtrength is denied; and 
that wich warrant from the word of God which de- 
clares, For whom we were yet without grengih, in due 


7 
. 
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time Chrif# died for the ungodly (a). Thoſe who hold 
this ſentiment plainly maintain, that Jehovah-has no 
right to require any thing of his fallen creature, but 
that which is in his power to perform. By this man- 
ner of arguing, the obligation of the whole moral law © 
is, with reference to rebel men and angels, deſtroyed 
for ever. It is contrary to the nature of God, of his 
moral creature, and the relation ſubſiſting betwixt 
them; contrary to the eternal and immutable obliga- 
tion of the divine law on all his rational offspring, 
notwithſtanding of their want of power to fulfil it; 
and contrary to the poſſibility of ſin being committed 
in the place of miſery. This ſentiment being at the 
foundation of the whole ſcheme of thoſe who deny 
the neceſſity of the Spirit's work in the converfion of 
ſinners, tt may be ſeen, by every ſpiritually diſcern- 
ing perſon, to be an abomination which the Lord ab- 
hors. | 3 FTE, 

The many abſurd conſequences, that follow upon the 
denial of the power and work of theSpirit in the regene- 
ration and ſalvation of ſinners, and attributing this unto 
the creature”s moral ability and free will, may eſtabliſh 
our minds in the belief of this part of revealed truth. 
If this is the caſe it is not of God that worketh in us to 
will and to do of his good pleaſure (b); but it is of the 
crearure who works in himſelf, both to will and to do 
what the Lord requires. By the ſelf. determining power 
of his own free will, which cannot be conſtrained even 
by divine influence, the creature chuſes the good and 
refuſes the evil, and thus works in himſelf to will and 
do. What an abſurdity muſt it be, when the ſcripture 
aſcribes all this unto the Lord, for any to aſcribe it 
unto man.—From this doctrine it mult neceſſarily fol- 
low, that the whole ſucceſs of the ſcheme of redemp- 
tion in the final iſſue thereof, muſt depend upon the 
ereature, and not upon God. Having given them the 


„) Rom. v. 6 (5) Phil; ii. 13. 
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revelation of his will, he has done his utmoſt, he can do 
no more, conſiſtent with their free will; he muſt leave 
itin their hands, and ſtand by an anxious ſpectator, 
waiting till he ſee how man's free willſhall determine the 
matter. If this doctrine is true, it puts it in the power 
of the creature to fruſtrate intirely all the deſigns of Je- 
hovah's love. O how abſurd muſt this repreſentation of 


the matter be, when we conſider that the Lord hath 


faid of himſelf, Iwill work and who. ſhall let it (a).— 
This doctrine contradicts the glorious deſign of God in 


the work of redemption, which is to ſtop all boaſting | 


in the creature, and to ſuffer no fleſh to glory in his pre- 
ſence. But if ſinners put themſelves in poſſeſſion of 
ſalvation, by the proper exerciſe of their own free will, 
they muſt have cauſe for boaſting, andthat before God. 
According to this doQtrine,, there are no peculiar 
acts of divine goodneſs, put forth on them who are 


ſaved, any more than on them who periſh. He gives 


them all the outward means of grace, if they uſe them 
Kright it is well; but if otherwiſe he cannot help is. 
He cannot obtrude upon any the bleſſings of ſalvation, 
without their deliberate conſent. Their ſalvation and 
damnation is equally owing unto themſelves.— This 
doctrine renders the ſalvation of any of the children 
of men altogether uncertain. Inſtead of depending 
upon the unalterable decree of God, it is reſted upon 
the fluctuating will of the creature. How abſurd is 
this opinion when compared with the words of the 
apoſtle, :Nevertheleſs, the foundation of God ftandeth 
ſure, having this ſeal, the Lord knoweth them that are 
his (b).—lt is not God but the creature that makes 
himſelf to differ from others, if this doctrine be true. 
By the right uſe of his own moral ability and free 
will, he hath made himſelf to differ from thoſe, who, 
by an abuſe of them, remain in a ſtate of condemna- 
tion.—According to this ſentiment, the church on 


(a) Ia. xliii, 13. (6) Phil. ii. 13. 
. | 
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earth and in heaven, need not ſing, Not unto ts, O 
Lord, not unto ut, but unto thy name give glory, for 
thy mercy, and for thy truth's ſake (b). A great part 
of the work is performed by the ſinful creature, and 
certainly a conſiderable ſhare of the glory belongs unto 
him. Thoſe who are ſaved, if this is the way of ſal- 
vation, may 2 facrifice unto their own net, and 
burn incenſe to their own drag; becauſe it was b 
their own good behaviour, and not by the grace o 
God merely, that they have reached the enjoyment 
of eternal life. Let the doctrine, of which theſe and 
the like are the native conſequences, be reprobated 
for ever. | | | 
What has been ſaid, Chriſtian friends and brethren, 
may ſerve to give you a ſhort view of the ſcripture 


evidence, by which the doctrine of the Spirit's agen- 


cy, in our ſalvation, is ſupported: While many go 
about to with-hold from God-the glory of their falva- 
tion, let it be your concern to aſcribe the honour of 
your's entirely unto him. As many are found deny- 
ing and contradicting the work of the Spirit of God, 
deploring their courſe as ye juſtly may,, endeavour to 
depend upon the Spirit of promiſe, and believe and 


receive the accompliſhment of the promiſe of the Spi- 


rit. Pray much for, cheriſh and comply with the 
influences of the Spirit upon your ſouls by his word, 
ever remembering that Ks 72 he the Spirit of truth is 
come, he will guide you into all truth (O). 


(a) Pfal. cxv. 1. (6) John xvi. 13. 
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THE CONCLUSION. 


HE ſeripture evidence of ſome of the moſt im- 
portant doErines of revelation, having been 
ſhortly ſtated, by which at the ſame time the cppoſite 
_ errors are refuted, you will bear with us a little, 
Chriſtan friends and brethren in our Lord, while we 
mention to you as a concluſion of the whole, ſome 
things againlt which we deſire to teſtify, and of which 
we think it our duty ed give you warning. Conſider- 


ing it as the duty of the public miniſters of religion 


in particular, to witneſs againſt the error of the wicked, 
and to inform mankind of the danger to which they 
are thereby expoſed ; we ſhall add a few particulars, 
in which we mean to diſcharge this neceflary duty. 
We give our teſtimony againſt thoſe errors, which 
are prevailing in the land, and would warn you of the 
danger in wh.ch they put your precious and immortal 
fouls. This teſtimony and warning relative to thoſe 
errors, we find ourſelves, for the following reaſons, 
conſtrained to exhibit. I hey are infinitely diſhonour- 
ing to God. They miſrepreſent the nature of God, 
the divine perſons, and Jehovah's works of grace.— 
hey are a dreadful diſhonour done to the Lord J eſus. 
By them he is robbed of the glory both of his divine 


nature, and true mediatorial character. There is no 


way in which Jeſus can be more remarkably deſpiſed 
and rejected of nen, than by believing and — 5 
ſuch grols hereſies.— They alſo take away the glory ot 
tne Spirit of God. In his perſonality and divinity he 
is blaſphemed, and deſpite is thereby done unto him 
in his work. Well were it for the friends of thoſe 


*errors, that their minds were penetrated with a con- 
viction of that alarming truth; Whoſcever ſpea eth à. 


. goſpel render prolperous the kingdom of Chiiſt; ſo 


of men, remains ſecure ; but they being oveithrown, 


teachers are in our land, is evident from ſome late 
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gainſt the Holy Ghoſt, it ſhall not be forgiven him, neither 
in this world nor in the world to come (a) —A groſs | im- 
poſition is hereby put upon the holy oracles of inſpita- 
tion, as if they were the authors of thoſe abominati- 
ons, Ihe pureſt fountain of goſpel light is perverted, 
and made the ſource from which the groſſeſt ſpiritu-l 
darkneſs does proceed. —Theſe errors are alſo the pil- 
lars of Satan's kingdom. As the great doQtrines of the 


thoſe errors. greatly promote the intereſt of the kingdom 
of darkneſs. 1 hoſe being maintained, the kingdom 
of the wicked one, both in the world, and in the fouls 


it muſt fall to the ground, —They are exceedingly in- 
jurious to the ſouls of men. "Theſe opinions, by which 
the divinity, ſonſhip, and atonement of Chrilt, the per- 
ſonality, divinity, and work of the Spirit are denied, you 
may juſtly conſider, dear Chriſtians, to be ſtatutes by 
which you cannot live either in grace, or in glory; 
and therefore they are called, damnable hereſies, and 
thoſe who maintain them bring upon themſelves ſwift 
deſtruttion (b). Prefled as our minds are with theſc 
conſiderations, we cannot but offer our ſolemn proteſt, 
and give our molt pointed teſtimony againſt theſe doc- 
trines of devils, which are, by ſpeech and writing in- 
duſtriouſly propagated among profeſſed Chriſtians; and 
at the ſame time we earneſtly warn all, into whoſe 
hands this publication may come, as they regard the 
glory of God, the intereſt of religion, and the ſalvation 
of their ſouls, that they beware of receiving or beliey- 
ing thoſe deeps of Satan. . 

We give our teſtimony  againlt all theſe perſons, 
who propagate thoſe errors; and warn all profeſſed 
Chriſtians to beware of them. I bat ſuch errcn-ous 
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publications, written by members of the churches ot 


(a) Matth. xii. 32. (5) 2 Peter ii. 1. 
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Scotland and England, from the countenance given 


thereunto by many of their brethren, and from the 
teſtimony and loud complaints of many, who belong 


to their miniſterial and Chriſtian communion. A- 


gainſt theſe teachers we offer our teſtimony, agreeable 
to an approved example, To whom we gave place by 
ſuhjection no not for an hour, for this very important 
reaſon, that the truth of the goſpel might continue with 
you (a). In the words of inſpiration we warn you a- 
gainſt them, Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, be- 
ware of the conciſion (b). We give our teſt mony againſt, 
and warn you of ſuch men, becauſe of their ignorance 
of goſpel doctrines. The eyes of their underſtand- 
ing have never been enlightened, in the knowledge of 
the myſteries of godlineſs; otherwiſe they never would 
have brought thoſe errors into the church of Chriſt. — 
Becauſe of their enmity at the method of the ſinners 
ſalvation, through the bleficd Redeemer. The glo- 
ious foundations of this plan of grace for men, which 
were laid in infinite wiſdom, mercy and love, are, by 
theſe teachers, totally deſtroyed. —Becauſe of their cru- 
elty to the ſouls of men, Of the divinity and atonement 
ot him, who is the divine author of their eternal ſalva- 
tion, they entirely rob them. The divinity and ſaving 


work of him, by whom they are led unto the land of 


uprightneſs, they alſo take away from them. Judge 
then, Chriſtians, if they can be the friends, nay, ra- 
ther ſay that they are the enemies of precious and im- 
mortal ſouls.—Becaufe of their unrighteous diliger ce, 
in ſpreading this erroneous belief among the Chriſtian 
people. Not contented with preaching thoſe doQrines 
from the pulpit, ſome of them are found going from 
houſe to houſe, with Socinian publications in their 
hands, . inculcating upon poor deluded ſouls the doc- 
trines containedin them. Of ſuchperſonswecannot for- 
bear to ſay, O full of all fubtilty, and all miſchief, 


{s) Gal. it, 5. (5) Phil, ili. 2, 
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thou enemy of all righteouſneſs, will thou not ceaſe to per - 
vert the right ways of the Lord (a).—And becauſe of 


the deceitful and unmanly manner, in which they of- | 


ten teach their erroneous opinions, On ſome of thoſe 
doctrines, they come not forward, as honeſty and 


candor require, and plainly declare their ſentiments z 


but, inſtead of this, they conceal their real opinions, 
under dark and ambiguous phraſes, that they may, 
the more eaſily and ſucceſsfully, deceive the hearts of 
the ſimple. They are alſo found endeavouring to re- 
concile the Socinian doctrine, with the pure goſpel of 
Chriſt ;- while they may know, that theſe two are e- 
ternally contrary the one to the other. By this proce- 
dure they are not the leſs, but are rather the more 
dangerous. Theſe things being conſidered, the rea- 


ſonableneſs and neceſſity of our teſtimony and warning | 


againſt them, will clearly appear. | 

We teſtify againſt the groſs deceit, hypocriſy, and per- 
jury of the teachers of thoſe errors, who have, attheir 
ordination to the holy miniſtery, both ſolemnly vowed 
before God and man to preach and maintain the doctrines 
of the goſpel, and publicly ſubſcribed the orthodox 
faith, as it is expreſſed in the ſtandards of that church, 
in the communion of which they remain. That there 
are many perſons in ſacred office, on the eſtabliſhments 
in Britain and Ireland, who anſwer this deſcription, is an 
unqueſtionable fact. Guilty they muſt be of the groſſeſt 


deceit, the baſeſt hypocriſy, and the moſt aweful perjury, 


in preaching Socinian and Unitarian errors, which are 
directly contrary to that faith, which they are ſworn to 


teach and defend. It is well known, that the mini- 
ſters on the eſtabliſhment in Scotland, at their admiſ-- - 


ſion to the ſacred office, publicly profeſs their appro- 
bation of the Weſtminſter confeſſion of faith; ceclare 


it to be the confeſſion of their faith; and ſolemnly vow 


to maintain the doctrines contained therein to the ut- 


(a) Acts xiii. 10. 
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molt of their power. After ſuch a ſolemn profeſſion 


can we form of the conduct of theſe men, who, de- 
ſpiſing and contradicting their ordination vows, endea- 
vour, with all their might, to ſupport and propagate 


errors? If this is not deceit, hypocriſy and perjury, 
it will be impoſſible to point out the action, which in- 

volves thoſe crimes. What dreadful guilt does this 
ſyſtem of iniquity bring upon men! Againſt them the 
antient charge may be. juſtly exhibited ; Her prophets 
are light and treacherous perſons, her prieſts have poluted 
the ſanctuary, they have done violence to the law (a). 

What a fear ful example of deceitful dealing, with God 
and man, is hereby ſet before the people! In their con- 
duct that awful declaration is daily verified, From the 
mY #phets of Jeruſalem is prophaneneſs gone : forth into all 
the land (b). We, therefore, teſtify againſt all ſuch 


perſons whom you are called to avoid. 

We exhibit our teſtimony againſt the unfaithful- 
neſs of church judicatories, in dealing with Socinians 
amd Unitarians in their communion. Eccleſiaſtical 
courts are the ordinance of Chriſt, for purging his 
church from error and immorality, by duly cenſuring 
or cutting of the heretical, and the unholy. In the 


proper diſcharge ot this duty, the members of thoſe 


courts glorify God, honour the Redeemer, vindicate 
the law and the goſpel, edity the church, and do an 
eſſential ſervj zee 10 the perſons of rranſgrefſors. For 
ibis exerciſe of their judicial power, they have the 
command of Chriſt ; Take us the foxes, the little faxes 
* that ſpal the vines; for our vines have tender grapes (c); 

A man that is an heretic, after the firſt and ſecond ad. 
monitzon, reject (d). But when the thrones of Jodg: 


(a) Zeph. iii. 4. (5) Jer. xXiil. 1 5. 
(e) Song ii. 15. (d) Tit. iii. 10. 


of their faith and engagement to duty, what opinion 


among the Chriſtian people Socinian and Unitarian 


teachers of religion, and point them out unto you as 


2 On Og OE OY Ol EE Tg SS 


before them, no greater injury can be done to the in- 


| Scotland, have been guilty of this. evil, will be, from 


mournful evidences of ttieir unfaithfulneſs in this par- 
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ment, the thrones of the houſe of our New Teſtament 
David profane their ſeat, either by ſuffering the impure 
to remain in the church, without enquiring after their 
way, or by juſtifying them when their ways are tried 


tereſts of Chriſt, of truth, of bolincfs, of immortal 
ſouls. ' That many church Judicatories | in Britain and 
Ireland, eſpecially thoſe of the eſtabliſhed church of 


their public conduct on different occaſions, abundant- 
ly evident. While ſome who diſcovered a degree of 
faithfulneſs for the purity of divine truths and ordinan- 
Ces, in oppoſition unto the errors and defections of the 
times, have been ſeverely cenſured by them, even 
unto depoſition from the holy miniſtery; others, who 
have been libeled before them for the groſſeſt errors, 
and moſt ſcandalous immoralities, have either eſcaped 
the diſcipline of the church altogether, or been paſſed 
without that degree of cenſure, which the nature of 
their crimes deſerved. The judicatories of the church 
of Scotland, very lately, have given one of the moſt 


ticular, by declaring their ſatisfaction with the explan- 
ation and apology of Dr. M*Gill, and refuſing any 
further inveſtigation of the affair, than perhaps any 
church court ever manifeſted. The words of Solo- 
mon, which ſhould be uttered with ſorrow and lamen- 
tation, may be applied to this, 1 /aww under the ſun the 
place of judgment, that wickedneſs was there, and = 
place of righteouſneſs, that iniquity was there (a). 

gainft all this maſs of judicial iniquity, which we * 
bear to repreſent in the detail, we teſtify, and enter 
our ſolemn proteſt; becauſe it is infinitely diſhonour- 
ing to God, and injurious to the intereſts of religion. 
We alſo warn you, dear Chriſtian friends, to beware 
of giving any practical approbation to theſe impious 


(a) Eccl. iii. 16. 
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courſes, whereby the rulers of the church have ſecured 
to the erroneous and the immoral a feat in the church 
of Chriſt.” This warning we give you in the words of 
the prophet, ſay ye not a confederacy, to all them to whom 
this people ſhall ſay a confederacy, neither fear ye their 
fear, nor be afraid; but ſanctiſy the Lord of hoſts himſelf, 
and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread (b). 

We likewiſe teſtify againſt thoſe open blaſphemers, 
the modern Unitarians. The ſocieties of this name 
have, for ſome time paſt, greatly prevailed in England; 
and ſeveral congregations have been. lately erected in 
Scotland. They have ſeparated from the eſtabliſhed 
churches in this iſland, principally becauſe the doctrine 
of the Trinity is held by the religious ſocieties eſtabli- 
ſhed in the land. . It is, ſays Dr. Price, the con- 
viction that the true object of worſhip is God the 


“ Father only, that in a great meaſure makes us Pro- 


« teſtant diſſenters.” Theſe ſocieties deny the whole 
of thoſe doctrines, the evidence of which from the ſa- 
cred oracles, we have already ſet before you. Being 


relieved from the reſtraints of church eſtabliſhments, 


which in ſome meaſure bind downthe Socinians in Scot- 
land, the Unitarian teachers give looſe reins to, them- 
ſelves, in ſpreading among men, the greateſt errors 

that ever were invented by the father of lies. Their 


daring impudence in breaking in upon the church's 
faith, their rage againſt the moſt ſublime doctrines 


of revelation, their endeavours to bring down Chriſti- 
anity to a level with natural religion, and their high pre- 
tences to Chriſtian charity, render them the moſt open 
and dangerous enemies of the church of Chriſt. Well 
warranted are we to apply to them the words which 
are ſpoken of the antichriſtian beaſt, they open their 
mouths in blaſphemy againſt God, to baſphene bis name, 
and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven ( a ). 

Againſt this unhallowed band we offer our teſtimony, 


(s) Ilaiah viii. 12, 13. (5, Rev. xiii. 6. 
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and ſolemnly call upon, and warn all profeſſed Chriſti 
ans, to keep at a diſtance from the tents of theſe 


wicked men, leſt they periſh in their overthrow. 
We alſo teſtify againſt the antiſcriptural methods, 


employed by the Unitarians, to propagate their errors. 


They have lately ſent their emiſſaries through the prin- | 


cipal towns of the nation, to ſpread their erroneous 
faith. In order to rouſe attention, and collect the in- 
habitants, they have printed, diſperſed, and poſted 
upon the moſt conſpicuous parts ot the city hand bills, 
advertiſing and inviting the people to their meetings, 
where the worſhip of the one true God was to be cele- 


brated. This is the very method which is conſtantly 


taken to inform the citizens of theatrical exhibitions, 
public ſhews, and other vain and ſinful amuſements, 
in order to call, to theſe nurſeries of every abominati- 
on, a crowded. audience. They have even gone a ſtep 


farther than this. A weekly meeting has been appointed 


and held on an ordinary day, in which they publicly 
diſpute their principles with any who ſhall find them- 
{elves diſpoſed to E" 


18 all this to the goſpel of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. Did ever any of the apoſtles and followers of 
the meek and lowly Jeſus, take ſuch, methods of propa- 
gating, among the children of men, the doctrines of 
his kingdom? are any of thoſe low, ſelfiſh and deſpica- 


ble ſchemes appointed by God. in his word, for bring- 


ing men to the knowledge of the faith, which is de- 
livered to the ſaints? We are therefore conſtrained to 


{| teſtify. againſt all theſe things, and would warn you, 


Chriſtian brethren, to beware of giving ſuch practices 
any countenance ; and if you have fallen into this evil 
through inadvertency, curioſity or otherwiſe, we be- 
leech you to repent of your ſin, and hereafter act ac- 
cording to the divine injunction, [fthere come any un- 


to you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into 


ter the liſts with them; and at the 
ſame time tickets have been ſold for money to all who 
are admitted to hear the debate. What a diſgrace 


— — — 
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your houſe, neither bid him God ſpeed. Fur be that 
bideth him God ſpeed is pariaker of this-evil deed (b). 


We likewife warn you of, and teſtify againſt the 


_ dreadful perverſion and abuſe of ſcripture, with which 
the Socinian and Unitarian writers are chargeable. 


Finding the ſpirit and the letter of fcripture, to be 


dire&ly againſt their tenets, with a view to get over 


this 3 they apply to the words of the Holy 


they manage, as the neceſſity of their argument re- 
quires, in various ways. To make the ſcripture ſup. 
port their errors, they ſometimes force an unnatural, 
and, to the book of God, an unknown interpreta- 
tion upon the words in the original. For anfwering the 


ſame end, they at other times altogether cut off a word 


from the text, affirming, without any reaſon, that it 
is probable it was added to the ſacred writings. A- 
gain you will find them tranſpofing an original word, 


from one clauſe of a verſe to another, and giving ſuch 


a tranſlation of the whole, as will favour their opini- 
ons. Inſtances alſo there are of thew changing one 
word for another, to make their hereſies appear to be 
ſupported by the word of God. Relative words they 


often pervert, by denying their application to there 
neareſt and proper antecedent; and endeavour to find 


out remote antecedents to which, in a very foreed 
and unnatural manner, they refer them. Some So- 
cinian and Unitarian publications which contain a 
repreſentation of that ſcheme of doctrine only, are 


not fo full of theſe inſtances; but there are few or 
none of them, which are intended as a defence thereof, 


that do not abound with ſuch lawleſs liberties uſed with 


the holy ſcriptures. Dreadful muſt that ſyſtem be, 


which requires the holy oracles of infpiration to be 


thus tortured, in order to ſupport it. You will ſee, 


{a} 2 John v. 10, 11. 


— 


„ 


unjuſtifiable and wicked criticiſm. This 


Chriſtian friends and brethren, that, by theſe methods, 
it is very eaſy to make any declaration or law of 
God or man teach any opinion as a doctrine, or re- 
quire any action as a duty which theſe critics pleaſe. 
By ſuch abandoned and preſumptuous methods 
do Socinians and Unitarians ſupport their errors; 
and indeed while the ſcripture is allowed to be the 
rule of faith, which they have not as yet found it 


convenient to deny, their hereſies cannot be ſupported - 


without them. With a view to impreſs your minds with 
the importance and neceſſity of our teſtimony and warn- 
ing againſt this ſore evil, we preſent to you the words 


of Chriſt ; For I te/tify unto every man that heareth the 


words of the prophecy of this book, if any man ſhall add 
unto theſe things, God ſhall add unto him the plagues that 
are written in this book ; and if any man ſball take away 
from the words of the hook of this. prophecy, God ſball 
take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the 


. Holy city, and from the. things that are written in this 


book. | 

We in the ſame manner. teſtify againſt the counte- 
nance given by the Chriſtian people, to error and erro- 
neous teachers; and warn all who name the name of 
Chriſt to beware of this evil. Though the command 
of God to his children is expreſſed in the following 
words, ceaſe to hear the inſtruction that cauſeth to 
err from the words of knowledge (a). Yet many of 


| theſe, who profeſs to be his people, at:end the mini- 


{trations of Socinians every day. Many pulpits in the 
land are filled with perſons who teach their people ſuch 
dangerous errors; and yet, alas! thoſe ſynagogues of 


hereſy are frequented by profeſſed Chriſtians. This 


being the melancholy ſtate of matters among us, war- 
rants us to apply to our times the words of the pro- 
phet. A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the 


land, the prophets prophecy falſly, and the prieſts bear | 


1 a) Prov. xix. 27. 
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rule by their means, and my people love to have it o ; 
and what will ye do in the end thereof (a). Unconcer- 
ned about their precious ſouls, many goſpel heat ers 
careleſsly receive whatever doctrines are ſet before 
them. Not having their ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern be- 
twixt good and evil, they put darkneſs for light, and 
light tor darkneſs. Indifferent about the eternal ſal- 
vation of their offspring, many Chriſtian parents carry 
their children to theſe nurſeries of error, and there 
they receive erroneous views of divine things. Inatten- 
tive to the influence, which their vountenancing of 
erroneous teachers, has upon the general corruption 
of the place where they live, without either conſidera- 
tion or ſear, they ſubmit unto the miniſtry of thoſe 
who- bring another goſpel. This careleſs and ſinful 
conduct of profeſſed Chriſtians we bewail; againſt it 
we teſtify, and warn all, whom we now addreſs to 
JJ...  TIETE | uh | 
Againſt all lukewarmneſs and indifferency about 
thoſe important doQrines, and the propagation of the 
oppoſite errors, we alſo bear witneſs. 1 his diſpoſition, 
.dear Chriſtian friends, it is your duty to ſhake off and 
abhor. Be not at eaſe in Zion, when it is a time of 
Jacob's trouble, Let not your conduct be ſuch as will 
verify the ſad ſaying, this is Zion whom no man 
. careth for. Curſed ſhall the perſon be, who bas upon 
nis ſpirit- no concern about theſe things; for to all 
ſuch }: ſus is ſaying, Becauſe thou art lukewarm, and 
neither cold nor het, I will fpue thee out of my mouth (b). 
Unaccountable it muſt be for theſe, who profeſs to 
hope in Chriſt for ſalvation, ti remain unaffe cted, 
when his divinity is denied. The divine ſonſhip of 
Chriſt being rejected of men, how can you, who truſt 
in bim for power to become the ſons of God, continue 
to be without concern. To theſe who have faid that 
they have received from Chriſt the atonement, and 


{ 4 ) Jer. v. 30, 31. f b) Rev. it}, 16. 
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reſted their ſalvation upon his mediation with God for 


them, the doctrine, whereby his proper ſatisfaction is 
denied, ſhould never be a matter of indifference. And 
what ſhall we ſay of the lukewarmneſs of Chriſtians, 


relative to the perſonality, divinity, and work of the 


Holy Spirit of God. All who have this as an article- 


of their faith, 1 believe in the Holy Ghoſt, are in- 
excuſable before God and men, if they are uncon- 


cerned when thoſe truths which belong to him are op- 


poſed and contradicted. To thoſe who know the Spi- 
rit of promiſe, have received the promyſe of the Spirit 
by faith, and truſt in him for ſanQification and com- 
fort, this indifference is altogether impoſſible. We 
are not now endeavouring, Chriſtian brethren, to 
awaken your zeal with reſpect to your political intereſt, 
as a nation. or your worldly concerns as individuals; 
but in relation to thoſe which are infinitely more im- 
portant, even ſuch as belong to the glory of God, and 


your own cternal ſalvation. Upon your minds the 


words of the apoſtle ſhould have due influence, I. is 
good to be zealouſly affefted always in a good thing (a). 
If ever there was a good thing preſented co the view of 
men, which rendered indifference about it execrable, 


and. warranted the higheſt meaſure of zealous affec- 


tion for its. ſupport, it muſt be found in theſe glorious 
doctrines of revelation, which have been conſidered. 
All neuterality about them is a ſuffering truth to fall 


in our ſtreets, a conſenting unto their burial, and per- 


mitting the enemy to tear away the pillars of our ſal- 
vation; and how criminal this muſt be in the fight of 
God, requires nogreat reſearch to determine. If the 


precious truths of the goſpel promote the divine glory, 
and the ſalvation of men; and if the oppoſite errors 


injure both, what reaſon muſt you have to act, both 


with reſpe& to the one and the other, in ſuch a way, 
8 you may have cauſe to ſay, The zeal of thine houſe 


(=) Gal. iv. 18. 
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hath eaten ne up (a). O Chriſtians regard the divine 
command, watch ye, ſtand faſ} in the faith, quit you 
like men, be ſtrong (b). While we dilapprove of and 
condemn. all lukewarmneſs in the matters of religion, 
we cannot but warn you to. beware of this temper of 
mind; for Jeſus has ſaid, Whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed, 
of me and of my words, of him ſhall the Son of man be 
 afhamed, when he ſhall come in his own glory, and in 
His Father's, and of the holy angels (c). 

.- Finally, we give our molt cordial teſtimony unto 
the doctrines, which have been conſidered in the fore- 
going ſections, with all others which form a part of 
the ſacred ſyſtem to which they belong; and earneſtly 
call upon you, as our beloved friends and brethren in 
the Lord Jeſus, to give them ſuitable entertainment. 
We teſtity and bear witneſs unto the truth of thoſe 
doctrines. We declare unto you, as in the preſence 
of God, and {enfible of our accountableneſs to him, that 
they are the true ſayings of God. In repreſenting 
them unto you as worthy of your acceptation, we teach 
not for doftrines the commandments of men; but 
we declare unto you the Feber of Chriſt, which was 
kept ſecret ſince the world began, but now is made 
maniteſt, and by the ſcriptures of the prophets, ac- 
cording to the commandments of the everlaſting God, 
made known unto: all nations for the obedience of 
faith. While all error is a lic, we are free to aſſert 
that thoſe truths, being founded upon the word of 
God, are the-truth, are no lie, and that no lie is of 
them. We teſtiſy unto their importance. As they 
are true, fo they are important alſo They are of great 
impottance to the glory of God. I a pegple, who en- 
joy divine revelation do not embrace ud improve 
them, God will not conſider himſelf & be gloriſied, 
by any actions of theirs, When we believe tholc truths, 


{ ) Palm Irix. 9. ( þ 7 I Cor, xvi. 13. 
Fe. Luke ix. 26, 
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we glorify God in the higheſt. They are of impor- 


tance unto the ſalvation of finners. In preaching thoſe 


doQrines to men, the ſervants of Jeſus tell them words 
whereby they may be ſaved.—We bear witneſs unto 


their excellency. O how glorious, how precious, how 
excellent are they! They are the great things of Je- 


hovah's law, which he has written unto us. The gol- 
pel, becauſe it reyeals to us ſuch ſublime myſteries, 
is called the glorious goſpel of the bleſſed God (b). Lhe 
hearers of the word, by believing thoſe truths, approve 
things that are excellent (c). Becauſe thoſe doctrines 
give excellent diſcoveries of the nature, perſons, per- 


fections, and works of Jehovah ; and reveal unto ſin- 


ners a great, a precious, an eternal ſalvation, they 


muſt be very excellent; and neceflary it is. that we 
count all things but loſs, for the excellency of their 
knowledge. —We further teſtify unto their ſuitable- 
neſs to the condition of mankind; Are finners na- 
turally ignorant of God? To perſons in this ſituation, 
how uecefſary muſt the doQrine of the Trinity be, 
which gives them the true knowledge of the object of 
their worſhip. Do ſinners ſtand in need of one who 


is able and willing to ſave them to the uttermoſt, from 


ſin, Satan, and wrath of God? The revelation of 
Jeſus as a divine perſon, as theieternal Son of God, 
and as having put away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf, 
muſt -be altogether ſuitable to them. Are ſinners dead 
in treſpaſſes and in fins, and need one to apply to 


their ſouls the bleſſings of ſalvation? O how ſuit- 


able to ſuch muſt thoſe doctrines be, which reveal the 
divinity, perſonality, and work of the Holy Spirit of 


God. Wege bear witneſs unto their neceflity. As 
they are ſuitable, ſo they are fleceſſary to the children 


of men. In the places ot the earth where thoſe truths 


are unknown, there is no viſion, and there the people 


periſh. Profeſſed Chriſtans who deſpiſe them, rejcct 
(a) 2 Tim. i. ii. (5) Phil. i. 10. 
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the councilof God againſt themſelves. All who ſaving- 
ly embrace them, ſhall never come into condemnation, 
but are paſſed from death unto lite; according untothe 
declaration of the Redeemer; This is life eternal, that 
they might know thee, the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt 
<ohom thou haſt ſent (a). if theſe doctrines are not the 
objects of our knowledge, it is becauſe the god of this 
world hath blinded our minds; and it they are not the 
objects of our faith, it is becauſe we are under the,in- 
fluence of an evil heart of unbelief, which conſtantly 
departs from the living God. We Vkewiſe teſtify un- 
to their powerful influence upon the ſouls of men, for 
promoting their ſanctification and comfort. The doc- 
trines treated of above, and thoſe which are conneQed 
with them, ate eminent for advancing the believer's 
purity and conſolation. Since Jeſus is the conſolation 


of Iſrael, and the comforts of believers are the joys of 


the Holy Ghoſt, the doctrines of the goſpel, which 
repreſent the perſonal glory, and official characters of 
thcſe divine perſons, muſt be powerful upon the ſouls 
of men. Seeing the Lord Jeſus is made of God to us 
ſanctification, and the Spirit is the ſanctifier of the 
church; the truths relating unto them muſt have in- 
fluence upon us for this end. " 

This teſtimony and witneſs, in favour of theſe truths, 


we are conſtrained to bear, on account of the follow- 


ing reaſons, Becauſe of the divine command. To 
us his royal orders are, Bind up the teſtimony and ſeal 
the law among my diſciples (b). The goodnels of God 
to the church, aud their duty with reference to this, 


are ſtrongly expreſſed in the Plalmiſi*'s words; For he 


eſtabliſhed a teſtimony in Jacob, and appointed a law 
in Iſrael; which he commanded our fathers. that they 
ſhould make them known unto. their children (c). lu 


(. a) 70h xvili. 3. : ( } ) Iſaiah viii, 16. 
„e. * lxxviii. 3. | 


imitation of the bran of. Chriſt's On. "This: 


1 eſſay this neceflary duty. Am 


. * . 
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!aichfol and religious practice, which we would defire 
to follow, is tepteſented in the words of Paul, in ap- 


plication to hitmnſelf; But none of thoſe things move me,» 
nrit ber count” I ny. fe dear to myfelf; fo that i might 


Aniſb my rourſe 55 joy, und the ae which I have 
recerved of the Lord 1%. to teſtify the goſpei of the grace 


Cad (a). For promoting the glory of the three one 
God, Senfible as we are that it is our indiſpenſible 
duty, to give unto the Lord the glory that is due 
unto his natne; we have offered our teſtimony for his 
truths, that you may behold the glory of the- Lord, 
and the excellency of your God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt.—Becauſe of that regard we have to 
paſt generations of the righteous. In their day, tif 


former witnefles of Jefus have borne an honourable - 
teſtimony to the tauſe and intereſt of the Redeemet 3 


and to their courage and fidelity as a mean, it is 
greatly owing, that the truth of the goſpel is continued 
with us. Revering their miemory, and applauding their 
faithfulneſs, we deſire to go forth by the footſteps 1 


the flock, in bearing teſtimony alfo for the 
truths: of God. A concern for the ſalvation of — 


preſent generation of Chriſtians, has determined us to 

thei there are, we 
hope; many — of thoſe ä That their pure 
minds may be ſtirred up in the way of remembering 
them, that they may be fottified againſt the dangers 


of the times, that their hearts may be more eftd 


bliſhed in the faith of them, and that they may be furs 
niſhed for giving a reaſon of the hope that is in 
them with meekneſs and fear, we have endeavoured 
to ſtate the evidence of theſe ſacred truths. In this 
generation, we have every reaſon to believe, there are 
many who deyy thoſe important doctrines. To difs 
wo ra 1 banner of truth” ts. pr? all 050 1 


605 Acts xx. <A 
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and if poſſible, to filence, and reclaim them, we have 
_ endeavoured, in meekneſs to inſtruct thoſe that op- 
poſe themſelves, if God peradventure will gi ve them 
repentance to the acknowledging of the truth. Some 
may be found in this age, who are halting betwixt 
. two opinions. That they may be preſerved from 
wandering in the way of them who hve in error, and 
be brought to receive the truth as it is in Jeſus, we 
_ Hhave-exhibited our teſtimony for theſe eſſential ar- 
ticles of the Chriftian faith. The good of future ge- 
neratie1s in the church, has had influence upan our 
minds. Conſcious as we are that it is the duty of 
every race of Chriſtians, to tranſmit the truths of 
God in purity to the following age; we have for this 
end burne witneſs unta thoſe parts of the doctrine of 
Chriſt, and n the errors 9 _ bs a 
poied. NET 
Me are now to Abort and warn you men, brethren, 
and fathers, dearly beloved in the Lord, to give thoſe 
glorious doctrines, which are infinitely worthy of all 
accepration, a ſuitable entertainment. The entertain- 
ment, which it is your duty to give them, may be, 
in a few particulars, ſtated unto you. Study to ob- 
tain a proper knowledge of them. In obedience to 
the command of Jeſus, and in imitation of the noble 
Bereans, ſearch the ſcripture daily, for they teſtify of 
the doctrine of Chriſt. Living in ignorance of theſe 
Things, as many do, we cannot but undervalue them; 
but having our minds filled wich ſeriptural ideas con- 
cerning them, which is the duty of all, we give them 
the entertainment which they deſerve. —Let thoſe pre- 
cious doctrines be articles of your belief. Atteſted as 
they are unto the children of men, by the veracity of 
him who cannot lie; it is __— reaſonable that we 


fkreccive them, in the exerciſe of an humble and -af- 


ſured faith. As the word of God contains a ſtandard 
of our belief, as well as a rule of duty; it muſt be e- 
qually criminal | in us to believe in oppoſition to the 
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one, as it is for us to practiſe in contradiction to the 


other. Fix your affectionate regard upon thoſe doc- 
trines. As you believe them becauſe they are true, 
ſo do ye love them becauſe they are good and glorious. 
They repreſent unto mankind what God is in himſelf, 
what he is unto his people, and has done for them, 
and muſt they not be worthy of our higheſt affe&ion ? 
To regard — with indifference and to treat them 
with contempt, muſt certainly be a very aggravated 
evil; but to receive them with love, delight and com- 
placency i is ſurely an acceptable, a reaſonable ſervice.— 


Meditate upon theſe things. Since your Creator has be- 


ſtowed upon you the faculty of thinking, you cannot 
employ it better than in the contemplation of thoſe ſub- 
lime doctrines, which he has revealed unto men. While 
the things of this world engroſs the thoughts of many, 


mind ye the things of the Spirit; that the character of 


the righteous may be applicable unto you, in his law 
doth he meditate day and night (a).—Let thoſe hea- 


venly truths be the fubje@s of your converſation with - 


one-another. Bleſſed are theſe Chriſtians whoſe minds 
are diſpoſed to this exerciſe, and who, on all proper 
occaſions, give way unto this ſpiritual inclination, 


| ſpeaking of the things which concern the King. The 


moſt important affairs of human life, the grand concerns 
of nations, which involve in them the fate of millions, 
are, when compared with thoſe do&rines, but trivial 
topics of converſation. Let the example of the ſaints, 
and the regard paid unto them by the Lord be beforg 


your eyes; Then they that feared the Lord ſpake often 


one to another, and the Lord hearkened and heard it, 
and a book of remberance was written before him for 
them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon his 


name (b).—Live daily under the influence of thoſe 
truths, and ſtudy to attain a practical conformity unto 


ahem, If golpel revention | is duly entertained, it will 


(a) Plalm i "87 „ 1 b) Mal. lit, 16. 
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* _render:perſons holy in all manner of converſation, 
| Evident it is that a conſtant believing improvement of 
the doctrines of divine grace, has a powerful influence 
the believers purity in heart and life, from 
ahh the ſeripture declares concerning bath the prac- 
rice of the Chriſtian, and the goſpel of Chriſt ; the 
former is called a conver/ation becoming” the goſpel (a), 
and the obedience of faith (b), and hs latter is @ 
dloctring according ts gelling * p ae — 82 
tive ſoberly, righteou/ly, and godly in 1 W 
( 55 * ws intereſts of belinels fs will fourth i that per- 
fon, Who habitually improves the doctrines of Chriſt; 
bur they will ever decay, where thiscxerciſe is ne- 
glected.Hroßeſs thoſe truths befaro the world. 
With an entertaining of them in your hearts, you are 
not to be farisfied, but you ſhould publicly avow and 
acknowledge them. Men are not called with the 


rhe mouth ra make confeſſioꝝ unto ſalvation. Y our pro- 
feſſion of religion, Chriſtians, ſhould comprehend an ap- 
T3 Probation of every revealed truth, and an oppalition 10 
* every. error; which profeſſion you are called to inake 
ard maintain with honeſty and truth, remembering 
that if we deny him be «will alſo: deny ts (e)—Deftend 
thoſe doctrines againſt all e and in the face 


avowing it, de ye alſo courageans in appearing for 
he truths of Chrift. To contend. carneſtly for the 
8 55 Talib delivered to the ſaints, is tlie duty of all profeſſcd 
Cbriſtians. Be not ſilent when you hear ir oppoſed, 
. x put according to your abiluy, | tpeak, in its defence. 
In a better cauſe you cannot be engaged, for in the 
end it will trrumph over all error. Communicate 10 
other tue op ha 9 of thoſe ne Lou have 
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(a) Phu. * TY x vu Row: xi, 26. 
4 Tim. iv. 3. d.) Titus i. 12. 
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heart to believe unts righteoufnefs only, but alſo with = 


of every danger. As the friends:of error are bold in. 
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the truths of God:committed to you as à ſacred · truſt, 
nat to improve for your on perſonal ſalvation: only, 
but to 10 tranſmit in purity to the riſing — A du 
regard you can never ſhaw to your own poſteriny, or 
the offspring of the church, 10 h hi 
Prudently improve, therefore, every opportunity 
which divine providenee puts in yaur power, for mak- 
ing known the favour of divine knowledge in every 
place. Divine truths are precious and excellent, 
they arc au enriching portian, and therefore each 


them thy font, and t A's ſans (a).—Perſevere in 


the faith and profeſhon of thoſe doctrines unto the 
end. Beware of apoſtacy from the cauſe of Chriſt, 


whereby the obſtinate, the hypocritical, and the de- 


luded make-ſhipwreck of faith and a good: conſcience. 
This is a moſt dangerous evil, For it had been better 
for them not ts have knoton tbe way of righteouſneſs, 
than, aften they. bgve Ino it, Io turn from the boly 
commandment delivered unts.them (5). Beware alfa of 
inſtability in your holy profeſſion. Perſans of this dife 


palitton are carried about with blaſts of temptation 


and error, are unſtable as water, and cannot excel, 
and reſemble the waves of the ſea, which are agitated 
by every ſtorm. In oppaſition unto thoſe evils, be 
ye valiant far the truth upon the earth, continue in 
the faith; and endute unte the end, remembering the 


command and promiſe of your exalted Redeemer, Be 
thou faithful unto death, and I on give thee @ crown 


of lije (eg. 

Happy would it be for the nation and the church 
of Gad, were perſons in every ſtation empolying their 
power, and uſing their influence for promoting the 
intereſts of religion, of divine truths, - and of immortal 
fouls. It is the earneſt defire of our hearts to fee this 
prevailing, in the lands of aur vatirny. How . 


0% Dent. iv. 9 (4) 2 Peter i ii, 21. 
(e Rex IL, IQ. 
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158 A Teſtimony and Warning "againſt Coxciy 
_ Chriſtian rulers in the ſtate to uſe their authority for 
this end! Utterly rejecting as we do the faſhionable, 
lax and vicious principles, ſo prevalent in the preſent 
age, which with- hold from theſe ho rule over men all 
concern about religion; we conſider ĩt to be their duty 
to exerciſe their power, in protecting and encouraging 
the true religion, and its profeſſors; and in hinder- 
ing groſs idolatry, hereſy, and immorality, and all 
wWuho are chargeable therewith. Were Chriſtian rulers 
ro diſcharge this duty, in them the promiſe of God 
would be accompliſhed to the church, Kings ſhall be 


thy nurſing fathers, and their queens thy nurſing 


mothers (a). How ought the great, the rich, and the 
noble to exert their influence in this matter! In the 
courſe of holy providence they arc, in their ſtation 
and wealth, raifed above others; they are therefore 
under peculiar obligations to act for God. O how 
uſeful might they be, and that perfectly conſiſtent 
with true honour, by example and otherwiſe in pro- 
moting the intereſts of the kingdom of Chriſt. How 
ought the miniſters of tlie goſpel io employ themſelves 
for advancing thoſe concerns! Being fer for the de- 
fence of the goſpel, they are, in a way peculiar to 
themſelves, called to labour in thoſe things. When 
perſons in this office act according to their obligations, 
they are a bleſſing to the place where they live; 
but wheu they do not ſo, they are the moſt uſeleſs 


and hurtful of men. How thould the church's el- 


derfhip concur in the ſame deſign! By a godly ex- 


555 ample, and by ruling well in their office, they would 


not only acquire for themſelves double honour, but 
be eminently inſtrumental in preventing the growth 


of error and immorality, and in promoting that of 


godlineſs and truth. How might the heads of Chriſtian 
families be ſerviceable to the intereſt of teligion ! By 
family worſhip, by a religious walk within their houſe, 


62% Iſaiah xlix. 23. 
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by domeſtic inſtruction, and by the proper uſe of their 


parental and magiſterial authority they will greatly ad- 
vance the honour and intereſts of the glorious Re- 
deemer. And how might every profeſſed Chriſtian be 
aſeful in his ſtation, for helping forward the work of 
the Lord! In the proper diſcharge of the. various 
duties which are incumbent on them as members of 
families, of ſocieties, of congregations, and of the 
church, their labour would not be in vain in the Lord. 


Were men in every ſtation to act for the glory of God, 


the honour of Chriſt, and the good of the church, we 
ſhould no more be termed, forſaken ; neither ſhould 


our land any more be termed deſolate, but we ſhould 


be called Hephzi-bah, and our land, Beulah; for the 
Lord would delight in us, and our land ſliould be 
marred.” 

And now; brethren, we commend you to God, and to 
the word of his grace which is able to build you up, and to 
give you an inheritance among all them that are ſanctiſied 
(a). Now the God of peace that brought again from the 


dead our Lord Jeſus, that great ſhepherd of the ſheep, 
through the blood of the everlaſting covenant; make you 


perfect in every good work to do his will, working in 
you that which it well pleaſing in his fight, through 
Jeſus Chriſt ; to whom be glory for ever and ever, 
Amen (b). Now unto him that is able to ke 
falling, and to preſent you faultleſs before the preſence of 
his glory with exceeding joy, to the only wwiſe God our 
Saviour, be glory and majeſty, dominion and power, 
both now and ever, Amen (c). 


' {#) fs xx. 32. % Heb. xiil, 20, 21. 
ee) Jude v. 24, 25. \ 
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